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Here, at last, is the definitive life of one of 
the twentieth century’s greatest writers. The 
first volume of Brian Boyd's critical biogra-
phy of Vladimir Nabokov, The Russian
Years, received praise from critics and 
won a large and enthusiastic popular 
audience. In this second and concluding 
volume, Boyd continues the story of 
Nabokov’s life from the novelist's arrival in 
the United States in 1940, nearly 
destitute and without a job.

Nabokov was greatly relieved to find 
a home in America after years of 
wandering. But supporting himself and 
his family in the United States was not 
easy—until the astonishing success of 
Lolita catapulted him to world fame 
and financial security. This volume 
also reveals, for the first time, the 
story of Nabokov's other careers— 
as teacher, critic, translator, 
scholar, and scientist—and shows 
how they enriched his life and his 
art.

“Magnificent last 
volume of Boyd’s 
critical biography

of Vladimir Nabokov.”
-Kirkus Reviews

“...conveys a keen sense of Nabokov as an artist who 
embraced life as an inexhaustible surprise....a triumphant 
and definitive biography.” -Publishers Weekly

Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-06797-X ($35.00 after 1/1/92) 
Not available from Princeton in the United Kingdom

Also available

The Russian Years
. a definitive life of the man and a superbly documented chronicle of his time.”

—New York Times Book Review
Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-06794-5
Not available from Princeton in the United Kingdom
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41 WILLIAM ST. • PRINCETON, NJ 08540 • (609) 258-4900 

ORDERS: 800-PRS-ISBN (777-4726) • OR FROM YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE
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A Statement of Editorial Policy

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and 
literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is 
receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly methods 
and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, 
whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications 
of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, readable 
presentation. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words are not 
considered for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes translations, 
which should accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges its contributors 
to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek wording free of dis-
criminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article submitted 
is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Committee. 
Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the Editorial 
Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until a final 
decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, to 
members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be addressed 
to the Editor of PMLA, Modem Language Assn., 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 
10003-6981. An author’s name should not appear on the manuscript; instead, a cover 
sheet, with the author’s name, address, and the title of the article, should accompany 
the article. Authors should not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted 
text or notes if such references would identify them; any necessary references to the 
author’s previous work, for example, should be in the third person.

Criticism in Translation

MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for trans-
lations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as independent 
units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two types of proposals 
are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods that has not lost its force-
fulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a noteworthy event for a 
broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient weight and potential 
influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous 
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor with 
the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended summary 
of the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 1,000 
words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the essay 
if the essay is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original. In 
addition, if the proposer wishes to serve as translator of the essay or to designate a 
translator (who must also be an MLA member), a 1,000-word sample of the translation 
should be submitted; otherwise the Editorial Board will select a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA's 9,000-word limit. The 
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the trans-
lations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.
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