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In a last ditch effort to secure bipartisan support
for health care reform, President Barack Obama
met with a group of Democratic and Republi-
can congressional leaders in a seven-hour tele-
vised health care forum on Feburary 25, 2010,
at Blair House in Washington, DC. In this cover
image from that forum, President Obama presses
a point with then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA),
with former Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices Kathleen Sebelius seated to his left. The
photo illustrates the tense moments before the Af-
fordable Care Act was enacted on a straight party
line vote. And yet enacting the measure was only a
minor part of this historic policy accomplishment,
as the law has been continuously challenged ever
since, both politically and legally. (Official White
House Photo by Pete Souza)
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Welcome to PLS

ciplinary peer-reviewed journal with a global

audience. PLS is owned by the AssociATiON
FOR PoLiTics AND THE LIFE SCIENCES, the APLS
(www.aplsnet.org), which is both an American Political
Science Association (APSA) Related Group and an
American Institute of Biological Sciences (AIBS)
Member Society. PLS has been published by Cambridge
University Press since Spring 2015.

PLS publishes original scholarly research at the
intersection of politics and the life sciences. The topic
range includes evolutionary and laboratory insights
into political behavior, from decision-making to
leadership, cooperation, and competition; evolutionary
analysis of political intolerance and violence, from
group conflict to warfare, terrorism, and torture;
political and political-economic analysis of life-sciences
research, health policy, agricultural and environmental
policy, and biosecurity policy; philosophical analysis
of bioethical controversies; and historical analysis
of currently misunderstood issues within the range
described above. Contributors include political scien-
tists, political psychologists, life scientists, clinicians,
health-policy scholars, bioethicists, biosecurity and
international-security experts, environmental scientists

P OLITICS AND THE LIFE SCIENCES is an interdis-
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and ecological economists, moral and evolutionary
philosophers, political and environmental historians,
communications and public-opinion researchers, and
legal scholars.

PLS is printed, mailed, and posted online (jour-
nals.cambridge.org/pls) twice annually, in the spring
and fall, by Cambridge University Press. Papers
succeeding in peer review, once emerging from
revision and prepress routines, may be published
online-before-print for access by subscribers, requesting
journalists, and, in featured instances, the public.

PLS is indexed comprehensively in full text, from
its first to its latest issue, at Cambridge Journals
Online (www.journals.cambridge.org/pls). PLS is
indexed comprehensively from March 2004, issue
23(1), at BioOne.2 (www.bioone.org). All titles and
abstracts are indexed in MEDLINE at PubMed
(www.pubmed.gov). Back issues are archived in full
text at JSTOR (www.jstor.org). PLS is also included
in Academic Search Alumni Edition, Academic Search
Premier, Academic Search Product Family, International
Political Science Abstracts, Psychology & Behavioral
Sciences Collection, and Social Sciences Abstracts
— all aggregated for institutions by EBSCOhost®, a
commercial service.
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