
There is no denying that the lexical choices discussed in this paper work
at a subtle level. One might argue that they reflect a world so steeped in,
and conversant with, polemical language and literature that echoes are
understandable if not difficult for contemporary writers to escape; that
we should stress the contrast that Socrates’s History represents rather
than the comparison that it rarely, albeit reasonably, allows. Leaving
aside the difficult question of intention, what meaning is made and
created anew when the language of the polemicist and heresiologist
meets the rationalising rhetoric of a historian promising only ‘the history
of the things that happened’ is important to explore, especially in a work
which has apparently enveloped its vituperation so well.
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