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A B STRACTS     

Ethnonationalist Triads

assessing the influence of kin groups on civil wars

By Lars-Erik Cederman, Luc Girardin, and Kristian Skrede Gleditsch
Although the case-based literature suggests that kin groups are prominent in ethnonational-

ist conflicts, quantitative studies of civil war onset have both overaggregated and underaggre-
gated the role of ethnicity, by looking at civil war at the country level instead of among specific 
groups and by treating individual countries as closed units, ignoring groups’ transnational links. 
In this article the authors integrate transnational links into a dyadic perspective on conflict be-
tween marginalized ethnic groups and governments. They argue that transnational links can in-
crease the risk of conflict as transnational kin support can facilitate insurgencies and are difficult 
for governments to target or deter. The empirical analysis, using new geocoded data on ethnic 
groups on a transnational basis, indicates that the risk of conflict is high when large, excluded 
ethnic groups have transnational kin in neighboring countries, and it provides strong support for 
the authors’ propositions on the importance of transnational ties in ethnonationalist conflict.

Distribution and Redistribution

the shadow of the nineteenth century

By TORBEN IVERSEN and DAVID SOSKICE
	T he authors present an alternative to power resource theory as an approach to the study of 
distribution and redistribution. While they agree that partisanship and union power are impor-
tant, they argue that both are endogenous to more fundamental differences in the organization 
of capitalist democracies. Specifically, center-left governments result from pr consensus political 
systems (as opposed to majoritarian systems), while strong unions have their origins in coor-
dinated (as opposed to liberal) capitalism. These differences in political representation and in 
the organization of production developed jointly in the early twentieth century and explain the 
cross-national pattern of distribution and redistribution. The clusters have their origins in two 
distinct political economic conditions in the second half of the nineteenth century: one in which 
locally coordinated economies were coupled with strong guild traditions and heavy investment 
in cospecific assets and one in which market-based economies were coupled with liberal states 
and more mobile assets.

Institutional Development through Policy-Making

a case study of the brazilian central bank

By Matthew M. Taylor
A number of contemporary studies rightly emphasize the notion that policy outcomes result 

from institutional determinants. But as a growing literature on institutional development notes, 
these institutions are themselves impermanent. Sometimes, in crisis moments, institutions are 
replaced wholesale. More frequently, institutions evolve gradually over time. Using the Brazilian 
Central Bank as a case study, this article illustrates that the policy-making process itself can be 
a central driver of gradual institutional development, with institutions evolving through the ac-
cumulation of policy choices made over many years and under different policymakers in response 
to contemporaneous events and unforeseeable economic and political challenges.

Putting the Political Back into Political Economy by Bringing the State 
Back in Yet Again

By VIVIEN A. SCHMIDT
Dominant theoretical approaches in political economy today, whether they posit convergence 

to neoliberal capitalism, binary divergence of capitalisms, or tripartite differentiation of financial 
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governance, downplay the importance of state action. Their methodological approaches, rational 
choice and historical institutionalism, tend to reinforce their substantive theories either by dis-
aggregating the state into its historical institutional components or by focusing on the strategic 
actions of its rational actors. This article argues that by not taking state action seriously, they are 
unable to explain the differences in degree and kind of countries’ neoliberal reforms. For this, 
it is necessary to bring the state back in and to put the political back into political economy not 
just in terms of political economic institutions but also in terms of policies, polity, and politics. 
To explore the political in all its variety, however, the article demonstrates that at least one more 
methodological approach, discursive institutionalism, is also needed. This approach, by taking 
the role of ideas and discourse seriously, brings political actors as sentient beings back in. This in 
turn also enables the author to explain the dynamics of neoliberal reform in political economy.

Ironies of State Building

a comparative perspective on the American State

By DESMOND KING and ROBERT C. LIEBERMAN
	T his review of new directions in the American and comparative literatures on the state re-
veals important intellectual trends that parallel each other quite closely. Both comparativists and 
Americanists address similar questions about the sources of state authority, and both propose 
similar answers. Collectively, these scholars and others are retheorizing the state—developing 
a suppler, multidimensional picture of the state’s origins, structure, and consequences—to shed 
light on the reasons for the state’s stubborn refusal to cede the stage. The emerging understand-
ing of the state that the authors describe provides a framework not only for revisiting the state 
in the international realm but also, in dialogue with recent Americanist studies, for revising and 
deepening the understanding of the state’s paradoxical role in American political development 
and finally setting aside the assumption of the United States as stateless. In this emerging view, 
American state building, strength, and institutional capacity form through links with society, 
not necessarily through autonomy from society. But such distinctive patterns provide insights 
for comparative studies, too, for instance, in respect to the relationship between the state and 
welfare policy across nations.
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