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John Sandlos asks an interesting question regarding the
history of wildlife conservation in Canada’s Northwest
Territories. He asks if it is the case that megafauna such
as caribou, muskox, and wood bison only continue to
exist in the Northwest Territories because of a history of
careful wildlife management by the emerging Canadian
state. He answers that there can be little doubt that
the efforts made by Canada in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries to manage Arctic and sub-Arctic
wildlife are certainly part of the reason why these animals
still exist, but that the view that this was the result of
a sort of conservationist ethos to protect these iconic
species for the sake of preservation is naı̈ve at best. The
conservation of these species is directly tied to the internal
colonial aspirations of Canada to manage its territory and
the native peoples living there. Conservation becomes
an excuse and also a tool to reform and reshape the
northern parts of Canada into a legal landscape that can
be owned in the Lockian understanding of the agricultural
revolution. While this argument is not entirely new and
is certainly sympathetic to much scholarly attention to
wildlife-management regimes in the circumpolar north,
Sandlos provides a detailed investigation into the actions,
arguments, and motivations of the characters at the front
of this movement. As a history of conflict, it is both useful
and enlightening.

Admittedly, when I started reading this book and
discovered that it was organised into three core sections,
each focused on the history of the conservation of one
species: muskox, caribou, or wood bison, I was dubious
about the value of this writing method. It is an organisation
that is reminiscent of the species-by-species scientific
management that many of the first nations people I have
worked with find highly problematic. However, as a clear
history sourced from the very documents that the govern-
ment created and referenced, this organisation has merit.
By taking it one species at a time and maintaining a focus
on the ‘charismatic big game species’ that were the prime
focus of conservationists, the reader is exposed to the
top–down manipulation of conservation by Canada for its
own commercial and nation-building interests. Moreover
it allows for the dismissal of aboriginal perspectives on
these management plans to be exposed for what they were:
blatant paternalistic attempts to domesticate the north and
its people via programs of agrarian reform and coercive
tutelage.

The management of bison forms Sandlos’ point of
departure and sets the main driver of the book in
motion. With the catastrophic near eradication of the
plains bison populations, bison were an early focus of
conservationists. The protection of the northern animals

against the perceived irrational slaughter of bison by
Native communities forms Sandlos’ analytical trajectory
that is then worked through the other two cases. Finishing
with the caribou crisis, the book demonstrates how an
unquestioned conservation complex reached the apex of
its hegemonic power in northern Canada in the 1970s.
His description of the management of wood bison and
caribou are far more detailed than that of muskox. This
choice perhaps reflects the attention given to these species
at the time; however, the case of muskox reintroduction
programmes and the species’ on-going protected status
in many parts of Canada’s north continues to cause
considerable friction between native communities and
management officials, and I was left wanting more from
this particular case study.

Sandlos is correct to couple conservation to the social
evolutionary assumptions that Canada used to form its
management policies that were supposed to benefit the
native peoples of the north. These peoples were envisioned
as living a precarious existence with no forethought, and
could not be trusted under these terms to relate to the
valuable resources of the north in a rational way. He
explains how first agriculture and then industry were
understood to be tools to advance people out of savagery
to become productive, manageable citizens. Indeed these
arguments in other guises are still being forwarded as
common-sense solutions to multiple issues in Canada’s
north. Then, as now, the argument rests upon an image of
economic and wider social collapse, which is evidenced
by the purported over-kills of wildlife. Sandlos, like
other social scientists who have scrutinised this argument,
point out that these poorly evidenced and analysed over-
kills were central to the policies of conservation. Instead
of supporting the trapping and hunting economy, the
government chose to support programmes where Native
people were forced to accept economic dependency
in exchange for a promise of ephemeral wage labour
created through various industries. Conflict is the result in
situations like these, and this book has done a great service
in tracing the archival documentation of the conflicts that
followed.

While perhaps beyond the scope of this book, it would
have been beneficial to have more of a sense of the
various resolutions that have been proposed for these
conflicts. Beginning about the same time that this book’s
history ends, there was considerable action on the part of
native people in the Canadian north to reassert their own
national interests, and central to these movements was an
insistence that they retain jurisdiction over the lands and
animals that have supported them from time immemorial.
In various hearings, they, along with many social scientists
that they employed, dismantled the culture collapse model
by demonstrating that is was not only historically and
economically inaccurate but also that it was the model
and not the people who hunt and trap that was retrograde.
However, this book does provide a detailed context for
an understanding of the colonial efforts in the north on
the part of conservationist and economic interests that
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is unique and many will find very useful. I intend to
use this book in courses that I teach in this manner
and would recommend it for anyone interested in the
history of this part of the circumpolar north or of Canada.
(Robert P. Wishart, Department of Anthropology, School
of Social Sciences, Edward Wright Building, University
of Aberdeen, Aberdeen AB24 3QY.)
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This comprehensive book, the sixth by the author, is very
timely for the several 50th anniversaries it commemorates.
As well as its principal subject the combination of
the International Geophysical Year (IGY), foundation
of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research, and
negotiation of the Antarctic Treaty are all relevant. New
Zealand was a major contributor to all these international
events. The author has written several books and many
papers on this subject that he knows both from practical
and theoretical aspects.

The book starts with a general introduction to the
interest of New Zealand in the Ross Sea region, which
was designated the Ross Dependency in 1923. Indeed
it was the foundation of the New Zealand Antarctic
Society in 1933 that began a slow, but continuous,
effort to strengthen the interest of the government (and
subsequently in the conservation of the historic huts). The
early part of the book concisely summarises activities
in that region and includes brief mentions of New
Zealand activities elsewhere in the Antarctic, notably with
the Australasian Antarctic Expedition, 1911–1914, and
the British, Australian New Zealand Antarctic Research
Expeditions of 1929–1930 and 1930–1931.

A combination of two expeditions was responsible
for the beginning of continuous New Zealand operations:
the support party of the Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic
Expedition and the Royal Society International Geophys-
ical Year Expedition. Trevor Hatherton reconnoitred a
site for a station during the 1955–1956 summer and both
expeditions established a combined station, ‘Scott Base’,
in the next summer. These were led by Sir Edmund Hillary
and Trevor Hatherton respectively. After winter the Trans-
Antarctic party pioneered a route which, eventually,
reached the South Pole and was then used by the crossing
party (led by Dr Vivian Fuchs). The Royal Society party
was involved in the IGY programmes. Construction of the
station, which became ‘Scott Base’, began on 9 January
1957. On 20 January Harold Ruegg, Administrator of
the Ross Dependency, presided over the raising of the
New Zealand flag on a flagpole formerly used at Captain
Scott’s hut at Hut Point. During the 1957 winter 18
Trans-Antarctic and five Royal Society men wintered.
On 31 January a combined New Zealand and United

States station was established at Cape Hallett for IGY
research and as a weather station for flights from New
Zealand to Ross Island (the Campbell Island station and
a picket ship also provided data). The winter complement
included three New Zealanders. Thus was the beginning
of continuous New Zealand Antarctic activities.

David Harrowfield’s book consequently has much to
cover and this is done in a series of thematic chapters.
Research from ‘Scott Base’ included the usual met-
eorological and geophysical observations with regional
geology and glaciology. In addition, it had a New
Zealand speciality; volcanology. Throughout its history
new buildings were constructed and old ones demolished.
The first building is, fortuitously, preserved (and is
now closer to the ‘heroic age’ than to the present).
Administrative arrangements responded to changes and
the quotation from the prime minister in 1973 epitomises
the modern circumstances: ‘[t]he needs today are much
greater than when Scott Base was first occupied.’ Thus
the administrative history, and extension of ‘Scott Base’,
are described in a separate chapter.

Farther afield investigation of the several dry valleys
began in 1958 after which a base was established near
Lake Vanda that, with the exception of three winters,
was a summer station until rising water necessitated its
removal. Other summer stations for particular purposes
were established, notable amongst these was Cape Bird,
eponymous for penguin and skua studies. ‘Deep Field’
expeditions penetrated the more distant parts of the Ross
Dependency and a proportion were combined operations
with United States scientists. International aspects have, in
all programmes, been significant with long-term Japanese
research being notable.

Mountaineering has always been a strong New Zeal-
and activity (indeed the ascent of Mount Everest by Sir Ed-
mund Hillary is a direct association). Thus, perhaps more
than any comparable Antarctic programme, members of
the New Zealand Alpine Club have made many ascents
and conducted survey along the coastal ranges of Victoria
Land. Likewise accounts of the involvement of several
universities in various research projects is described. The
variable effects of occasional private expeditions from
various countries are noted as are the arrival of tourist
expeditions. While many of these are welcome and a few
are able support research, their effects on base have been
significant.

The book concludes with a detailed series of ap-
pendices, comprehensive notes (referenced by number
throughout the text), a bibliography and detailed index.
Lists of complements of wintering personnel, decorations
awarded, arts fellows, and current senior personnel are
appended. A chronological table concisely outlines the
history of the New Zealand Antarctic Programme from
1955. Endnotes are comprehensive and a detailed index is
provided. A selection of maps appears at the beginning of
the book but it has been difficult to make these adequately
detailed (although inserts and keys assist). The large
number, over 150, of well-reproduced illustrations is an
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