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Plate VI 1. Marble statue. Dead Gaulish warrior. Venice, Museo Archeologico.
Roman copy after Greek original, part of the 'Small Attalid monument'.
c. 160 B.C.; 2. Imperial relief cameo, 'Gemma Augustea'. Allegory of
Augustus and his world dominion. Vienna, Kunsthistorischen Museum.
A.D. 10—14; 3- Relief frieze from Temple of Apollo in Circo, Rome. Part
of triumphal procession of Augustus, with trophy and captives on a bier.
Rome, Museo Montemartini. c. 20 B.C.

Plate VII 1. Amphora from Athens. Departure of a warrior. Berlin, Staatliche
Museen. c. 530 B.C.; 2. Relief from an honorific arch of Marcus Aurelius.
Return (adventus) of the emperor from war. Rome, Arch of Constantine
(secondary use), A.D. 176.

Jas Eisner, Archaeologies and Agendas: Reflections on Late Ancient Jewish Art and Early
Christian Art

Plate VIII Fragment of a Seasons Sarcophagus from Rome (exact provenance
unknown though often misreported as from the Vigna Randanini
catacomb, which has Jewish iconography), now in the Museo Nazionale
Romano. Probably last quarter of the third century A.D. The clipeus held
by the two central winged Victories (which would have originally been
flanked by the four Seasons in the guise of winged erotes, of whom only
Autumn carrying a basket of fruits is intact) would normally have held a
portrait tondo of the deceased, but has here been cut (or recut?) to depict
a menorah. Beneath the menorah are three putti treading grapes in a
basin, a common motif with possible but not exclusively Dionysiac
intimations, as well as other putti riding animals by the feet of the
Victories and Seasons.

Plate IX 1. Painted terracotta ceiling tile from the Dura Europos Synagogue,
mid-third century A.D. NOW in the Yale University Art Gallery; 2.
Painted terracotta ceiling tile from the House of the Large Atrium at
Dura Europos (also known as the House of the Court), mid-third century
A.D. Now in the Yale University Art Gallery.
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Plate X i. Painted terracotta ceiling tile from the Dura Europos Synagogue,
mid-third century A.D. NOW in the Yale University Art Gallery; 2.
Painted terracotta ceiling tile from the House of the Large Atrium at
Dura Europos (also known as the House of the Court), mid-third century
A.D. Now in the Yale University Art Gallery.

Plate XI Panel depicting the sacrifice of Isaac from the mosaic pavement of the
Beth Alpha synagogue, Palestine, discovered in 1929. Probably sixth
century A.D. TO the left are two youths with a saddled donkey that has a
bell around its neck. In the centre is a ram bound to a tree with the hand
of God above. The Hebrew inscriptions read 'and behold a ram' above
the ram, and 'lay not [thine hand upon the lad]' above the tree. Both
Abraham and the child Isaac, to the right beside a flaming altar, are
named in Hebrew.

Plate XII Painted panel above the Torah shrine from the Dura Europos synagogue,
discovered in 1932, now in the Damascus Museum. These images are
from the first stage of the decoration of the building (first or second
quarter of the third century A.D.) and were preserved and incorporated
in the paintings of the second stage (c. A.D. 240). The images show, from
left to right, a menorah, the Temple, and the sacrifice of Isaac. In the
sacrifice scene, Abraham, sword in hand, stands with his back to the
viewer, above the ram tied to the tree. To the left is the altar with Isaac
lying on top (also with his back to the viewer, and his head to the right)
and the hand of God above. To the upper right is a disputed image of
what may be a figure (also seen from behind) in a tent.

Plate XIII Fresco of the sacrifice of Isaac from Cubiculum C of the Via Latina
catacomb, Rome, discovered 1955. First quarter of the fourth century
A.D. Abraham stands by the flaming altar with Isaac kneeling before him.
To the left is the ram, while below is a servant with a donkey.

Plate XIV White marble relief of the tauroctony found in 1931 in the Mithraeum
under the Palazzo dei Musei di Roma, Rome. Late third century A.D.
Mithras in Persian dress slays the bull, whose tail ends in an ear of corn,
stabbing him in the neck (quite unlike the norms of Roman bull sacrifice)
while a dog and a serpent lick the blood. A scorpion grabs the bull's
testicles. To the left and right respectively stand the Mithraic torch-
bearers Cautes and Cautopates. To the far left, in what is possibly an
earlier scene within the sacred narrative, a figure (Mithras?) carries the
bull. At the top left and right are busts of Sol and Luna, while a raven on
the rocks to the left pecks at Mithras' cloak with its beak. The inscription
reads: 'Deo Soli invicto Mithrae Ti(tus) Cl(audius) Hermes ob votum
dei typum d(onum) d(edit)'.

Plate XV Fresco of the Prophets of Baal making sacrifice on Mount Carmel, from
the lower tier of the south wall of the Dura Europos synagogue. Now in
the Damascus Museum, c. A.D. 240. The priests of Baal, standing in
groups of four to either side of the altar in the centre, fail to summon fire
from heaven to consume the garlanded bullock on the altar. In the niche
below the altar is Hiel, who — according to Jewish legend — tried to
ignite the wood manually when Baal failed to intervene supernaturally,
but was killed by a serpent sent by God.
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