
CONCLUSIONS:

Stakeholders supported the need for peer review in
evaluating funding applications. Our results suggest
that four to six peer reviews per application is optimum,
depending on the expertise needed to complement
that of advisory boards.
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INTRODUCTION:

National health research funders are accountable to the
public with regard to the societal impact of the research,
including health technology assessment (HTA), that
they fund. Failing to do so can not only negatively affect
public trust in the allocation of resources to funding
agencies, but can also lead to public mistrust in science.

METHODS:

We present the results of reducing research waste to
ensure societal responsible research, both at an
international and national level. In the Netherlands, the
National Organization for Health Research and
Development (ZonMw) developed an analytical
framework to assess its research programs, including
the national HTA program.

RESULTS:

An evaluation of 12 national funding agencies in
Australia, Europe and North America demonstrated that
certain processes (e.g. how research questions are
prioritized or decided) are not transparent. At the
international level, health funders believe that they
have a joint responsibility not just to seek to advance
knowledge, but also to advance the practices of health-
related research and research funding. In the
Netherlands, ZonMw (HTA) research programs perform
well regarding addressing societal relevance (e.g.
stakeholder participation) and reasonably well on
scientific quality (e.g. international cooperation and
knowledge sharing). Efficiency (e.g. encouraging use of
existing data and systematic reviews) appears to be less
well developed, while integrity (e.g. preventing
publication bias) is underexposed.

CONCLUSIONS:

Although ZonMw is doing reasonably well in terms of
reducing research waste, it was concluded that more
focus on societal impact assessment is needed. To do so
funding agencies need to collaborate with all relevant
stakeholders. This is especially relevant in the field of
HTA where the ambition is to move from evidence to
impact.
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INTRODUCTION:

In 2017 the Brazilian Ministry of Health (BMH), through
the Department of Science and Technology (DECIT) and
in partnership with the Hospital Alemão Oswaldo Cruz
(HAOC), financially supported research activities
focused on health technology assessment (HTA) on
topics deemed important by the BMH. The aim was to
help resolve the priority health problems of the Brazilian
population and to strengthen the management of the
Unified Health System, within the scope of HTA.

METHODS:

A survey of HTA research needs was carried out in all
BMH sectors through internal meetings conducted by
representatives from each of the sectors. The problems
and needs were then discussed, prioritized, and
transformed into research lines in a workshop
sponsored jointly by DECIT and the HAOC. Following
this, a specific public call was made to the HTA
community to comment on the prioritized research
lines. The submitted research projects were then judged
and selected by a committee of experts in the field. The
approved projects were contracted, and when the
projects were completed the results were presented
and discussed by the researchers in a final seminar for
representatives of the BMH technical areas.

RESULTS:

A total of 135 research gaps were identified, of which
forty-two lines of research were included in the research
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call after the prioritization workshop and the search for
evidence in the literature. The call involved an amount
of BRL one million (USD 280,442), and seventeen
research projects were financed, including two
systematic reviews, seven rapid reviews, and eight
economic evaluations.

CONCLUSIONS:

The promotion of research by the BMH has enabled the
search for scientific evidence to support public policies
and decision making in health services.
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INTRODUCTION:

Increased capacity for utilization of Health
Technology Assessment (HTA) is key to ensuring high-
impact; affordable health technologies reach the
people who need them most. It also enables an
environment for research in access to lifesaving
technologies and innovations. The number of people
suffering from one or more chronic diseases is rapidly
increasing and the existing systems of care are not
adequately addressing this increase. Increased HTA
visibility provides an opportunity for a formal
connection of Health Technologies (HTs), building a
new working relationship among patients and
healthcare professionals, health system
strengthening, engagement of patients /consumers
and health care professionals for follow up on existing
HTs, and assessing new Health Technology
innovations.

METHODS:

We reviewed existing HTA literature, and hosted a
meeting of fifty participants at the first HTA meeting
representing different health stakeholders including
patients. The meeting explored innovative synergies
that addressed best practices in health policy and
technological decision making, and opportunities for
integrating HTA in Uganda’s Health system.

RESULTS:

Induced practical skills in coordinating a number of
uncoordinated health technologies to over forty
participants, an HTA strategy developed to complement
national HTA initiatives and to generate information and
tools to facilitate the start of hospital-based HTA
initiatives in hospitals countrywide and regionally, to
improve quality and efficiency of current initiatives. An
HTA association, “Uganda Association of Health
Technology Assessment - UAHTA” was formed, and a
work plan for piloting hospital based HTA was
developed.

CONCLUSIONS:

A Health Technology Assessment (HTA) system will
enable comprehensive patient-centered, integrated (as
opposed to simultaneous but independent) assessment
of complex health technologies. There is a need for
increased capacity and partnerships towards evidence
generation, and accountability measures.
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INTRODUCTION:

Shared decision-making (SDM) is an essential
component of patient-centered care, involving
communication and discussions between physicians
and patients on various options to meet their health
needs. This study examines the current situation of
patients’ participation in decision-making in relation to
the clinical application of drug-eluting stents (DES).
Further, the impact of patients’ involvement in decision-
making on patients’ adoption of DES was analyzed, with
a view to providing research outcomes to guide clinical
practice.

METHODS:

A cross-sectional study was conducted from July to
December 2016 in selected hospitals in Fujian Province,
Sichuan Province, and Shanghai in China. Patients with
coronary heart disease completed a survey, which
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