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THE EDITOR'S FAREWELL 

Robert L. Christensen 

This issue of the Journal is my last as the Editor. Serving in 
this role over the past two years has given me (and the Council) an 
opportunity to test some hypotheses. First, we have proven that there 
is sufficient interest in the Northeast to justify the publication of 
a journal. Over the past four issues we have published 79 papers. I 
do not know what the overall acceptance rate has been since the Proceed-
ings papers were screened by those developing the sections for the 
annual meetings. However, for the two Spring issues we received 32 
papers and accepted 14. That works out to about a 44 percent acceptance 
rate as compared with the 36-38 percent acceptance rate of the AJAE. 
It would be presumptuous of me to make any statements about quality 
but I can assert that I feel no uneasiness about this factor. 

A second hypothesis was that we could publish a journal at a rea-
sonable cost (cheap) and of acceptable quality. As compared with other 
journals in these days of rapidly rising costs, we have succeeded. By 
requiring authors to submit camera-ready copy we have eliminated any 
manuscript preparation work by the Editor's office. He then is respon-
sible for preparing the table of contents, page numbering, and miscel-
laneous minor tasks. The only formidable problem is that of preparing 
and binding final copies. We were extremely lucky at the University of 
Massachusetts in being able to get this work done both reasonably and 
expeditiously. The final job, which takes more time than all the rest, 
is the mailing of the Journals. Bulk mailings of ten or more copies 
cost about half as much per copy as single mailings. For this reason 
we urge people in the various departments around the Northeast to use 
their office rather than home addresses. 

One thing that has surprised me has been the absence of any personal 
complaints. I frequently had the thankless task of informing good 
friends that we could not accept their articles for various and sundry 
reasons. There is always an associated risk of alienation that goes 
with such actions. In not one instance did anyone offer a reproach or 
otherwise indicated that they felt unfairly treated. For this fact I 
am grateful. I am truly proud of the level of professionalism within 
our membership. 

It has been my good fortune to have an Editorial Board of competent 
and fair-minded individuals. They were unusually prompt in meeting 
review deadlines. Another of their collective characteristics has been 
the detailed and incisive reviews of articles (particularly those which 
were refused). This made my job as Editor immeasurably less difficult. 
There were, of course, some instances where reviewers differed in their 
recommendations. In those cases I entered my judgment and made the final 
decision. Any errors of this type were mine and should not reflect on 
the Editorial Board. 
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In conclusion I want to thank all of those who have helped me and 
I particularly thank the membership who have supported the establish-
ment of the Journal of the Northeastern Agricultural Economics Council· 
My best wishes, willing advice, and occasional assistance will go to 
the next Editor. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION 

TITLE (Centered and in Caps 13th line from top) 

centered 
Name 
Title 

Department 
Institution 

(triple space) 
Subheadings 

Typed at left margin with first letter of main words capitalized. 

Subheadings should be underlined. 

Double space between paragraphs. 

Paper should be 8-1/2" χ 11" - smooth finish such as duplicator 
paper. 

Single space - 5 space paragraph indentation - Prestige Elite Type. 

Footnotes 
Should be numbered consecutively throughout the text and typed at 

the bottom of the page. Footnotes should be noted in the text as fol-
lows: raised numerals with an underscore and slash - 1/ 

References 

Should be noted within the text as numerals within brackets [1] and 
listed at the end of the text. 

All pages should begin on the 9th line from the top. 

Margins are as follows: 

1-1/2" top and left side 
1" right side and bottom 

V Footnotes should be typed at the bottom of the page and single spaced. 
The typist should arrange the page so that there is still a 1" margin 
at the bottom of the page after the last footnote has been typed. 
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Table Preparation 

Table 
Table Title 

The table and number should be centered either at the 9th line from 
the top of the'page or triple spaced below the last line of text, depend-
ing on the location of the table within the text. The table title should 
be centered on the next line with only the first letter of important 
words capitalized. 

After the table title has been typed, double space and draw a line 
across the page (but within the margins), then single space and begin 
typing the column headings. 

Tables should be numbered consecutively throughout the text and 
should follow the paragraph in which there is a table reference (if pos-
sible) . If not, the table should be typed on the next page, then triple 
space and begin typing the rest of the text. 

Please refer to the example below. 

Table 1 
Estimated Annual Value of Net Social 

Research for Selected Years in Millions 

Year Feed Efficiency Κ Total Productivity Κ 

1940 46 12 
1945 188 91 
1950 461 400 
1955 598 878 
1960 494a/ 904 

a/ The decrease in value of net social returns from 1955 to 1960 is 
due to the fact that the value of net inputs used rose faster than 
gross social returns rather than to a reduction in feed efficiency. 

Regardless of the size of the table, the margins should be the same 
as those used for the text - 1-1/211 on top and left side - 1" on right 
side and bottom. 

Returns to Poultry 
of 1958-1960 Dollars 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0163548400000716 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0163548400000716

	134-135
	136-137



