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Cover picture
Everything is Real Except God and
Death (2010) (1806120 cm, oil on
canvas). George Harding (b. 1983)

The artist writes: ‘I used to get art
lessons when I was a small boy
from a next-door neighbour who
inspired me, and art has been
my passion ever since.

‘I did my foundation at Camberwell and graduated from Chelsea College of
Art and Design in fine art in 2007. I now have a studio in Southwark,
London, where I work and live.

‘Art to me is emotive and is a way of coping with life and my mental illness.
It is also something that guides me, something that I can rely upon and
excel in.

‘The painting is explained by its title. The image speaks of the delusions,
paranoia and imaginary beliefs that envelop a person when smoking
cannabis. The image came together by making a collage of specific
symbols and signs, which was then altered through painting. The figure
featured in the work is after Henry Wallis’s painting in 1856 called The
Death of Chatterton, a poet.

‘If you would like to know more about my work, please contact me through
my website (www.georgejharding.co.uk).’

With thanks to the artist, and to Beth Elliott, the Bethlem Gallery, London
(www.bethlemgallery.com).

We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for
the cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures,
which should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry,
17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk.
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