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"VERY NEARLY PERFECT...”*
“A fiercely argued exegesis of Shakespeare's plays in the tradition of Samuel 
Johnson, Hazlitt and A.C. Bradley, a study that is as passionate as it is erudite 
...It's hard not to be impressed by his overall knowledge of and insight into his 
subject's work.”

—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times

Critics Circle 

Award

National Book 
Award finalist

The

HAROLD BLOOM

^’evvVorkT 
NotaWeBo 
of dte Year

“A splendid book: elegantly written, schol-
arly yet accessible, radiant with Bloom’s love 
for Shakespeare in particular and literature 
in general... An old-fashioned exercise in 
narrative criticism for the general reader... 
Very nearly perfect.”

—Kirkus*

“A huge cloak-bag of ideas...It is a feast.”
—The Wall Street Journal

“The indispensable critic on the indispensa-
ble writer.”

—Geoffrey O’Brien, 
New York Review of Books

SHAKESPEARE
THE INVENTION OF THE HUMAN

HAROLD BLOOM
RIVERHEAD 768 PP. 1-57322-751-X $15.95
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