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MRS Committee Goals 

Awards, Corporate Participation, External Affairs, Long-Range Planning, Membership, 
and Publications Committees Outline 1986 Objectives 

E.N. Kaufmann J.M. Phillips 

In t he J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y issue of MRS 
BULLETIN, MRS Pres ident C o r d o n E. Pike 
announced a p p o i n t m e n t s of the 1986 chairs 
of the Society 's 11 c o m m i t t e e s . Below is a 
s u m m a r y of the goals and activities of six of 
the commi t t ees as defined by the commi t t ee 
chair . T h e next issue of the BULLETIN will 
conta in a s u m m a r y of activities of the 
Educat ion, Finance, Nomina t ing , P rog ram, 
and Public Rela t ions C o m m i t t e e s . 

T h e w o r k of the c o m m i t t e e s sus t a ins the 
myriad of profess ional services offered to 
the m e m b e r s h i p . As the Society con t inues 
to exper ience a high level of g r o w t h in 
n u m b e r s of m e m b e r s and var ie ty of in­
t e r e s t s and needs , the C o m m i t t e e s play an 
i m p o r t a n t role in ins t i tu t ing new d imen­
sions in existing projects and recommending 
changes in policies and p rocedure s to t he 
M R S Counc i l . M R S m e m b e r s a re e n c o u r ­
aged to con tac t c o m m i t t e e chairs to offer 
advice, s u g g e s t i o n s a n d ass is tance with any 
of the areas described below. 

Awards Commit tee 
Chair: Elton N. Kaufmann. Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory; Livermore, CA; telephone 
(475) 423-2640 

As required by MRS By-Laws, the Awards 
C o m m i t t e e is chaired by the immed ia t e 
past pres ident of the Society. T h e commit tee 
solicits n o m i n a t i o n s for the Von Hippel 
Award as well as n o m i n a t i o n s for the 
G r a d u a t e S t u d e n t A w a r d s conferred at 
both the Spr ing and Fall M e e t i n g s of the 
Soc ie ty . T h i s y e a r t h e c o m m i t t e e will 
con t inue to provide Counci l wi th nominees 
and m o n i t o r the Counci l balloting for the 
Von Hippel Award . It will p r o m o t e and 
review appl icat ions for the G r a d u a t e S t u ­
den t A w a r d s p r o g r a m . T h e C o m m i t t e e will 
es tabl ish the m o n e t a r y award level for the 
G r a d u a t e S t u d e n t A w a r d w i n n e r s and 

F.W. Young, Jr. 

over see p repara t ion of t h e c o m m e m o r a t i v e 
plaques associated wi th each MRS award . 
In conjunct ion wi th the Long-Range Plan­
ning C o m m i t t e e , the A w a r d s C o m m i t t e e 
will e x p l o r e t h e need for n e w a n d / o r 
modified a w a r d s and o t h e r forms of recog­
nition appropr ia te for the Society. 

Corporate Participation Commit tee 
Chair: j.M. Phillips, AT&T Bell Laboratories, 
Murray Hill, Nj; telephone {201) 582-442S. 

T h e C o r p o r a t e Part ic ipat ion C o m m i t t e e 
is the interface b e t w e e n M R S and its C o r ­
po ra t e Affiliates. T h e C o r p o r a t e Affiliates 
play a vital role in the Society by ensu r ing 
tha t the Society 's technical p r o g r a m s are 
respons ive to the in te res t s of the co rpo ra t e 
mate r ia l s research c o m m u n i t y . T h e C o m ­
mi t t ee is responsib le for keeping the C o r ­
pora te Affiliates ab reas t of the activities of 
t he M R S , for seeking the i r advice on topics 
to be addressed at its mee t ings , and for 
b roaden in g the base of s u p p o r t for the 
M R S and its activities in the corpora te 
sector . 

MRS corpora te part icipants n u m b e r more 
t h a n 100 and the C o m m i t t e e p lans to s t ep 
up activit ies to spread the a w a r e n e s s of the 
p r o g r a m and its benefi ts to the co rpora te 
wor ld . T h e C o m m i t t e e has recently pre­
pared an upda ted informat ion shee t which 
ou t l ines the n e w e s t C o r p o r a t e Affiliate 
benef i t s . T h e C o m m i t t e e will w o r k closely 
wi th the P rog ram C o m m i t t e e to e n s u r e 
that mater ia ls technology topics impor t an t 
to t he C o r p o r a t e Affiliates are cons idered 
in p r o g r a m s of upcoming M R S meet ings . 

External Affairs Commit tee 
Chair: F.W. Young, jr., Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, Oak Ridge, TN; telephone (6 J 5) 
574-5501 

R.C. Ewing D.R. Campbell 

T h e Externa l Affairs C o m m i t t e e was 
es tabl ished in 1985 to respond to the g r o w ­
ing i n v o l v e m e n t of the Society in mater ia l s 
science activit ies in indus t ry , educat ion and 
g o v e r n m e n t , and internat ional liaisons with 
professional g r o u p s with similar in te res t . 
T h e complex scientific, societal and political 
aspects of mate r ia l s research activit ies re­
qu i res responsible advice and coopera t ion 
from a var ie ty of o rgan iza t ions , including 
M R S . T h e goal of the Society is to foster 
interdiscipl inary mater ia ls research . T o ­
ward this end, t he External Affairs C o m ­
mi t tee will focus on the following areas in 
1986: (1) in te rna t iona l re la t ions wi th MRS 
scientific o rgan iza t ions in Europe , Asia and 
e l s e w h e r e ; (2) in te rac t ions wi th o t h e r soci­
et ies serv ing specific aspects of mater ia ls 
science; (3) in te rac t ion wi th pol icy-making 
bodies for mater ia l s science, such as the 
N a t i o n a l A c a d e m y of Sc ience and t h e 
Nat iona l Academy of Engineer ing; (4) par­
ticipation in var ious national and in ter­
nat ional s tudies involving mater ia ls science 
issues as they arise; and (5) solicitation of 
editorials for the MRS BULLETIN to reflect 
a broad r ange of v iews and op in ions on 
t imely mater ia ls issues as background for 
the member sh ip . 

Long-Range Planning Commit tee 
Chair: Elton N. Kaufmann, Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory, Livermore CA; telephone 
(475) 423-2640 

This C o m m i t t e e is chaired by the im­
media te past p re s iden t of M R S , as required 
by M R S B y - L a w s . T h e C o m m i t t e e is 
charged wi th examin ing issues conce rn ing 
the fu tu re d i rect ions necessary for the 
Society to take to con t i nue its rapid g r o w t h 
and r e sponse to t he needs of the mater ia l s 
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science c o m m u n i t y . S o m e of the issues to 
be addressed by the C o m m i t t e e are a five-
year project ion of the type of act ivi ty to be 
emphas ized by the Society t h r o u g h 1991 , 
t he balance of effort and e x p e n d i t u r e s to be 
exer ted on major Society p r o g r a m s , expan­
sions and physical location of M R S head­
quar t e r s , MRS's role in developing an " M R S 
In te rna t ionaT 'concep t , potent ia l new sou r ­
ces of r e v e n u e in s u p p o r t of Society p ro ­
g r a m s , and col laborat ive activit ies wi th 
o t h e r technical societies. Each issue will be 
addressed by individual s u b c o m m i t t e e s of 
the Long-Range Planning C o m m i t t e e . For 
fu r ther in format ion on subcommit teeac t iv i -
ties and s u b c o m m i t t e e chair a p p o i n t m e n t s 
on the Long-Range Planning C o m m i t t e e , 
s e e " M R S Long-Range Planning C o m m i t t e e 
O u t l i n e s 1986 T a s k s " in this issue of the 
BULLETIN. 

Membership Commit tee 
Chair: R.C. Ewing, University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, NM; telephone (505) 2 77-4 7 b3 

The primary responsibility of the Member -
s h i p C o m m i t t e e i s t o s e e t o t h e n e e d s o f t h e 
M R S m e m b e r s h i p . It is chaired by the 
Sec re t a ry of t he Society as r equ i red by 
M R S By-Laws. Impor t an t services tha t are 
provided to m e m b e r s include publication of 
the M R S M e m b e r s h i p Di rec to ry and the 
direct ion of the MRS Job Placement C e n t e r 
tha t is offered at the Spr ing and Fall Mee t ­
ings. D u r i n g 1985, the following M R S 
sec t ions w e r e approved by Counci l : N o r t h ­
e rn Cal i fornia , Research T r i a n g l e - N o r t h 
Carolina, New Mexico, Sou the rn California, 
N o r t h Texas , and W e s t e r n N e w York. In 
1986, the C o m m i t t e e will c o n t i n u e its ef­
forts to establish local MRS sect ions a round 
t h e c o u n t r y a n d suppor t g r o w t h in m e m b e r ­
sh ip and types of activities i m p o r t a n t to the 
local section m e m b e r s . Pr ior to the Fall 
M e e t i n g in 1985 M R S had 3,545 m e m b e r s 
worldwide. A vigorous m e m b e r s h i p p r o m o ­
tion campaign will be launched to foster 
b r o a d e r a w a r e n e s s of the Society 's pu rpose 
and m e m b e r s h i p benefits toward increasing 
part icipat ion in the Society. 

O n the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of the M e m b e r ­
ship C o m m i t t e e , the Counci l approved a 
cons t i tu t iona l a m e n d m e n t tha t makes the 
s t u d e n t m e m b e r s , w h o cu r r en t ly n u m b e r 
400, regular vo t ing c o n s t i t u e n t s of t he 
Society. D u r i n g 1986, the C o m m i t t e e will 
review s t u d e n t benef i t s and p r epa re addi­
tional proposals for Counci l to enable the 
Society to c o n t i n u e to be respons ive to the 
needs of the m e m b e r s h i p . T h e C o m m i t t e e 
foresees an active year wi th a subs tan t ia l 
increase in member sh ip . 

Publications Commit tee 
Chair: D.R. Campbell, IBM East Fishkill Facility, 
Hopewell junction, NY: telephone {9 14) $94-3075 

T h e Publications C o m m i t t e e will cont inue 
to expand MRS ' s publ i sh ing activit ies in 

t h r e e areas : journal of Materials Research, book 
publ ica t ions , and the MRS BULLETIN. A 
s u b c o m m i t t e e on journals , chaired by Ross 
Lemons , Los Alamos National Laborator ies , 
will ove r see t he con t inued editorial g r o w t h 
of journal of Materials Research and work 
t o w a r d e x p a n d i n g l ibrary s u b s c r i p t i o n s 
wor ldwide for this un ique n e w archival 
j o u r n a l . T h e s u b c o m m i t t e e on b o o k s , 
chaired by Pe ter P ronko , Universal Energy 
Sys t ems , Inc., will con t i nue to m o n i t o r the 
qual i ty of the MRS Symposia Proceedings 
series and e n s u r e accelerated publication of 
upcoming vo lumes in the series. It will also 
inves t iga te and r e c o m m e n d new types of 
b o o k s to add to t h e book p u b l i s h i n g 
p r o g r a m . 

MRS BULLETIN, u n d e r the direct ion of 
El ton K a u f m a n n , L a w r e n c e L i v e r m o r e 
Nat iona l Labora to ry , w h o serves as chair­
man of the BULLETIN editorial board, will 
concen t ra te on expanding its editorial offer­
ings by soliciting technical review art icles, 
more t ho rough news coverage, and editorial 
con t r ibu t ions . T h e editorial board will work 
toward making the BULLETIN the in ter­
nat ional voice on t r ends and d ev e l o p men t s 
in mater ia ls research . 

For fu r the r details on w h a t the Publica­
t ions C o m m i t t e e is doing to accomplish 
these goals, see "Publ ica t ions C o m m i t t e e 
Expands Scope in 1986" in this issue of the 
BULLETIN 

Publications Committee 
Expands Scope in 1986 
D.R. Campbell, Chair, 
MRS Publications Committee 

T h e M R S Publ icat ions C o m m i t t e e con­
t inues to fos ter t he g r o w t h of t h r e e large 
activities in 1986: journal of Materials Research, 
book publ icat ions , and MRS BULLETIN. 
T h e du t ies for these t h r ee major activities 
a re guided by Ross Lemons , Los Alamos 
Nat ional Labora tor ies , w h o serves as chair 
of the s u b c o m m i t t e e on journals , Pe ter 
P ronko , Universal Energy Sys t ems , Inc., 
se rv ing as chair of the subcommi t t ee on 
books , and Elton K a u f m a n n , L a w r e n c e 
L ive rmore Nat iona l Labora to ry , as chair­
man of the BULLETIN editorial board. 

T h e s u b c o m m i t t e e on journa ls will con­
t inue to seek ou t i m p o r t a n t manusc r ip t s 
for journal of Materials Research at both the 
1986 M R S Spr ing and Fall Mee t ings . A 
team, u n d e r the direct ion of Lemons , has 
been assembled to cover each symposia at 
the Spr ing M e e t i n g in Palo Alto, and will 
n o m i n a t e except ional papers for cons idera­
tion for publ icat ion in jMR. In genera l , 
manuscr ip t s originally prepared for publica­
tion in an M R S proceed ings vo lume are not 
app rop r i a t e for JMR; h o w e v e r , comple te 
and finalized accoun t s of research efforts 
which of ten s t em from M R S symposia 

presen ta t ions are sought fo rdocumen ta t ion 
in this excit ing n e w archival journal . (See 
"Journal of Mater ia ls Research Seeks M a n u ­
scripts for Upcoming I s sues" in this issue of 
t h e BULLETIN.) T h e s u b c o m m i t t e e on 
journa ls will also concent ra te on increas ing 
subsc r ip t ions to jMR in technical l ibrar ies 
t h r o u g h o u t the world. T h e journal has 
already d r a w n a t r e m e n d o u s response from 
s c i e n t i s t s w o r l d w i d e . T h e P u b l i c a t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e w a n t s to ensu re that this impor­
t an t archival publication is widely available 
to the professional c o m m u n i t y . 

T h e s u b c o m m i t t e e on books will focus 
on two aspec t s of this activity: (1) e n s u r i n g 
t h e o n g o i n g rapid publ ica t ion of h igh -
qual i ty MRS proceedings vo lumes from 
the symposia repor t s from the Spr ing and 
Fall Mee t ings , and (2) inves t igat ing the 
possible expans ion of the book publ ishing 
ope ra t i ons to encompass proceedings from 
o t h e r i m p o r t a n t scientific mee t ings , tech­
nical m o n o g r a p h s , and educat ional ma t e ­
r ia l s . D u r i n g t h e pas t yea r , M R S has 
succeeded in p rompt ly producing its p ro ­
ceedings vo lumes from the Spr ing and Fall 
M e e t i n g s . T h e collective ta lents and exper ­
tise of M R S m e m b e r s h i p makes logical 
ex tens ion of the book publ ishing p r o g r a m 
possible. 

T h e MRS BULLETIN, which has g r o w n 
fourfold over t he past year , will con t inue to 
expand in m a n y d i rec t ions . Th i s year t he 
editorial board, u n d e r the direct ion of Elton 
K a u f m a n n , will c o n c e n t r a t e its efforts on 
solicit ing technical rev iew ar t ic les on fore­
f ront mater ia l s research a reas , expand ing 
nat ional and in te rna t iona l news coverage 
of research p r o g r a m s , and offering m e m ­
bers of the Society and o t h e r ma te r i a l s 
research profess ionals the o p p o r t u n i t y to 
voice opin ions and ideas. 

T h e M R S publ icat ions p r o g r a m is n o w at 
a mul t id i rec t ional cross roads , w i th excit ing 
oppor tun i t i e s at vir tually every t u rn . T h e r e 
is much work to be done in this activity of 
the Society and m e m b e r s a re encou raged 
t o c o n t r i b u t e t h e i r i d e a s a n d services in any 
of these areas . 

Long-Range Planning 
Committee Outlines 
1986 Tasks 

Just ab o u t every o rgan iza t ion has o n e 
and on a day- to -day basis it goes largely 
unno t i ced . It's the long-range p lann ing job 
w h i c h g e n e r a l l y i nvo lves c o n c e n t r a t e d 
de l ibera t ions , eva lua t ion of op t ions , and 
mak ing educa ted guesses abou t the fu tu re 
e n v i r o n m e n t of the o rgan iza t ion , five, ten , 
or even 20 years into the fu ture . 

"In the fray of dealing wi th the exigencies 
of the p r e sen t , p lanning a de l ibera te cour se 
for the ou t years can be neglec ted ," accord-
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ing to MRS Past Pres ident Elton K a u f m a n n 
of t h e L a w r e n c e L i v e r m o r e N a t i o n a l 
Labora to ry . K a u f m a n n is 1 986 C h a i r o f the 
M R S Long-Range Planning C o m m i t t e e , a 
posit ion a s sumed by each MRS past presi­
den t as requi red by the Society 's By-Laws. 

K a u f m a n n noted tha t , " th i s year the 
c o m m i t t e e will tackle a dozen different 
q u e s t i o n s , s o m e of which a r e n e w and 
some cont inu ing from last year 's commi t t ee 
directed by Woody Whi te . A s u b c o m m i t t e e 
compr ised of from t h r e e to five m e m b e r s 
including a cha i rpe r son will focus on each 
issue. Ka thy Tay lo r (MRS first vice presi­
den t ) of Gene ra l M o t o r s will lead the effort 
to upda te the Society 's "Five-Year Pro­
ject ion," a task which involves es t ima t ing 
the type and v o l u m e of activity in which 
MRS will be involved t h r o u g h the year 
1991 . Judging the fu tu re t r e n d s in the 
c o n t e x t of b a l a n c e a m o n g t h e seve ra l 
Society p r o g r a m s (such as topical symposia , 
s h o r t cou r se s , publ ish ing , etc.) will be the 
task of a g r o u p chaired by Clyde N o r t h r u p 
(1982 M R S pres iden t ) of Sandia Nat ional 
Labora tor ies . 

"Woody Whi te will spea rhead the con­
t inuat ion from last year of the deve lopment 
of op t ions for the expans ion of MRS head­
qua r t e r s facilities and its possible relocation. 
Forecast ing of the role to be played by the 
U.S.-based M R S in t he developing " M R S 
In t e rna t iona l " and defining the p resen t 
d i rect ions which will lead to tha t role falls 
to a s u b c o m m i t t e e led by David Biegelsen 

of Xerox PARC, w h o has just completed a 
magnif icent job as a mee t ing chair for the 
annua l MRS Fall Meet ing in Boston. Dave 
will coord ina te his efforts very closely wi th 
the MRS External Affairs C o m m i t t e e which 
over sees ou r in te rna t iona l re la t ions on an 
on-go ing basis ." 

K a u f m a n n explained tha t he will per­
sonally chair t he s u b c o m m i t t e e which will 
examine the ques t ion of new a n d / o r modi­
fied a w a r d s and o t h e r fo rms of recogni t ion 
which the Society may confer on individuals 
and g r o u p s in the mater ia l s research com­
m u n i t y . He emphas ized , " In this way the 
long- range plans and the c u r r e n t w o r k of 
t he M R S A w a r d s C o m m i t t e e , which is also 
chaired by the past pres ident , will beclosely 
coord ina ted ." 

"In addi t ion, potent ia l new sources of 
r e v e n u e for the s u p p o r t of M R S p r o g r a m s 
a re to be s tudied u n d e r the di rect ion of 
MRS T r e a s u r e r Clif Draper of A T & T Tech­
nologies and this is closely related to the 
w o r k to be led by L. Ralph D a w s o n of 
Sandia Nat ional Labora tor ies concern ing 
M R S re la t ions wi th its p r o g r a m sponso r s . 
Richard Schwoebel , also of Sandia, will 
br ing his exper ience as a former MRS 
sec re t a ry and last year ' s chair of the Ex­
terna l Affairs C o m m i t t e e to bear on the 
implicat ions for M R S of t he developing 
collaborative relat ionships M R S n o w enjoys 
and may enjoy in the fu tu re wi th o t h e r 
technical societies. T h e welcome increas­
ingly ac t ive i n v o l v e m e n t of u n i v e r s i t y 

faculty in the affairs of the M R S will 
c o n t i n u e to be wa tched by a g r o u p led by 
R u s t u m Roy of Penn Sta te , wi th an eye 
toward facilitating this hea l thy t rend . 

" T h e opera t ional s t r u c t u r e s and proce­
d u r e s of the MRS Counci l and of MRS 
c o m m i t t e e s will be examined from the 
s t andpo in t of their p r e sen t efficiency and 
r o b u s t n e s s for t he fu tu r e in an ever larger 
and more complex M R S . T h e Counci l and 
c o m m i t t e e s aspects will be s tudied by t w o 
di f ferent g r o u p s led respect ively by Fred 
Young , Jr. of O a k Ridge Nat ional Labora­
tory and a Counc i l lo r himself, and by 
Woody Whi te , also of O R N L and 1984 
M R S pres ident . 

"Finally," K a u f m a n n concluded, "we are 
w a t c h i n g c u r r e n t o rgan iza t iona l t r e n d s in 
electronically aided communica t ion and data 
retr ieval and will develop proposa ls for 
ways M R S migh t benefit from the imple­
m e n t a t i o n of such funct ions as telemail , 
bullet in boards , and data bases . Paul Peercy 
of Sandia, last year ' s M R S P r o g r a m C o m ­
mi t t ee chair , will lead this inves t iga t ion . 
T h e full Long-Range Planning C o m m i t t e e 
has its work cu t ou t . It will g rea t ly benef i t 
not only from the efforts of all of the 
s u b c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s , bu t a lso from 
ins ights on the fu tu re of ou r Society and of 
ou r field cont r ibuted by all of ou r m e m b e r s . " 
M e m b e r s in te res ted in sha r ing the i r v iews 
in any of the above ment ioned areas , should 
contact one of the s u b c o m m i t t e e chairs or 
Elton Kau fmann . 

Versailles Materials Project Moves Toward Independence 

At the June 1982 Economic S u m m i t of 
Versailles, seven heads of s ta te and g o v e r n ­
m e n t , t o g e t h e r wi th r ep re sen t a t i ve s of t he 
European C o m m u n i t y (EEC), proposed 18 
sepa ra t e technical projects to help s u m m i t 
m e m b e r s p r o m o t e " t he deve lopmen t of 
and t rade in n e w technologies ." In a lmost 
four yea r s since tha t s u m m i t , the Versail les 
Project on Advanced Mate r ia l s and Ma­
terials S t a n d a r d s (V A M AS) has g r o w n in to 
a $2 million per yea r v e n t u r e , becoming 
one of t he mos t active summi t - in i t i a t ed 
t echno logy- fos te r ing p r o g r a m s . O n Janu­
ary 30, t he Uni ted S t a t e s and France took 
the first s t ep t o w a r d sp inning V A M A S off 
from the S u m m i t Work ing G r o u p as an 
i n d e p e n d e n t , coopera t ive v e n t u r e . D u r i n g 
a c e r e m o n y at t he res idence of the French 
a m b a s s a d o r in W a s h i n g t o n D.C. , r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s of t he t w o na t i ons penned the 
initial s i g n a t u r e s on a " m e m o r a n d u m of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g " t h a t had been d r a w n up by 
the par t ic ipat ing s u m m i t na t ions and EEC. 

This m e m o r a n d u m of unders tand ing goes 
into effect as soon as r ep re sen t a t i ve s of 

Canada , West G e r m a n y , Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom and the EEC add the i r 
s i gna tu re s—probab ly by May . N o t only 
will this n e w s t r u c t u r e make it easier for 
t he European na t ions to secure funding for 
the i r par t ic ipat ion, bu t it also e n s u r e s tha t 
V A M A S surv ives w h e n the Heads of S ta te 
formally divest themse lves of responsibi l­
ity foral l 18 projects la ter this year, at the i r 
next economic s u m m i t , in Japan. 

V A M A S ' s principal a ims a re to s t imula t e 
in t roduc t ion of advanced mate r ia l s in to 
h igh- t echno logy p roduc t s and eng inee r ing 
s t r u c t u r e s , and to encou rage in te rna t iona l 
t r ade t h r o u g h a g r e e m e n t on codes of prac­
tice and pe r fo rmance . Basically, its t h r u s t is 
to fos ter research on advanced-mate r i a l s 
proper t ies and test me thods—before s tand­
ards for these mater ia l s are developed. 
In te rna t iona l coopera t ion in t he develop­
m e n t of these data and tes ts never existed 
before, po in t s ou t Bruce W. S te iner of the 
Nat ional Bureau of S t a n d a r d s ' ( N B S ) Insti­
t u t e for Mater ia ls Science and Engineer ing , 
and a m e m b e r of V A M A S ' s s t ee r ing com­

mi t tee . Ironically, he adds, unti l V A M A S 
exis ted , " t h o s e of us in the field w e r e really 
u n a w a r e of h o w i m p o r t a n t t he need for it 
had become." 

Led jointly by t he United S ta te s and Uni­
ted Kingdom, the Versail les mater ia l s p ro ­
ject has already initiated research p r o g r a m s 
in 11 a reas . 

Wear Test Methods 
Second only to corros ion as a costly 

source of mater ia ls de te r io ra t ion , the O r ­
ganiza t ion for Economic Coope ra t ion and 
D e v e l o p m e n t ( O E C D ) e s t i m a t e s that indus­
trialized coun t r i e s suffer economic losses 
d u e to w e a r and wea r - r e l a t ed p h e n o m e n a 
a m o u n t i n g to be tween 1 and 2% of the i r 
g ross domes t ic product . VAMAS' s activi­
ties he re will be focusing on improving the 
reproducibi l i ty and comparabi l i ty of wea r -
tes t m e t h o d s and charac te r iz ing h o w the 
w e a r behavior in "advanced" mater ia ls— 
primarily ceramics and inorganic coat ings— 

Continued 
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