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Meet the 2018–19 APSA Minority Fellows
of justice and twentieth century American  

literature. More 
s p e c i f i c a l l y , 
she hopes to 
examine how 
the fundamen-
tally allegori-
cal endeavors 
of political the-
ory and fiction 
describe con-
flicting versions 
of justice.

Giovanni Castro Irizarry
Giovanni is a senior in political science 
with a specialization in international rela-
tions and government at the University of 

Puerto Rico, Rio 
Piedras cam-
pus. His research 
interests include  
political economy  
and international 
relations. Giovan-
ni completed an 
internship in the 
Foreign Rela-
tions Office at the  

Department of State of Puerto Rico and 
has a certification in diplomacy and inter-
national relations with an emphasis in 
finances and economics from the Centro 
de Estudios Avanzados de Puerto Rico y el  
Caribe. In 2017, Giovanni completed an  
internship at the Summer Research 
Opportunities Program (SROP) at Pur-
due University, where he had the privilege 
of working with Dr. James McCann on a 
research project that examined the effects 
of the economy in elections in Puerto Rico.
 
Trevor Farland
Trevor is a member of the Navajo Nation, 
which is a tribal reservation in northeastern 
Arizona. He attends St. John's University 

as a masters stu-
dent in the gov-
ernment and 
politics depart-
ment.  Trevor 
plans on attend-
ing The New 
School for Social 
Research as a 
doctoral candi-
date for political 

theory. Trevor intends to study how cultural 
identities, singular or a variant of cultures, 
consolidate to effect political institutions 
and behaviors.

Christian Hosam
Christian is currently a member of the 
inaugural class of Millennial Public Pol-
icy Fellows at New America in the Politi-
cal Reform Program where he researches 
issues related to 
political polar-
ization, diversity 
and inclusion in 
Congress, and 
p a r t i c i p a t o r y 
democracy. Pre-
viously, he was 
the coordina-
tor for the Cen-
ter for American 
Politics and Citizenship at the University of 
Maryland, College Park. Christian gradu-
ated from Wesleyan University in 2015 with 
a degree in government and African Ameri-
can studies with honors. His research inter-
ests include millennial civic engagement 
and the intersection of national security 
and civil rights.

Kayla Jones
Kayla is a graduate of Virginia Common-
wealth University with a BA in political 
science (2014) and a graduate certificate 
in gender, sexuality, and women’s stud-
ies (2016). She 
was previously 
a Research Fel-
low at Muslims 
for Progressive 
Values (MPV), 
where she con-
ducted research 
on human rights 
violations and 
gender equality 
issues in East Africa. Her research interests 
center on black diasporan politics, spe-
cificaly black diasporan immigration. As 
a future PhD student, she plans to study 
comparative politics and political theory 
in order to examine African migration to 
European Union nation-states. She also 
hopes to continue to study black politi-
cal thought, black social movements, neo-
liberalism, and critical race theory in her 
advanced graduate study.

The APSA Minority Fellows Pro-
gram (MFP), established in 1969, is 
a longstanding fellowship competi-

tion to diversify the profession by providing 
support to students from underrepresented 
backgrounds applying to, or in the early 
stages of, a PhD program in political sci-
ence. The goal of the program is to increase 
the number of minority scholars in the dis-
cipline, in particular political science PhD 
programs, and ultimately the professori-
ate. APSA has once again awarded a new 
spring cycle to provide support for first- 
and second-year political science PhD stu-
dents from underrepresented backgrounds. 
Please join us in congratulating the 2018–19 
class of fellows.

Sydney Carr
Sydney (RBSI 2017) is currently a senior 
in the Honors Program at the Universi-
ty of Connecticut, where she is majoring 
in political sci-
ence and minor-
ing in Africana 
studies.  Syd-
ney's research 
interests include 
American public 
opinion, voting 
behavior, race 
and ethnicity, as 
well as gender. 
Specifically, Sydney is interested in the rep-
resentation of women of color in Congress. 
At UConn, Sydney serves as the president 
of the National Council of Negro Women. 
Sydney is also a 2017 APSA Ralph Bunche 
Summer Institute scholar. She has present-
ed her work at several conferences includ-
ing the 2016 National Conference of Black 
Political Scientists Annual Meeting, the 
2017 annual meeting of the Midwest Polit-
ical Science Association, the 2017 APSA 
Annual Meeting, and the 2017 Emerging 
Scholar's Conference at the University of 
Michigan.

Kierstan Marie Carter
Kierstan graduated cum laude from Wash-
ington University in St. Louis (WUSTL) 
with a BA in American culture studies 
and English in 2016. At WUSTL, she was 
a Gephardt Institute Civic Scholar and a 
Harvey Undergraduate Scholar in American  
culture studies. Kierstan’s research inter-
ests include normative political theories 
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hopes to call attention to the oppressive 
systems that may exist due to race around 
the world.

Miguel Martinez
Miguel is a senior at Cornell University 
where he is studying government, inter-
national relations, and Latina/o and 

inequality stud-
ies. Miguel is a 
McNair Scholar  
and has had the 
opportunity to  
p r e s e n t  h i s 
research at Cor-
nell University, 
the University of 
California Santa 
Barbara, and at 
the University of 

Pennsylvania. He has also had the opportu-
nity to conduct research that works toward 
improving the lives and working condi-
tions of undocumented farmworkers in 
upstate New York. In addition, he has par-
ticipated in the Academic Research Con-
sortium Summer Program at UC Santa 
Barbara where he explored the perceptions 
of human rights by the local latinx commu-
nity. He is currently investigating the inter-
sectional relationship of discrimination, 
human rights, and civic engagement in the 
latinx community. He hopes to become a 
professor and plans to continue his work 
in Latino Politics. 

Kennedy Middleton
Kennedy is a senior at Spelman College. 
She has participated in numerous research 
programs at the University of California, 
San Diego, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology and 
the Society for 
Political Meth-
odology’s initia-
tive, AEROPUP. 
Her research 
interest lies at 
the intersection 
of political meth-
odology and 
security studies. 
Substantively, 

she is focused on how governments are 
increasingly using cyber tactics to demobi-
lize rebel groups and is interested in work-
ing on advancing automated methods that 
signal the use of these tactics and validate 
them as demobilization efforts or not. She 
is also interested in how governments  

control and convey information on the 
internet and the effects it can have on 
both opposition group mobilization and 
in-conflict violence.

Byron R. Núñez
Byron, a senior at Pomona College major-
ing in politics, is a Mellon Mays Under-
graduate Fellow (MMUF) and has con-
ducted summer research at the University 
of California Los Angeles and the Univer-

sity of Chicago.  
H i s  c u r r e n t 
research project, 
“The Immigrant 
Rights Move-
ment and the 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
of the American 
State,” focuses 
on the impor-
tance and con-

sequence of immigrant rights activism 
on state development. His research seeks 
to understand how this movement for 
belonging and inclusion has forced the 
state to reexamine its body politic. Through 
MMUF, he has presented preliminary 
research findings at the MMUF western 
regional conferences held at the University 
of Southern California and the University 
of New Mexico. More broadly, his scholarly 
interest lies at the intersection of American 
political development, Latino politics, legal 
and political mobilization, political theo-
ry, and American constitutionalism. Byron 
aspires to be a professor at a small liberal 
arts college and focus on the role of indi-
vidual and grassroots based change and 
their ability to shift the operation of politi-
cal, legal, and social institutions.

Nnaemeka C. Ofodire
Nnaemeka is a member of the emerging 
scholars in political science program and 
current pre-doctoral fellow at Princeton 

University. His 
unique experi-
ence growing up 
in Nigeria has 
shaped his pas-
sion to address 
the  pol it ical 
and economic 
factors affect-
ing the lives of 
underrepresent-
ed communities, 

especially in Africa. Having obtained his 
BA in political economy at UC Berkeley, 

Joan Joseph
Joan (RBSI 2017) is a senior at Florida State 
University, pursuing a dual degree in politi-
cal science and statistics, along with minors 
in mathematics and computational sci-
ence. Her current research project assesses  
the persistent 
effect of colonial 
institutions on 
present-day cor-
ruption. She has 
presented her 
work at the 2017 
APSA Annu-
al Meeting and 
the Southern 
Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting. In addition, 
she participated in the 2017 APSA Ralph 
Bunche Summer Institute. Her broad 
research interests include comparative 
politics, theories and problems of colonial-
ism, democratization, Bayesian analysis, 
causal inference, and computational social 
science. Upon completion of the PhD, Joan 
aims to be a professor and hopes to teach 
and contribute towards a more nuanced 
understanding of the world.

Kangkana Koli
Kangkana (RBSI 2017) is a senior study-
ing political science at Eastern Michigan 
University. She participated in the 2017 
APSA Ralph Bunche Summer Institute 
where she completed a research project 
on the relation-
ship between 
religious extrem-
ism and devel-
opment. She has 
presented this 
project at several 
research confer-
ences includ-
ing the annual 
Michigan Politi-
cal Science Association conference. Cur-
rently she is working on a research project 
that looks that how colorism impacts polit-
ical attitudes towards Asian Americans for 
which she received the Undergraduate 
Stimulus Research Award. She would like 
to pursue a doctorate degree in political sci-
ence where she would commit to a compar-
ative study of race, ethnicity, and politics. 
Kangkana’s research interests and career 
goals are motivated by her experiences as 
an Asian American immigrant living in 
the United States. By pursuing a doctor-
ate degree and a career as an academic she 
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Angie Torres
Angie (RBSI 2017) is a senior at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida (UCF) majoring 
in international and global studies. Angie 
worked as a research assistant at UCF and 
conducted independent research at APSA's 
2017 Ralph Bunche Summer Institute. 

Angie present-
ed her research 
at APSA's 2017 
Annual Meet-
ing. Her research 
interests include 
the role gender 
plays in inter-
national securi-
ty, post-conflict 
resolutions, and 

political development in Latin America 
and other developing countries. Angie is 
eager to pursue a career in academia and 
hopes to provide mentorship for incoming 
minority students. ■

Sangre, a stu-
dent organiza-
tion which serves 
to represent the 
Latino popula-
tion among the 
student body. 
R o d o l f o  h a s 
coauthored an 
e n c y c l o p e d i a 
entry for a forth-

coming book called, Latinos in the US Polit-
ical System: An Encyclopedia of Latinos as 
Voters, Candidates, and Office Holders and 
participated in the 2016 NSF-REU research 
program and the 2017 Ralph Bunche Sum-
mer Institute. After completing both 
research programs, Rodolfo was able to 
present his research at both MPSA’s and 
APSA’s 2017 annual meetings. His research 
focuses on the links between immigra-
tion and both public opinion the political 
behavior. He plans on enrolling in a PhD 
program in political science and, ultimate-
ly, to teach at the collegiate level.

Nnaemeka moved to Washington DC and 
worked with various organizations focused 
on underrepresented communities—namely 
the International Rescue Committee, the 
Washington Lawyer's Committee, and the 
Center for Public Policy Alternatives. His 
previous research on challenges to renew-
able energy adoption and implementation in 
sub-Saharan Africa has sparked his graduate 
interest in comparative political science. His 
current research is focused on the intersec-
tion and relationship between politics and 
technology in developing contexts. He hopes 
to use his doctoral degree to provide valu-
able insights into the future evolution of the 
economy, technology, business strategy, and 
political choices of African nations and argu-
ably other developing regions.

Rodolfo Solis
Rodolfo (RBSI 2017) is a senior at Wabash 
College, where he is majoring in political sci-
ence with a specialization in American pol-
itics and a minor in Spanish. At Wabash, 
he was elected as president of Unidos Por 
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