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In January 1977, Egypt was beset by protests, a day
after the Prime Minister had announced the end
of government subsidies for consumer goods. In
December 1983, protests began in southern Tunisia
against the price increase, and then spread to the rest
of the country. In March 1994, students in Niamey,
Niger, vented their anger at the deterioration in their
living conditions. Elsewhere, too, like in Burkina
Faso, Ethiopia, Jordan, and Togo, deteriorating living
conditions – or what was felt as such – have given rise
to a variety of social movements and unrest since the
1970s. Although each of these events and movements
had its own logic, they all took place in the context of
the implementation of neoliberal economic policies,
generally referred to as structural adjustment reforms.
Structural adjustments have been the subject of
extensive literature, but to a large extent existing
studies have focused on the logic (and documentation)
of international financial institutions, national
governments, and private enterprises. By focusing on
the revolts against, and more generally on the multiple
social responses to structural adjustments policies,
such as anger, adaptation, or indifference, this volume
suggests that the perspective should be reversed.
It investigates the ways in which the upheavals
brought about by this new liberalization were actually
experienced by the people of Africa and the Middle
East in their daily and material lives and their shared
concepts of fairness and unfairness.
This volume intends to highlight the long-standing
reality of discontent with capitalism in this part
of world. It also aims to stimulate a more general
reflection on popular feelings and social responses to
neoliberalism, not only in Africa and the Middle East,
but also in the rest of the world.
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