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Gilded Age Politics and the Front Porch Campaign
of 1888
Charles W. Calhoun

"A masterwork of mature
scholarship—beautifully written,
carefully researched, and finely
argued. Calhoun evocatively locales
the fascinating campaign of 1888 in
both the context of Gilded Age
society and the disappointing reality
of our contemporary politics."
—Michael McGerr, author of A
Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall
of the Progressive Movement in
America, 1870-1920

"Charles Calhoun has craked a
sophisticated, highly readable, and
convincing analysis of the contest
between Grover Cleveland and
Benjamin Harrison. Minority Victory
should forever put to rest the notion that the political controversy over
the tariff was a 'sham battle.' On the contrary, Calhoun makes clear that
the national leaders of both parties saw the battle over the tariff as central
to their definition of their parties and central as well to the future of the
nation. He also argues persuasively that Harrisons campaign presaged
significant features of the better-known campaign of William McKinley
in 1896 and thai Harrisons administration anticipated key elements in the
presidencies of McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt."—Robert W. Cherny,
author of American Politics in the Gilded Age, 1868-1900
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