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The Netherlands and the United States - two nations Jinked together in
over two centuries of unbroken diplomatic relations and a history of
migration going back to the early years of settlement in North America.
Yet despite the continuity, World War II formed a watershed. Never before
had the United States been so central in everyday life in the Netherlands.

This book tells the story of the impact that the United States has had on
the Netherlands during the twenty-five crucial years following the war.
years in which the Netherlands struggled to emerge from the ravages of
this war. Fach nation had its specific aims en commitments in
accommodating to the post-war situation. The help of the United States to
the Netherlands was vital to its revival, however, America could not have
played its role properly without Dutch cooperation.

Four seperate chapters highlight the areas of politics, economics, defense
and culture. These chapters reflect the struggle of both nations to assert
their identities, each drawing on a traditional rhetoric of national mission,
whilst the process of cooperation was enacted in a business-like fashion.
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