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Abstract

The present thesis lies at the interface of logic and linguistics; its object of study are control
sentences with overt pronouns in Romance languages (European and Brazilian Portuguese,
Italian and Spanish). This is a topic that has received considerably more attention on the
part of linguists, especially in recent years, than from logicians. Perhaps for this reason,
much remains to be understood about these linguistic structures and their underlying logical
properties. This thesis seeks to fill the lacunas in the literature or at least take steps in this
direction by way of addressing a number of issues that have so far been under-explored. To
this end, we put forward two key questions, one linguistic and the other logical. These are,
respectively, (1) What is the syntactic status of the surface pronoun? and (2) What are the
available mechanisms to reuse semantic resources in a contraction-free logical grammar?
Accordingly, the thesis is divided into two parts: generative linguistics and categorial
grammar. Part I starts by reviewing the recent discussion within the generative literature
on infinitive clauses with overt subjects, paying detailed attention to the main accounts in the
field. Part II does the same on the logical grammar front, addressing in particular the issues
of control and of anaphoric pronouns. Ultimately, the leading accounts from both camps
will be found wanting. The closing chapter of each of Part I and Part II will thus put forward
alternative candidates, that we contend are more successful than their predecessors. More
specifically, in Part I, we offer a linguistic account along the lines of Landau’s T/Agr theory of
control. In Part II, we present two alternative categorial accounts: one based onCombinatory
Categorial Grammar, the other on Type-Logical Grammar. Each of these accounts offers
an improved, more fine-grained perspective on control infinitives featuring overt pronominal
subjects. Finally, we include an Appendix in which our type-logical proposal is implemented
in a categorial parser/theorem-prover.
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