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feel there was enough infonnation. However. good general knowl­
edge about means of transmission (98% reported blood and 82%
semen) and prevention measures (78% indicated condom use) was
shown. Despite a predominant positiveattitude towards peoplewith
AIDS (68% would increase closeness), attitudes of rejection were
shown(7%said wouldhave nothing further to do witha mv+ friend
and 4% would exclude that person from work or school). Students'
responses indicated lack of knowledge and misconceptions. only
41% of students mentioned vaginal secretions as a mean of trans­
mission. In addition,30% of students thoughttheycould be infected
by sharing a toilet with an HIV+ patient, 5% by sharing dishes and
drinking glasses and, 4% by sharing a napkin. The most striking
misconceptions about preventive measures were. choice of partner
(reported by 27%) and faithfullness (reported by 22%). Television
(78%) and newspapers (49%) were the most common sources of
information about AIDS. University students mentioned doctors as
the bestpersonto infonne about AIDS.Theseresultsshouldbe taken
into account when designing AIDSrelated information programs. in
order to addressprevalent misconceptions amonguniversity students.

PSYCHOLOGICALMORBIDITY, SOCIAL
CIRCUMSTANCES, SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR ANDHIV IN
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Objectives:To study social factors. sexualbehaviourand psychiatric
morbidity associated with mv in a community sample of working
adults in WesternKenya.

Design: Cross-sectional cohort study with subjects and raters
blind to HIV status.

Selling: An occupational health clinic for statutoryannual health
checks of workersin the food industry.

Subjects: Workingadults who attended the clinic over a 10 week
period beginning in September 1994.

Main outcome measures: mv serostatus tested by ELISA. Psy­
chiatric and neuropsychological morbidity.

Results: 40% of those tested were mv positive. Women had a
higher rate than men and those who worked as barmaids or were
divorced, widowedor separated were particularly at risk. There was
almost universal understanding of mv transmission but unrealisti­
cally low perceptionof personal risk of infection. Mostof the cohort
were living in conditions of overcrowding with poor sanitation,
predisposingthem to infectiousdisease in the eventof compromised
immunity. Though the 92 mv positive subjects had a total of 200
current sexual partners,only 6 were regularcondomusers.They bad
a total of 481 dependents. There was no difference in psychiatric
morbidityor neuropsychological function betweenthe mv positive
and the mv negative subjects.

Conclusions:Though there wasa goodunderstanding of howHIV
is transmitted. there had been little appropriate behaviour change
to reduce risk of infection. The large number of dependents of
currently economically active HIV positive individuals suggeststhe
likelihood of major social problems in the future. Asymptomatic
HIV infection is not associated with an increase in psychiatric or
neuropsychological morbidity.

LE JEU DRAMATIQUE EN PEDOPSYCHIATRIE: TRAVAIL
SUR VACCESA LA TRANSITIONNALITE

E Chaine.S. Fournier.C. Epelbaurn, P.Ferrari. Fondation Valtee. 7
rue Benserade, 94250Gentilly. France

Therapeutes travaillant dans un centre de consultation de Psychiatrie
infante-juvenile de la banlieue de Paris. les auteurs proposent une
presentation theorique et clinique, 11 propos d'un groupe therapeu­
tique de Jeu Dramatique bebdomadaire reunissant une dizaine de
preadolescents de 10 11 1280S.

Ces jeunes patients, presentant un ensemble de troubles du
comportement -avec leur retentissement scolaire et social-ont tous
experimente de multiples prises en charge psychologiques dont les
resultats sont restes aleatoires. Leurs carences narcissiques, leurs
tendances 11 I'agir, ainsi que la pauvretede leurjeu fantasmatique les
confrontent11 des representations crues ou 11 un vecu de vide interne,
qu'ils cherchentparfois11 comblerpar une dependanceaudiovisuelle
ou l' accrochage 11 des groupesde jeunes.

Le leu Dramatique a, dans ces cas, pour objectif principal la
restauration d'une capacite it jouer et 11 imaginer, dans un climat de
holding 11 la fois pare- excitant et stimulant. En creant un cadre tres
structure et en permettant un etayage sur Ie groupe, il procure un
contenant propice 11 la mise en scene des fantasmes. II en decoule
une meilleureutilisation de I'aire transitionnelle.

Souvent propose 11 cet Age charniere entre I'enfance et I'adoles­
cence, ce type de prise en charge pennet egalemen; de garder avec
ces jeunes tres perturbes,des lien, preparant l'eventualite d'un suivi
ulterleurplus individualise.

OUR EXPERIENCEIN URGENTPSYCHIATRIC
CONSULTATIONS IN A GENERALHOSPITALCENTER
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Task: Investigation of the most common psychiatric pathologies in
providingpsychiatric consultations (Urgencesand Liaison Psychia­
try) in General Hospital Center "Le Fontenoy", Chartres. This aims
improvement of the therapeutic strategies later (in short and long
term).

Method: Diagnosisare decided according to criteria of lCD-tO.
Results: In a period of one month. chosen occasionally, we have

consulted 186 men. 150 of them were urgently hospitalised in Ur­
gences and the rest 36 were hospitalised becauseof non-psychiatric
reasons in the somaticdepartarnents of the hospital.For 127 men the
main syndromein the clinic table is the depressive one and 88 who
were consulted in the Urgences had tried to commit suicide/most
often medicamental}. The depressively ill from the latter group are
primarilyyoung women,experiencing critical circumstances.

Perspectives: The specifity of the most common symptomasy
leads us to the notion of changing the therapeutic strategy toward
those patients through a quick diagnosis decision. urgent crisis
interventions and adequateorientation.

THE EXPERIENCESOF WITHDRAWAL ANDCRAVING IN
ALCOHOLANDOPIATEDEPENDENCE

lB. Crome.DepartmentofPsychiatry. Keele University.
Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 7QB. UK

While observational studies have confirmed the existence of the
withdrawal state. there has been much debate regardingthe concept
of craving. A literature review demonstrated the inadequacy and
inconsistency of the instruments utilised for measuring withdrawal
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