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Aims. Restorative justice (RJ) is the process of bringing together
offender and victim in the aftermath of an offence. Handled cor-
rectly, there can be substantial benefits for both parties.
Communication is typically direct with an RJ facilitator from
the criminal justice system, but the Crown Prosecution Service
makes reference to the option of “shuttle mediation”, with the
RJ facilitator relaying information indirectly between parties.

The use of RJ in forensic psychiatry has been limited, with rea-
sons including concern for the patient offender’s vulnerability,
impact on their mental state from the stress of facing their victim,
and unpredictability of response. Adaptation of the “shuttle medi-
ation” model with use of a trusted mental health professional may
help to overcome many such obstacles.
Methods. Patient A committed his index offence of murder at age
22. During his mandatory life sentence, he developed schizophrenia
and was transferred to a secure hospital. His illness proved treat-
ment resistant and many years passed before he was discharged
to the community on life licence following Parole Board release.
Although generally stable, he was easily overwhelmed by stressful
situations, in which he could struggle to articulate his thoughts.

His victim’s wife and daughter enquired about the possibility
of restorative justice. A’s probation officer liaised with A’s consult-
ant psychiatrist. A was considered unsuitable for direct approach,
but following discussion with an RJ facilitator, a proxy model was
agreed upon. This was based on shuttle mediation but with the
consultant psychiatrist acting as shuttle, or proxy, for A.

The aims of the family were elicited in advance. Capacitous con-
sent to information sharing was obtained from A, with boundaries
of what would be shared clearly agreed. Information A wished to
share with the family was established, including verbatim quotes.
Results. Following the RJ meeting, feedback from the victim’s
family and A was strongly positive. The victim’s family reported
a sense of peace and closure from the experience. A’s long-
standing anxiety, with feelings of guilt and self-blame reduced.
Both parties expressed gratitude for the meeting and did not
find the use of a proxy negated the benefits of the experience.
Conclusion. This case report demonstrates that a proxy model of
restorative justice is feasible and can be successful for patient
offenders with severe and enduring mental disorder. The poten-
tial benefits to patient and victim suggest that it could be consid-
ered more widely as an option in forensic psychiatry settings.
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Aims. The scandal of sub-postmasters wrongly accused by the
post office of offences relating to the faulty IT Horizon system
is of ongoing media prominence.

Since May 2021 I have undertaken personal injury medico
legal assessments at the request of a solicitor representing those
falsely accused and convicted of offences by the post office.
Their convictions had been quashed in the court of appeal.
Methods. I interviewed fourteen individuals, age range 35 to 70
years, five women and nine men. Ten had brought claims for
Malicious Prosecution. The remaining four sub-postmasters
were part of the historical financial shortfalls scheme set up for
those who had not been prosecuted but were applying for
compensation.

Of the ten convicted sub-postmasters, four spent periods in
prison and the remaining six were given suspended or community
sentences. Those in prison were often separated from young chil-
dren by distance or withholding family members.

I assessed to what extent and in what way their mental health
and that of their families had been adversely affected as a result of
their experiences.

Assessments were undertaken remotely, including speaking
with a family member.

ICD 10 diagnostic criteria were used.
Results. All of the cases revealed evidence of psychopathology at
the time of the allegations or convictions and continued to vary-
ing degrees subsequently.

A diagnosis of PTSD was made in five cases, Adjustment
Disorder in 2 cases, Dysthymia in one case and depressive illness
in eight cases. In only four cases had the disorders resolved.

Four of the five cases of PTSD had evidence of a past psychi-
atric history prior to becoming sub-postmasters. Past history
included depression, impulsive overdose, eating disorder, pro-
blems related to gambling and abuse of alcohol and cocaine.

Both sub-postmasters who had been accused of taking money
due to faulty software and those who had been wrongly convicted
had high rates of psychopathology.

These findings are consistent with the only other study of
the psychological effects on sub-postmasters which found high
rates of psychopathology in both accused and convicted
individuals.

Existing diagnostic criteria were limited in capturing the suf-
fering of individuals who had endured such complex trauma so
a narrative description including the effects on family members
was also used.
Conclusion. This study of the mental health of falsely accused
sub-postmasters demonstrates a high degree of psychopathology
which may require therapeutic intervention.
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Aims. Self-harm affects around 20% of all young people in the
UK. Treatment options for self-harm remain limited and those
available are either non-specific or long and costly and may not
suit all young people. There is an urgent need to develop new scal-
able interventions to address this gap.

Imaginator is a novel imagery-based intervention targeting
self-harm initially developed for 16–25-year-olds. It is a blended
digital intervention delivering Functional Imagery Training
(FIT) via therapist sessions and a smartphone app. In this study
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