
CONCLUSIONS:

ILR costs were greater than PM costs, with little
difference in QALY outcomes over two-years. Findings
are generalizable to patients similar to SPRITELY
participants, from the perspective of the Canadian
health care system. However, practice pattern variation
and payment systems inhibit generalizability to other
countries. Future analysis will explore cost and QALY
outcomes in countries that participated in the SPRITELY
trial.
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INTRODUCTION:

The National Oral Health Policy (NOHP) “Smiling Brazil”
was launched in 2004, with the goal of reorienting the
model of oral health care in the Unified Health System.
Up to then, this area was impaired by limited access and
curative procedures. The NOHP aims to reorganize
Primary Health Care in Oral Health, expand and qualify
Specialized Care and add fluoride in the public water
supply. This review will bring a reflective view of NOHP
evaluation.

METHODS:

This review work searched for evidence on the Bireme
and Google Academic databases, with the keywords
“Evaluation” and “National Oral Health Policy” in
October 2017. The search was limited to full texts in
Portuguese, English and Spanish. After reading the
titles, the abstracts and finally the complete texts, the
articles that did not correspond to the evaluation
objective of the NOHP were excluded.

RESULTS:

Of the 381 initial articles found, fifteen were selected for
inclusion in this study. The majority reported advances
in the quality and scope of oral health care with
expanded access and provision of services, such as
preventive actions, health education, fluoridation of the
public water supply and an increase in population
coverage. There was also an improvement in the main

indicators, in resolution, financial investments and
epidemiological surveys. Moreover, few studies showed
improvement in user satisfaction. Conversely, difficulties
were identified in overcoming the traditional care
model, in training and professional appreciation.
Challenges included the need to expand access to
fluoridated water, increase coverage, build a more
comprehensive care network and reduce regional
disparities.

CONCLUSIONS:

After 13 years, advances and challenges can be
observed in the quality and comprehensiveness of oral
health care in Brazil. There is evident improvement in
indicators; however there remains a lack of access and
resolution in the actions, with a large number of
regional discrepancies.
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INTRODUCTION:

Screening for psoriatic arthritis (PsA) is expected to
identify patients at earlier stages of the disease. Early
treatment is expected to slow disease progression and
delay the need for biologic therapy. This study
estimated the cost-effectiveness of screening tools for
PsA in Canada.

METHODS:

A Markov model was built to estimate the associated
costs and quality-adjusted life-years (QALYs) of
screening tools for PsA in patients using topical
treatment for psoriasis. The screening tools included:
the Toronto Psoriatic Arthritis Screening (ToPAS)
questionnaire; the Psoriasis Epidemiology Screening
Tool (PEST); the Psoriatic Arthritis Screening and
Evaluation (PASE) questionnaire; and the Early ARthritis
for Psoriatic patients (EARP) questionnaire. Health states
were defined by disability levels, as measured by the
Health Assessment Questionnaire (HAQ), and state
transition was modeled according to annual disease
progression. Screening was assumed to be effective
during a 2-year sojourn period. Incremental
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cost-effectiveness ratios (ICERs) were estimated based
on health-state specific costs and utilities. A probabilistic
analysis was undertaken to account for parameter
uncertainty. All results were compared with the
commonly cited cost-effectiveness threshold of CAD
50,000 (USD 37, 600) per additional QALY.

RESULTS:

Screening with the ToPAS questionnaire resulted in cost
savings compared with no screening or the EARP
questionnaire, with a total cost of CAD 30,706 (USD
23,090) and 17.29 QALYs. The PEST dominated the PASE
questionnaire and was more costly and more effective
than the ToPAS questionnaire, with an ICER of CAD
312,398 (USD 234,909). The results were most sensitive
to test sensitivity and specificity, HAQ progression, and
average HAQ score at diagnosis and the start of biologic
therapy. A scenario analysis tested screening efficacy for
a 1-year period before diagnosis, with the ToPAS
questionnaire remaining the most cost-effective option.

CONCLUSIONS:

Screening was cost-effective compared with no screening
at the commonly used cost-effectiveness threshold of
CAD 50,000 (USD 37, 600). Value of information analyses
will be useful for determining the need to collect further
information around test accuracy parameters.
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INTRODUCTION:

With the rapid increase in technologies and innovations
to support a growing aging population in many
countries, health technology assessment (HTA) of
technologies for the aging populace warrants special
consideration. Building on our efforts at Health
Technology Assessment international (HTAi)
conferences in 2016 and 2017, this presentation will
highlight themes generated from two previous HTAi
collaborations, with an aim of continuing to build
interest and capacity in HTA for aging-related

technologies in an international ecosystem that is
responsive to local needs and global opportunities.

METHODS:

Researchers from Canada’s technology and aging
network (AGE-WELL) collaborated with international
panelists at HTAi conferences in 2016 and 2017 to
explore interest in HTA focused on aging. International
panelists shared the current state of aging and HTA in
their respective countries. At both sessions,
opportunities were provided for participants to rate the
importance of themes identified by the panelists.

RESULTS:

At the 2016 session, the two most highly ranked themes
were: (i) how HTA can help identify the unmet needs of
older adults in society that could be met by technology;
and (ii) engagement of older adults and caregivers. These
two themes became the starting point for the panel
discussion in 2017. At this session, the highest ranked
themes were: (i) identification of challenges in HTA and
aging; (ii) approaches to advancing the effectiveness of
HTA in addressing technology and aging; and (iii)
development of an aging-related interest group in HTAi.

CONCLUSIONS:

International collaborations have identified a number of
recommendations to consider for HTA and aging-
related work including: developing a good mutual
awareness and understanding of barriers and
opportunities; the importance of co-creating solutions
with patients, healthcare providers, researchers,
innovators, and funders; and the identification of a suite
of methods and tools that can help accelerate
technological innovation in care delivery.
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INTRODUCTION:

Health technology assessments (HTA) for combination
drug therapies in oncology are increasingly common.
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