
actually happened. A further welcome feature of this volume is the geographical scope of
the material discussed, which evidences a wide range of miracle collections from across
Europe, including England, Scotland, France, Scandinavia, the Low Countries, and
Hungary. This allows for comparisons of miracle collections from different countries in
order to look at broad trends, as in Chapter 1. Conversely, Chapters 12 and 13, for example,
focus on one country or region, thereby offering an in-depth analysis of the political con-
text of the miracle narratives under discussion. In both cases, the authors remain sensitive
to the advantages and disadvantages of broad versus focused approaches. For example, Iona
McCleery’s work in Chapter 12 concentrates on miracle collections from Portugal but ends
by urging that “regional and national differences [of miracles/miracle collections] should be
compared and discussed much more” (270). Additionally, there is a well-judged overlap-
ping of themes and issues throughout the volume. Chapters 3–5, for example, discuss can-
onization processes, while Chapters 5–7 all include an examination of the shrine of
Thomas Aquinas at Fossanova, Italy, and his canonization process. Such overlapping serves
to consolidate the work of the volume as a whole and, at the same time, illustrates how new
light can be shed on a topic by examining it from a range of viewpoints. Finally, the exten-
sive footnotes that accompany each chapter, together with the selected bibliography, index
and, in some instances, appendices (Chapters 4 and 12) combine to make this a really rich
resource for students and scholars alike.

Minor editorial issues throughout detract at times from the overall quality of the volume.
Chapter 6, for example, discusses Stephen of Bourbon’s work in detail but at one point his
name appears as Étienne de Bourbon (135). Later (143), meaning is affected by a typing
error and odd phrasing (“one has to contend himself”). Other chapters have similar issues.

Chapters 6 and 7 discuss miracles as they appear in sermons and aspects of access to
shrines. However, further discussion of the role of indulgences and some additional
concentrated work on the interplay between miracle, shrine, relic or miracle-working
image, the liturgy, and the devotee would have been welcome.

All in all, this volume constitutes an important resource, especially for students and
scholars embarking on a study of medieval miracle collections. It would be of value in
any university library.

Frances Cook
University of Reading
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The Politics of Sanctity: Figurative Sculpture at Selles-sur-Cher. By
Deborah Kahn. Vistas: New Scholarship on Sculpture 1250–1780.
London/Turnhout, Belgium: Harvey Miller Publishers/Brepols, 2020.
271 pp. 40 b/w & 200 color illus., 5 maps. €125.00 cloth.

In recent decades, scholars of Romanesque architecture and sculpture have suggested
earlier dates for many monuments, in some remarkable cases by a matter of decades.
In one way, we might situate Deborah Kahn’s recent book on Selles-sur-Cher within
that broader trend. Kahn makes a meticulous and compelling case that its sculpture,
long regarded to be a monument from the mid-1100s of limited interest, dates, rather,
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to the 1030s. This consequential recalibration of the date is a major contribution, situ-
ating the relief sculpture among the earliest and most extensive cycles to survive from
the early eleventh century, a period that witnessed the revival of monumental sculpture
on a scale not seen in antiquity. Kahn has singlehandedly repositioned the sculpture of
Selles-sur-Cher from the art historical margins to its center, taking a place alongside
monuments such as Saint-Benoît-sur-Loire and Saint-Germain-des-Prés. The attentive
and extensive analysis she dedicates to Selles-sur-Cher in a handsomely, well-illustrated
volume is both warranted and welcome.

The book is divided into five chapters beyond its introduction and conclusion.
Chapter 1 provides a general context for the genesis of this remarkable building.
Situated in the diocese of Bourges, the abbey church was in a region contested by
the Angevins and Capetians. The Peace of God movement that flourished in the
1020s and 1030s when churchmen cajoled laymen to embrace orthodox Christianity,
including the adoration of saints, as a means to quell the violence that accompanied
the ceaseless struggles among the nobility to increase their territorial holdings. The
chapter ends with an examination of the resurgence of ashlar masonry in church build-
ing in the early eleventh century, briefly touching on its Roman and Solomonic
associations.

Chapter 2 provides textual and art historical evidence for the early date of the church
and its sculpture, for which, characteristically for the period, there are no surviving doc-
uments that yield insight into the patronage and builders. The writing of a new life of
St. Eusice, episodes of which appear on the carved exterior frieze of the church, roughly
coincided with the arrival of a new group of canons around 1020, both of which could
have provided an impetus to promote the saint’s cult through a building project. Details
of the building and sculpture are convincingly likened to details of the eleventh-century
porch at Saint-Benoît-sur-Loire, also located in the Loire valley. The chapter ends with
inferences, imminently reasonable, on three possible individuals who may have been
instrumental to the project: Gauzlin, archbishop of Bourges, who was likely involved
with construction at Saint-Benoît-sur-Loire; Letaldus de Micy, a celebrated hagiogra-
pher and author of Eusice’s new vita; and Béatrix, wife of Geoffrey de Vierzon, lord
of Selles.

Chapter 3 offers a detailed account of the Selles-sur-Cher’s architecture and interior
sculpture. After giving an account of the alterations to the structure in the post-
medieval period, the author firmly aligns the plan of the building, as well as its orna-
ments, within eleventh-century norms. Following a recent proposal of Éliane Vergnolle
that the contemporary east end of Beaulieu-lès-Loches was meant as an evocation, Kahn
contemplates a similar allusion may have been intended at Selles-sur-Cher to evoke in
the church’s forms a path of salvation for visiting pilgrims.

The exterior friezes are the focus of Chapter 4, the lengthiest of the volume. Helpful
drawings accompany photographs of the weathered sculptures that feature a scene of
St. Gregory at his desk; various episodes from the life of Eusice, such as a miracle
of cooling bread and healing a child; episodes from the Passion of Christ; and scenes
of battle. In many instances, because of extreme deterioration or ambiguity in the
images, the scenes are unknown, but, in one case, Kahn identifies a visualization of
an incorrect rumor that Jews destroyed the Holy Sepulchre.

The final chapter considers a fundamental question, namely what mechanisms facil-
itated the revival of monumental stone sculpture in the early decades of the eleventh
century. Kahn points to the fact that many monuments in the Loire valley from this
period incorporate several motifs and suggests that pen-and-ink drawings may help
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explain this phenomenon. She points to a notebook at Saint-Benoît-sur-Loire that had
drawings added around the year 1000 of various antique sculptures, including Roman
capital forms. She then turns to another collection of sketches, assembled in Limoges by
Adhémar de Chabannes between 1010 and 1028, that in many instances bear a striking
resemblance to details at Selles-sur-Cher. Kahn’s evidence is compelling and is likely to
generate much discussion among art historians in years to come.

Appending this volume are Latin editions and English translations of the various
texts of Eusice’s life and miracles, including Gregory’s and Letaldus’s. A second appen-
dix transcribes with English translation an important charter in Selles-sur-Cher that
mentions Béatrix and her husband’s release of any jurisdictional claims over the church
of Saint Eusice.

In sum, this model study advances our understanding of not only an important
monument but, more broadly, the early development of Romanesque sculpture. It is
essential reading for anyone interested in that history.

Kirk Ambrose
University of Colorado Boulder

doi:10.1017/S0009640723000021

Heilige und Heiden im legendarischen Erzählen des 13.
Jahrhunderts: Formen und Funktionen der Aushandlung des
religiösen Gegensatzes zum Heidentum. By Felix Prautzsch.
Literature–Theorie–Geschichte: Beiträge zu einer
kulturwissenschaftlichen Mediävistik 20. Berlin and Boston: Walter
de Gruyter, 2021. xii + 416 pp. $118.99 cloth, Open Access at https://
doi.org/10.1515/9783110664720.

Written as a dissertation under the direction of Marina Münkler, Felix Prautzsch’s book
examines encounters between Christians and non-Christians, or more specifically
between Christian saints and their “heathen” opponents, in Latin and German hagio-
graphic narratives produced in the thirteenth century. Prautzsch’s argument is primar-
ily formal, utilizing systems theory grounded in the work of Niklas Luhmann to analyze
the structures through which legenda constructed and communicated meaning.
However, Prautzsch also historically situates these texts in relation to the crusades,
the rise of the mendicant orders, the missionary activity of Franciscans to North
Africa and Asia, and related phenomena that increased the scope of possibility for
actual encounters between Christians and non-Christians to a degree parallel to the sit-
uation of early Christians as a persecuted minority in the pagan Roman Empire.

The theoretical and historical frameworks are outlined in the first two chapters, while
the remainder of the book focuses on structural and literary analysis of specific hagiographic
texts. These include several selections from Jacobus da Voragine’s Legenda Aurea and the
Middle High German Passional associated with the Teutonic Order, and a range of other
legends in German verse such as Wetzel von Bernau’s Margaretenlegende, Reinbot von
Durne’s Der heilige Georg, the material on Pope Sylvester I from Kondrad von
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