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Atraves de grossas portas,
Sentem-se luzas acesas.

Cecilia Meireles

The commemoration of Brazil's centenary of abolition on 13 May
1988 has been accompanied by a predictable harvest of books, essays,
conferences, and special events relating to the theme of slavery and its
legacy. The centenary also has provided a public platform for aItuing
that abolition's benefits were juridical rather than social or economic.
Brazilian blacks born in 1988 are 30 percent more likely to die before
five years of age than non-blacks. Seventy percent remain illiterate. As
adults, they will earn up to 40 percent less for the same job and will
face a life expectancy thirteen years shorter than non-blacks. 1 Thus the
abolition centenary has provided the most direct challenge to the offi
cial Brazilian ideology of racial democracy yet mounted, although by
any standard, the assault has been timid and mostly limited to panel
discussions, posters, and stories in newsmagazines.

Coming at a time of national restlessness over the uneven pace
of democratization and deepening economic malaise, the debate has
been underscored by frustration over broader social and racial issues. 2

To some extent, the gauntlet was initially thrown down outside Brazil,
at conferences like UCLXs 1980 Afro-American Studies symposium en
titled "Race and Class in Brazil," which occasioned the collection edited
by Pierre-Michel Fontaine that is under review here. Like the Cubans,
whose abolition centenary was marked in 1986 by conferences and a
surfeit of publications in Cuba and Europe as well, Brazilian sponsors
of commemorative activities have attempted to open them to the gen
eral public. But Cuba's centennial marked a culmination of interest in
Afro-Cuban studies that had been launched in 1960 with the founding
of the Biblioteca Jose Marti and the Seminario de Folklore and was com-
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plemented by the resurgence of the Instituto Nacional de Etnologia y
Folklore as the decade progressed.3 In contrast, Brazilian interest in the
African heritage remained limited to university circles and to small,
marginalized radical groups demanding recognition of black culture
and an end to racial discrimination.4 The jury is still out on whether
Brazilian public consciousness was raised to any meaningful degree by
the centenary.

Brazil's observation of the centenary came about without central
coordination or extensive preparation, although conference and publi
cation projects received generous funding from governmental agencies
and foundations. In addition to scholarly monographs, anthologies,
published theses and dissertations, popular publications such as new
"mini-books," audiocassettes, and even comic books with historical
themes appeared almost daily in bookstores and street kiosks. Several
Portuguese translations of books previously published abroad on slav
ery-related topics also surfaced, as did reprints of books long out-of
print such as C. F. Delden Laeme's classic study of coffee agriculture,
Bresil et Java, and the 1930s correspondence between negritude scholars
Edison Carneiro and Arthur Ramos. 5

Perhaps because of the public dimension of the debate, Brazilian
scholars have shown a tendency to dismiss earlier works as misuses or
misinterpretations of history. 6 Few comparisons have been made of
slavery from one place to another, and few comprehensive studies have
been undertaken. One exception is the work of Ciro Flamarion S. Car
doso, who has used Polish scholar Tadeusz Lepkowski's work on coex
isting slave and peasant labor in Caribbean plantation areas as a yard
stick to consider the Brazilian case. Cardoso finds that Brazilian slaves
did have some possibilities for autonomous activities, especially in fur
nishing vegetables for urban markets in and around Rio de Janeiro, and
even in Para after 1750.7

The most impressive of the new books is Stuart Schwartz's com
prehensive history of Bahian plantation society, which mines a wealth
of previously unused plantation and other primary documents. Sugar
Plantations in the Formation of Brazilian Society: Bahia, 1550-1835, which
won the 1985 Bolton Prize, traces the history of the sugar industry and
its changing labor system through seventeen chapters on sugar produc
tion and plantation life and society. This work demonstrates that the
world of rural agriculture was far more complex and nuanced than ear
lier studies had shown. Perhaps ironically, the demands of the system
created the need for alternative and differentiated forms of labor that
led in tum to productive relationships between free laborers and slaves
working side by side.

Little attention has yet been focused on the African side of the
slave culture, although some creative work by Luiz Mott, Laura de
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Mello e Souza, and others have provided exceptions. 8 Renewed interes
in urban slavery has surged. Slaves dominated urban work force~
through the middle of the nineteenth century, before the influx of Euro
pean immigrants and displaced migrants from the rural Northeast
Most city slaves were women, who performed every kind of labor fron
childrearing and serving households to working in large factories (sue}
as the Imperial Gunpowder Factory in Rio de Janeiro and the Ipanemi
Ironworks).9 Lelia Algranti's (1988) study of police efforts to contrc
slave residents of the Imperial capital shows that surveillance extendec
not only to crimes against property and person but to offenses "agains
the public order," namely gambling, fighting, begging, and even whis
tling in the streets. Clearly, the police sought to preserve the subservj
ence of the slave population. 10

Many in the current school of research in Brazil use Marxist catE
gories of analysis. 11 One finds obligatory citations of Marx, Lenin, Eng
els, Gramsci, and Walter Benjamin as well as arguments examining th
slave mode of production that fixate on slavery's role in primitive cap:
talistic accumulation. It was not the "philanthropic actions of sensitiv
members of the dominant classes" that led to abolition, declared" th,
late Peter Eisenberg, but "the class struggle, [as] affirmed by Marx an
Engels at the outset of the Communist Manifesto.,,12

Eisenberg and his colleagues were responding at least in part t
the fact that earlier conservative historians had either ignored the fa1
of individual slaves or accepted uncritically the thesis that Portugue~
slavery was somehow benevolent. 13 Clearly, the tendency of the receI
literature has been to identify with the oppressed, emphasizing tr
survival of the slave heritage and the heroism of slaves as individua
and as a community. Some critics have warned, however, that whe
taken to extremes, this perspective overlooks the need to study tt
oppressors and to examine slavery in a broader context. Also, studit
of isolated slave environments searching for sparks of resistance me
obscure the larger goal of understanding the 1/structure of domin,
tion.,,14 Indeed, the recognition that resistance and protests by slav4
hastened abolition is not new, dathlg back to Emilia Viotti da Coste
seminal Da Senzala aColonia (1966).15 Nor can it be validly asserted th
earlier scholarship ignored the issue of quality of life. It is a shame th
the pioneering effort of the two Afro-Brazilian conferences of the 1931
-in Recife and in Salvador-have been virtually forgotten. The sta
police abruptly closed the 1934 Recife meeting after conservatives d
nounced it as scandalous and threatening to public order. Both meE
ings were actually multidisciplinary academic conferences with hi~
standards and a sincere commitment to study Afro-Brazilian culture."

Times have changed, if slowly. More than anything else, the ce
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tenary has provided a framework for challenging the comfortable and
more or less official textbook assumption that the question of inhuman
ity to blacks ended in 1888. The direct relevance to current-day social
concerns and the long-standing unwillingness (at least until the 1960s)
of the historical establishment to avoid the subject together explain to
some degree the volatility of the debate. Guilt also was expressed over
the fact that the experts addressing mostly black audiences at gather
ings throughout Brazil were-except for a few foreigners-overwhelm
ingly white.

Revisionists have condemned the abolitionists for lack of concern
about the era following emancipation. The period of transition before
final abolition, when slaves and nonslaves coexisted in the same social
setting, has come under increased scrutiny. Some scholars have com
pared the lot of slaves to free laborers in urban settings. Clovis Moura's
Sociologia do Negro Brasileiro examines Brazil's typographers' walkout in
Rio de Janeiro in 1858 (Brazil's first strike) and points to the effort by the
Fluminense Typographers' Association to gain the freedom of one of its
members, a slave (pp. 246.-47). Others have pointed out how closely
slaves worked alongside free workers, showing that only when slavery
neared its end did Brazilian society feel the need to tighten laws against
vagrancy and take other steps to control undesirables. Not that every
day life during slavery was placid: research into criminal court records
for the decades prior to abolition shows a steady pattern of violent acts
against masters, including sabotage, robbery, and murder. 17 Nine
teenth-century Brazilian society was plainly predisposed to accept the
negative stereotype of former slaves and to fear them, preferring to
substitute foreign immigrants for blacks and mulattos and to maintain
the libel against "slave blood" even beyond abolition. IS Newspapers
exacerbated these prejudices, sometimes naively. Journalists praised in
dividuals as "blacks with white souls" and "loyal friends of whites," but
they also warned that blacks were "instinctively violent," possessing
"latent degeneracies."19

Some new attention has been given to the slave trade. Pierre
Verger's authoritative study, Flux et reflux de la traite des Negres entre Ie
Golfe de Benin et Bahia de Todos os Santos (1968), has been translated in a
new edition (1988).20 Luis Henrique Dias Tavares's examination of the
illegal phase of the slave trade, Comercio Prohibido de Escravos, carefully
documents extensive activity by British shippers but also by North
American, Dutch, and Brazilian capitalist interests. 21 The most compre
hensive overview, however, is provided by Robert Conrad's lucid World
of Sorraw (1986), which reminds readers that the internal slave trade was
a predominant cause of change: the displacement of hundreds of thou
sands of black and mulatto workers from the north and far south "al-
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lowed a gradual awakening of antislavery sentiment in areas that lost
slaves while it concentrated the support for slavery in those limited
parts of the country where slaves were newly settled.,,22

Despite occasional calls for comparative studies of slavery, few
scholars have compared the Brazilian experience with that in Spanish
America, the Caribbean, or Africa. Escravidiio Negra e Hist6ria da Igreja na
America Latina e no Caribe, CEHILXs published conference papers on
the black presence, treats Puerto Rico, the Dutch Caribbean, Haiti, Ja
maica, Chile, Guiana, and Mexico. Brazil, however, is omitted from the
discussions entirely, although it is cited frequently in tables on the slave
trade (pp. 35-42).

Consideration of the institution of slavery in Brazil extends be
yond abolition itself, of course, through the decades following legal
emancipation, when former slaves were forced to adapt to a socioeco
nomic system that considered them "irresponsible," "vagabonds," and
even "useless.,,23 Nor was the process of marginalization of former
slaves steady or consistent. Planters, after all, turned their backs on
freed and soon-to-be emancipated blacks by abruptly supporting
schemes to import European agricultural workers. 24 But in many cases,
immigrants were not available; in others, former slaves blended into the
ranks of pre-abolition free laborers and managed to eke out a living as
independent farmers or artisans in rural towns, neither proletarianized
nor marginalized.

Labeling Brazilian slavery as more "benign" than the Dutch, En
glish, or French variety has been a recurring theme based on the pio
neering work of Gilberto Freyre in the 1930s and his foreign disciples,
especially Frank Tannenbaum (1947).25 In recent years, however, this
perspective has been considered pernicious evidence of paternalistic
racism. Viewing abolition as a patrimonial concession by the dominant
elite without any attention to the role of blacks themselves as actors in
the emancipation drama has yielded to more emphasis on slave resis
tance and rebellion. 26

In tum, challenges have been issued to the assertion of the "Sao
Paulo School" of historical sociologists in the 1960s (led by Florestan
Fernandes, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, and Octavio Ianni) that aboli
tion marked the end of a period of precapitalist economic activity and
the transition to a rational market-based economy built on free labor. 27
But the urge to revise (and to disparage the findings of earlier scholars)
has unfortunately led to generic condemnations that threaten to over
simplify. Herbert Klein's work examining plantations worked by slaves
in locales ranging from South America throughout the entire Caribbean
confirms that abolition induced planters to make major changes in the
ways they produced their crops, although these changes varied from
place to place and from crop to crop (Klein 1986).28
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Acutely conscious of the obstacles to meaningful upward mo
bility for emancipated slaves and their descendants, some revisionists
have not only rejected any suggestion (stated or imagined) that former
slaves were at fault for their plight but have dug deeper for data to
refute the older view of slaves as usually docile until driven to rebellion.
Joao Jose Reis and others have looked for the first time at police and
judicial archives and have discovered in the major rebellions illustra
tions of dynamic and assertive slave culture. 29

It is now known that major slave rebellions were much more
numerous than previously acknowledged. Reis's Rebeliao Escrava no Bra
sil: A Hist6ria do Levante dos Males (1835), a careful study of the urban
uprising in Salvador led by African-born Muslim Nagos, shows that
nearly seventy died and at least five hundred were tortured, executed,
imprisoned, or deported. African-born slaves were especially subject to
repression. Reis cites depositions taken from slave prisoners to show
how the insurrectionists were angered by obstacles placed on opportu
nities to form stable family groups. He also demonstrates the terrible
extent to which the rebellion brought about fierce repression and
heightened vigilance throughout Brazil. As Stuart Schwartz notes, the
long chain of slave revolts marking the passage of slavery into the nine
teenth century "made the dangers and costs of slavery clearer than they
ever had been.,,3o

Decades later, terrified by the reports of crimes by blacks and
news of slave revolts, the politician clients of Paulista planters in the
1870s hardened even further their stereotype of blacks as antisocial and
prone to crime. This attitude made it easier to justify subsidies for white
immigration from Europe to cities as well as rural areas and sowed the
seeds for deep-seated racial prejudice against blacks in Brazilian so
ciety.31 Thus the end of slavery brought blacks little but the right to sell
their labor in the newly competitive marketplace.

Recent research on patterns of postemancipation life throughout
the hemisphere has been summarized by Rebecca Scott's comprehen
sive review article in the Journal of Social History (1987) and her introduc
tion to the special issue of the Hispanic American Historical Review (1988)
devoted to Brazilian slavery. Her essays update Robert Conrad's thor
ough bibliography (1977), much of which is devoted to the abolitionist
campaign, as well as Edyr Resende Fleischer's Bibliografia Analitica do
Negro Brasileiro (1984), the third volume of a series initiated by Herbert
Baldus in 1954.32 But little discussion during the current centennial has
focused on abolition or the abolitionists. With the pendulum swinging
toward a focus on the lives and fate of the slaves, researchers have
disparaged the once-revered abolitionists as Brazilians for whom "it
was not convenient to think of the fate of freedmen after emancipation
was achieved."33 It is interesting to note that as early as 1983, research-
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ers at Recife's Instituto Joaquim Nabuco included such topics as slave
diets and nutrition in a published bibliography (Funda~ao Joaquim Na
buco 1983) on sources for the study of abolition. These topics would not
have been covered a decade earlier.

The best of the post-emancipation studies, Scott argues, reveal
the "complexity of former slaves' initiatives in the context of the con
straints placed upon them.,,34 Hebe Castro's monograph on the Capi
vary region in Rio de Janeiro province, Ao SuI da Hist6ria: Lavradores
Pobres na Crise do Trabalho Escravo, is based on notarial records docu
menting land sales, property transfers, and related activities. Her study
reveals that the rural poor were well integrated into the economic life of
the coffee-growing Paraiba Valley and that slaveholding in the region
was dispersed, varied, and as involved in small-scale agricultural activi
ties as plantation production. Once freed, slaves were not ostracized or
barred from acquiring land, nor was their physical mobility limited. In
many cases, emancipated slaves adapted successfully by becoming
small farmers despite continuing dependence on local landowners for
credit and protection.

An outstanding glimpse of slaves in a broader social context is
Katia M. de Queiros Mattoso's Familia e Sociedade na Bahia do Seculo XIX.
She uses slave inventories and other data to show that slaves as well as
Iibertos were more likely to live in an unmarried state and that, ironi
cally, slaves as well as affluent whites tended to form endogamous fa
milial unions. For both groups-even at the opposite ends of the social
spectrum-the practice served as a kind of familial self-defense (pp.
115-16).

Mattoso provides a broader view for general audiences in To Be a
Slave in Brazil, 1550-1888, originally published in French in 1979 and
then in Portuguese in 1982. To Be a Slave examines slavery in the context
of family and community life, religion, the process of manumission,
and the larger socioeconomic system. It is rich in documentation
newspaper advertisements, auction records, aggregate population sta
tistics, and information about disease, nutrition, and punishments. The
book forcefully demonstrates that African culture did not die with aboli
tion. Mattoso concludes: "The African heritage was too rich to be ef
faced, too deep to be forgotten. Africa was not lost. Like a growing
plant it flourished anew-in solidarity among black men and women
who shared the same miserable fate and in African religions that pre
served the cultural heritage of the homeland-and solidarity and reli
gion together preserved the characteristic qualities of the Brazilian
slave: dignity, pride, and courage" (p. 212).

Studies of the aftermath of abolition in the United States and
Cuba have examined in detail the relationships between former slaves
and the newly restructured society, but comparable studies on Brazil
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have been slower in appearing. 35 Less attention has been given to the
economic dynamics of the slave system and to the fact that rising inter
nal prices for slaves after the cessation of the slave trade caused re
allocation of agricultural and mining activities in which slaves were en
gaged. 36 Planters turned to free labor more and more in the lower
productivity portion of the export sector. But in the most prosperous
regions of the Center-South, where the marginal value-product of labor
was greatest, planters could still pay high prices, which preserved the
traditional configuration of slave work. 37

If any central theme can be said to summarize the current view of
the abolition of slavery, it is that slave emancipation represented nei
ther a moral triumph of righteousness nor the "relinquishing of explicit
coercion and explicit protection for implicit coercion and no protection"
in the postslavery world. 38 This generalization holds true not only for
Brazil but for Cuba and in the United States as well. Historians now
perceive slavery to have been a far more complex enterprise than they
did earlier. Slaves, their masters, and all the other groupings (emancipa
dos, immigrants, nonslaveholding elites, indentured laborers) are being
approached more and more as vulnerable human beings who were
treated in various ways but were all degraded in the end by a con
scienceless system. A myth that has been shattered by recent scholar
ship is the legend of easy upward mobili~, frequent manumission,
and, for some slaves, relatively happy lives.3 Another misconception is
that the rural poor lived in isolation from the dominant society. By
studying slave life in depth in dispersed locations throughout Brazil,
scholars can attempt more accurate reconstructions of their lives. 4O Re
searchers must deal with the near paradox that Brazilian slavery, like
that in the United States, was competitively effective under certain con
ditions but socioeconomically regressive. 41

Some of the bolder studies tackle the question of what has come
to be called the "sociology of the negro." Moura's Sociologia de Negro
Brasileiro synthesizes more than twenty-five years of reworking subjects
that range from the seventeenth-century runaway slave republic at Pal
mares to the black press in Sao Paulo. Moura argues that the slave
mode of production transformed itself into what he calls "latent slave
ocracy," in which the interplay between the interests of international
capital and new forms of domestic economic production acted jointly to
strangle any opportunities for economic independence. Moura con
tends that the black masses were systematically barred from opportuni
ties for social development by the insidious realities of dependent capi
talism and that they were rejected even by members of the tiny black
middle class (p. 9).

This lamentable situation can only be understood, he argues fur
ther, through a "black" sociology because "white" social science conde-
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scends to blacks and marginalizes them on its periphery. Moura rejects
mainstream analysis without quarter. In his view, Brazilian social
thought, its literature, its cultural ethos at all levels are fatally impreg
nated by this alienated vision, whether paternalistic or, in his words,
"pretentiously impartial."42

One of the by-products of the awakened interest in subjects re
lating to Brazilian slavery, abolition, and black culture in general has
been a heightened awareness of visual evidence about slavery and (to a
much lesser extent) about Afro-Brazilian culture.43 Maria Luiza Tucci
Carneiro, Boris Kossoy, and other historians at the University of Sao
Paulo organized a show of drawings, lithographs, and nineteenth-cen
tury photographs examining the ways that Europeans visualized Brazil
ian blacks. 44 Also, books were scheduled to be published in 1988 on
Carioca "funk" and blacks in Brazilian cinema.45

Surviving photographic images offer new opportunities to "see"
historically mute men and women as they appeared during their life
times. These images have in some ways deeply altered understanding
of the historical context of slavery and abolition and, therefore, of mid
nineteenth-century life. Even the most striking of the photographs, the
slave portraits of Jose Christiano de Freitas Henriques Junior, were care
fully posed against studio backdrops contrived to resemble street
scenes. They illuminate the mentality of the times when they were pro
duced. Slavery in urban Brazil by the middle 1860s was dwirldling,
from 41 percent of the entire Carioca population in 1850 to 23 percent in
1870 to 9 percent on the eve of emancipation in 1888. Healthy male
slaves by 1862 had been taken from city work to the coffee plantations
of the Parafba Valley, a situation that explains the fact that the female
slaves in the l?hotographs were mostly a generation younger than the
males, some of whom were crippled and presumably able to work only
as itinerant peddlers for their masters.46

Maria Odila da Silva Dias points out in her article that the photo
graphs of black women carrying baskets of fruit to sell in the streets,
with infants strapped tightly to their backs, allude to the very low fer
tility index of urban slaves and the extremely high incidence of infant
mortality. The slaves were losing their African appearance: even
women marked with tribal scars wore European clothing not unlike
that of poor Portuguese immigrants. Photographs of comely young
women handsomely dressed show "the statistically less significant
number of concubines, eventual candidates for manumission." The
photographs were taken during a period of economic hardship, labor
shortages, food scarcity, inflation, and rising demands for European
immigration. 47 Much of this hardship is reflected in the poignant im
ages affixed to pasteboard and sold abroad to collectors, photos that
were not discovered by historians until a century after abolition.
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New Directions?

The fragmented nature of research in Brazil on slavery and aboli
tion and the lack of vehicles for structured debate over issues (such as a
national historical or sociological journal) have hindered the emergence
of clearly defined schools of interpretation. It is too early to say with
any certitude that the course of black history in Brazil has followed an
upward spiral or that heightened consciousness of the wretchedness
and brutality of slavery or the tenacity of slaves who resisted will trans
late into specific steps to improve the lot of the descendants of the
slaves in Brazil. It is lamentable that many of the eminent studies by
foreign scholars on Afro-Brazilian life in the New World (such as Eu
gene Genovese, Leslie Rout, Mary Karasch, Stanley Stein, C. A. Boxer,
Philip Curtin, and Stuart Schwartz) seem to have been consulted only
rarely by the writers of theses and dissertations whose monographs on
slavery have been rushed into print.48

Slaves comprised the majority of Brazil's population at the begin
ning of the nineteenth century and a major component of both urban
and rural society in the decades that followed. Recent inquiries are
shedding new light on what the slaves did, how they lived and died,
what were their family and kinship patterns, how they were feared by
white society, and what were their cultural, religious, and ethnic roots.
It is noteworthy that many of the foreign scholars invited to the com
memorative conferences were experts on slavery elsewhere. Measuring
the Brazilian slave experience against that of the Caribbean, Mexico, the
United States, and the rest of the hemisphere and examining the junc
tures where slave and nonslave societies intersected will likely provide
fertile ground for deeper insights to come.

In his 1983 article in the Revista de Antropologia, Joao Baptista
Borges Pereira showed that black culture in Brazil is both a stigma and a
valued attribute. 49 To gain respect, he argues, black culture must return
to its authentic African origins, despite the risk of reinforcing its exotic
image. Black culture is Brazilian culture, he concludes, because "all Bra
zilian culture, thanks to the omniscience of the black cultural element,
is black culture." Kabengele Munanga, of the National University of
Zaire, reminded his Brazilian audience of the dangers latent in the fact
that black Brazilians, alienated from white society, are grateful to pater
nalistic whites out of the belief that blacks do not merit kindness. Noth
ing will change until Brazilian society (including its tiny black elite)
begins to sympathize with its "poor and marginalized" brethren. 50 The
American-Ghanian Anani Dzidzienyo put it more tactfully at the con
clusion of the UCLA symposium on race and power in Brazil: "We end
where we begin, with the African connection and the Afro-Brazilian
condition, having explored the ramifications of the concept and having
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even questioned its validity. There can be no doubt of its significance
and the urgent need to conceptualize it dynamically and innovatively
for more fruitful relations between Brazil and Africa in which the Afro
Brazilian becomes more than a symbol."S1

This objective presumably remains a major goal of the debate
stirred up by the centennial of Brazilian abolition.

NOTES

1. Black life expectancy in Brazil is fifty years, compared with sixty-three for non
blacks. See Funda«;ao Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatfstica (IBGE) statistics
cited in Veja (Rio de Janeiro), 11 May 1988, p. 22; K. Munanga (1978), 153; and
Pereira (1983), 93-94.

2. See, for example, the remarks by Jose Jobson de Andrade Arruda, director of the
Comissao Nacional de Pesquisa's social science djvision and chair of the history
department of the University of Sao Paulo, in Isto E (Sao Paulo), 23 Mar. 1988, p. 4.

3. See Duany (1988). Cuban studies of slavery include Moreno Fraginals (1986); Acade
mia de Ciencias de Cuba (1986); Proceedings of the meetings held at the Maison de
I'Amerique Latine, Paris, in Anuario de Estudios Americanos (1986); and L:Avenc (1987).
See also Scott (1988).

4. The two outspoken leaders of the movement were Abdias do Nascimento and Lelia
Gonzalez. See Gonzalez (1982) and her contribution in Fontaine, Race, Class, and
Power, 120-34; and Nascimento (1968, 1978).

5. Bresil et Java was reissued by the Funda«;ao Casa Rui Barbosa in Rio de Janeiro in
1988; and Cartas de Edison Carneiro a Arthur Ramos by Editora Corrupio in Sao Paulo
in December 1987. .~

6. This approach is not unique to Brazil, of course. See Bernstein (1988), especially p.
26, on interpretations of the French Revolution. On the Brazilian debate, see the
interview with Emilia Viotti da Costa (Villas-Boas 1988), especially p. 10.

7. Ciro Cardoso (1988). See Tadeusz Lepkowski, Haiti, vol. 1 (Havana: Casa de las
Americas, 1968), especially pp. 59-60.

8. See Mott (1987), Mott, ed. (1988), and Mello e Souza (1987). Mott has been exploring
syncretic religious practices among slave populations in the late colonial period.

9. Karasch (1986), 90.
10. Algranti (1988), 29-31.
11. This has been the case since the late 1950s. In the United States, Marxist scholarship

has turned to criticize the writings of Marx and Engels on slavery, pointing out that
Marx drew on the work of Frederick Law Olmstead (classic but now considered
antiquated) and, in turn, on the work of John Elliot Cairnes. U.S. historians have
used "softer" Marxist categories, for example, describing slavery as "seigneurial"
rather than "feudal." See Engerman (1978), 149-50; and Elizabeth Kuznesof's review
of Schwartz's Sugar Plantations in Luso-Brazilian Review 25, no. 1 (1988):147-52.

12. Preface to Azevedo, Onda Negra, Medo Branco, 15.
13. Conversation with Peter L. Eisenberg, in Campinas, 11 June 1986. For a review of

the Brazilian conservative historical tradition, see two controversial studies by Jose
Honorio Rodrigues that were published posthumously (1988a, 1988b).

14. Emilia Viotti da Costa, quoted by Villas-Boas (1988), 10.
15. See also Viotti da Costa (197~ 1982).
16. For example, panelists discussed the use of marijuana by poor blacks to dull hunger

pangs. One of the organizers was Gilberto Freyre, who in those days was still identi
fied with leftist causes. The Recife conference was entirely nonideological and very
scholarly. The collected papers were ultimately published in two volumes, with pre
faces by Roquette Pinto (Congresso Afro-Brasileiro 1935) and Arthur Ramos (Con
gresso Afro-Brasileiro 1937). The Salvador conference papers were published in 1940
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(Congresso Afro-Brasileiro da Bahia 1940). The Recife conference is discussed in
Levine (1973).

17. See Maria Helena ~ T. Machado (1988), especially pp. 55-123. See also Sebe Born
Meihy (1980).

18. See Azevedo, Onda Negra, Medo Branco, especially pp. 251-58.
19. See Schwarcz, Retrato em Branco e Negro, 255.
20. An earlier version, in English, was published by the Institute of African Studies of

Ibadan University in Nigeria; see Verger (1964). Verger revisited Bahia in June 1988
to help open the Casa do Benin, a museum commemorating the fact that one-quar
ter of the slaves transported to Brazil sailed from Benin's port of Uida.

21. Dias Tavares worked in London with Leslie Bethell, whose earlier work (1970) re
mains the major treatment of the subject.

22. Conrad (1986), 190-91.
23. See Toplin (1975), especially p. 261; Fernandes (1964), 16-18, 32, 49; A Provincia de

Silo Paulo, 9 May 1888, p. 1; and Ianni (1962), 264-65.
24. See Andrews (1988).
25. See Tannenbaum (1947), which borrows heavily from Freyre's Casa Grande e Senzala

(1933).
26. See, for example, Alves Filho (1987).
27. To suggest that the pioneering scholars who comprised the Sao Paulo school over

looked the plight of the former slave is entirely unreasonable. For example, see Ianni
(1962), 284-85. Compare Batalha (1988), 68.

28. Klein (1986), 260-69.
29. Schwartz (1988), 9.
30. Schwartz, Sugar Plantations, 488.
31. See Azevedo, Onda Negra, Medo Branco, 255-58; and Schwarcz, Retrato em Branco e

Negro. The new findings that blacks fought back against their oppressors have an
ironic facet, however: we now have evidence that in some places slaves and former
slaves murdered masters, sabotaged harvests, committed suicide rather than work,
and consciously resisted the slave system.

32. See Scott (1987), 565-84; Conrad (1977); and Fleischer (1984).
33. Leonzo and Machado (1988), 2.
34. Scott (1988), 407.
35. For the United States, see Litwack (1979); Foner (1983); and Scott (1985). The best

studies for Brazil are Eisenberg (1974) and Costa Mattos Gomes de Castro, Ao SuI da
Hist6ria, under review here.

36. For an important study of this subject, see Slenes (1985).
37. See Leff (1982), 52-53.
38. Scott (1988).
39. Hoetink (1967), 55, cited in Karasch (1987), 369.
40. See Ludwig (1985), 30-31; and Costa Mattos Gomes de Castro, Ao SuI da Hist6ria.
41. Lewis Grey (1933), cited in Engerman (1978), 155. See also Moura, SocioIogia do Negro

BrasiIeiro, 9.
42. Moura, Sociologia do Negro Brasileiro. If a "black" conceptual framework remains the

goal, it will have been constructed in the foreseeable future by whites. Virtually all
the dozens of experts participating in the congresses and special meetings held
throughout Brazil in 1988-foreigners and Brazilians alike-were white, although in
many cases a good part of the audiences were composed of men and women of
black or mixed racial heritage. The question of a specifically "black vision" of Brazil
ian culture is also discussed in Brookshaw (1986).

43. See Levine (1986), a videotaped documentary about the ways that nineteenth-cen
tury Latin American photographers viewed their world; see also Levine (198~ 1989);
and E. Bradford Burns (1986).

44. Of the hundred drawings and photographs in the "Exposi~ao" exhibit at the
Universidade de Sao Paulo, sixty-eight represent an idealized vision that never
probed to reveal actual living conditions. See Barreira (1988), 125.

45. See Vianna (1988); and Joao Carlos Rodrigues (1988).

213

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023879100022901 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023879100022901


Latin American Research Review

46. See Dias (1988), 29.
47. Ibid. See for example, photographs nos. 1-3, 10-11, 14-16, 17-19, and 24-25 in

Azevedo and Lissovsky's Escravos Brasileiros.
48. They also have overlooked work by such seminal Marxist historians as Herbert

Aptheker, Lewis Hacker, and Michael Greenberg. For a thorough summary of Marx
ist theory on slavery, see Padgug (1976). A list of theses and dissertations in history
published in Brazil is provided in Correa (1987). Mature scholars not only know the
North American literature but have been influenced by the French Annales school,
current research in methods in historical demography, and research in Eastern bloc
countries.

49. Pereira (1983), 10l.
50. Munanga (1978), 151-53.
51. Dzidzienyo, in Fontaine, Race, Class, and Pawer, 148.
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