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Failure of Charisma
The Cultural Revolution in Wuhan

Wang Shaoguang

Mao's failure to control the Cultural Revolution he unleashed is vividK exemplified
by the case of Wuhan, a city plagued by factional violence, paralyzed by workers"
strikes, and once officially condemned as a nest of "coiinter-revolutionar\ rebellion".
Many studies of this period recount the pivotal "Wuhan Incident'of 1967. when a bitter
factional power struggle spun beyond Beijing's control. But this is the first book to
provide an in-depth analysis of micro-politics in \ \ uhan from 1966 to 1976. and the first
to examine the far-reaching theoretical implications of mass behaviour there.

Wang Shaoguanj! filK ,i critical gap in the academic literature with his original
empirical contribution, which N based on never-before published archival data, personal
interviews with more ilian S? Immer political activists > including well-known factional
leaders) and correspondence from his years as a Red Guard in Wuhan. His analysis of
the social mot*, of discord ami the incentives for collective behaviour explain why the
struggle for power between rebel and conservative groups was so fierce and entrenched.

The author employs the IMM1 of\Vnl\tn to unlock one of the great paradoxes of
C iillural Revolution behaviour: if millions participated as true believers' of Mao (which
implies blind devotion and therefore, irrational behaviour), then why did the) carry their
power struggles beyond Mao's dictates, and how could he fail to leiMin ii>nin-l inei the
nuni-meM? This study demonstrates that Mao's charisma failed hei.au-.e his believer
behaved rational!}, and pursued, wherever possible (and in his IUIIIK I.
their own gains and interests.

Enhances our knowledge of a period that has been extensively
studied... It provides very useful material on the city of Wuhan,
particularly with regard to the way local politics and factionalism was
influenced by developments at the centre of the political system... It also
offers, in its theoretical framework, an explanation for a phenomenon
which has puzzled Western scholars of the Cultural Revolution, viz.,
how can one explain the rise of factions based on self-interest during
the most ideological of political movements?

Stanley Rosen, University of Southern California

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
Published by Oxford University Press (China) Ltd ,18 F Warwick House, Taikoo Place,

979 King's Road, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong Fax: (852) 2565 8491 Tel: (852) 2516 3222
For orders and enquiries, please contact your nearest OUP office/agent.
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