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The term social cognition comprises of the perception and cognitive processing of stimuli of the social 
environment that is necessary to understand one's own behaviour and that of others. Social cognition 
is important for conscious and unconscious behaviour in social interactions and is composed of the 
recognition and interpretation of emotions in faces, body language and speech, reflection of one's 
own mental state and intentions as well as the realization of others' intentions, thoughts and feelings. 
The mirror neuron system is involved in empathetic processes. Several aspects of the neural 
correlates of social interaction, embodiment and the mirror neuron system in schizophrenia and 
autism will be reported. 
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