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Natural disasters respect no geographic border.
While several international collaboration
systems for the disaster management are

effective, only a few international medical education
programs currently exist.1,2

The reason why such programs rarely exist may be
attributed to the regional characteristics of disasters.
Japan located on the eastern edge of Asia experiences
many types of disasters. For example, large earthquakes
have killed thousands within the span of several
decades. Thousands peoples have died in urban areas
at the Hanshin-Awaji great earthquake in 1995.
Earthquakes can also cause catastrophic tsunamis, such
as those following the Great East Japan earthquake in
2011, which led to a nuclear meltdown at the
Fukushima nuclear power plant. In addition to the
earthquakes, Japan also experiences typhoons, which
cause major water damage. In recent years, typhoons
have increased in strength and caused a catastrophic
damage. The United States also experiences earth-
quakes or hurricanes for which they use different
systems of prevention or management.

In this era of global climate change, countries all
around the world may encounter a new type of disaster
for which they lack prior experience.3 Valuable expe-
rience and knowledge with disaster management
learned from these disasters should be applied toward
the future prevention and management, not only in
the disaster region itself, but also worldwide. Medical
education pertaining to worldwide disaster prevention
and management is essential. Now is the time to inte-
grate disaster management to medical education.
Given the importance of medical staff collaborations
in disaster management, an interprofessional education
approach is also warranted.4

While direct on-site education may be difficult and
impractical, simulation-based education may be an
effective approach, as it would entail studying disasters
frommany different regions and train the medical staffs
to develop nontechnical skills to help with disaster
management. In particular, augmented or virtual real-
ity may be useful tools that enhance the disaster medi-
cal education experience for medical professionals.5

Now, it is a perfect time to integrate and promote
international medical education collaboration for
disaster management and prevention.
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