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Objectives: To alert to manic like symptoms in frontotemporal dementia (FTD).  

Methods: Review of literature relevant in medline database.  

Results: Frontotemporal dementia (FTD) is a behavioural syndrome caused by generation of the frontal 
and anterior temporal lobes.  

Bipolar disorder in dementia and the temporal relation between the two conditions have rarely been 
studied. There is a increased probability of developing a manic episode in patients with dementia.  

Those with temporal FTD have impairments in emotional processing and hypomania like behavior. Moria 
(childish excitement or tendency to joke) or frivolous excitement are common presenting symptoms, and 
is difficult to distinguish to features in bipolar disease.  

The correlation between mania like symptoms and FTD can be make with the help of informations of the 
family and computed tomography imaging. Those with temporal involvement are particularly at risk of 
developing deficits in emotional processing secondary to atrophy in the amygdale, anterior temporal 
cortex, and adjacent orbitofrontal cortex.  

Conclusions: Early temporal involvement in FTD is associated with frivolous behavior and right temporal 
involvement is associated with emotional disturbances.  

Moria or frivolous behavior are common presenting symptoms of FTD and the differential diagnosis is 
made with the help of informant's reports and computed tomography imaging.  
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