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2012 Annual Meeting Call for Papers

DIVISION 1: POLITICAL THOUGHT AND PHILOSOPHY
Giulia Sissa, UCLA

In the history of western political thought, representation has 
been seen as the defining characteristic of modern states, be they 
republics or constitutional monarchies. It stands in contrast to both 
despotism and tyranny on the one hand, and direct self-rule of the 
kind associated with ancient Greek democracy on the other. Repre-
sentation became crucial in mixed constitutions, such as the Roman 
Republic, the model of so many states, including the United States 
of America. The invention, and desirability, of representation, as 
something which allowed the people to participate in government, 
while limiting their alleged potential for disruption, and propensity 
for mob rule or populism, has always been an intensely discussed 
turning point in our political memory. 

We encourage contributions that revisit and question those argu-
ments, in all relevant texts and contexts. Here are a few generative 
suggestions: 

How direct was democracy in ancient societies, and in ancient 
political philosophy? How popular can a complex state be? How 
crucial are elections, for the formation of elites and the fostering 
of political activity in civil society? How do they offer an ethical 
challenge, engage shared knowledge, and fashion social emotions? 
How can the tradition of republicanism be seen as an intellectual 
history of representation?

Why and when elections came to appear preferable to the ran-
dom selection of magistrates, or to collective deliberation in general 
assemblies? We welcome panels and papers about those debates in 
ancient philosophy, and their reception in medieval, modern and 
contemporary political theory.  This is particularly relevant in the 
history of American politics. 

What is the state of the question on representation, within theories 
of liberal democracy, social democracy, general will, social contract, 
stateless and classless society, community, political parties, trade 
unions, activism in civil society? Is representation a permanent mat-
ter of dispute in religious institutions, western and non-western? 
How does it, and how should it, function in new multi-state experi-
ments, such as the European Union? An anthropological, compara-
tive, approach to diverse traditions of political thought would also 
be most interesting.

How do theories of representation, past and present, affect theo-
ries of democracy, and of democratization? Where is contemporary 

democratic theory going? Different visions of representation are at 
stake in a number of key arguments about participation, advocacy, 
democratic method, democratic quality, competing claims, com-
munity, citizenship national and global, policies regarding under-
represented groups, the rule of the majority and the rights of the 
minorities, gender and race. We welcome discussions on how we 
bring theories of justice and normative commitments to bear on 
all the challenges of contemporary politics. 

DIVISION 2:  FOUNDATIONS OF POLITICAL THEORY
R. Claire Snyder-Hall, George Mason University

The APSA 2012 conference theme, “Representation and Renew-
al,” invokes many issues relevant for Foundations of Political The-
ory. Each subfield has its own contributions to make to our under-
standing of those concepts, which were extensively elaborated in 
the main conference call. Foundations asks how philosophical 
approaches to political analysis help enlighten our understand-
ing of representation and renewal. We welcome analyses from 
the wide array of political traditions that comprise our subfield. 
While we encourage paper and panel proposals that address the 
conference theme, we also welcome studies of other important 
issues within political theory.

The theme of representation and renewal comes at an opportune 
time, as we move through a period of political and economic upheaval 
around the world and head into the 2012 elections in the United 
States. How are various political, economic, and identity interests 
represented domestically and globally? What type of representation 
is offered by ostensibly democratic and non-democratic institutions 
at home and abroad? What types of power-relations do such institu-
tions enable? Which voices are amplified and which muted? Who 
is seated at proverbial tables – even at the APSA conference itself?

We also face a time rife with calls for political, economic, and 
spiritual renewal at home and abroad. How do we evaluate these 
various calls for renewal? How does political theory illuminate the 
crises that give rise to such calls? How might political theory be 
used to stimulate new or renewed ways of thinking about change, 
as we draw on the array of discursive traditions that comprise our 
field? What do our diverse methodological approaches add to our 
understanding of the world around us, both contemporaneously 
and historically?

Representation and Renewal
APSA Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Lousiana
August 30– September 2, 2012 
P R O G R A M  C O - C H A I R S :  J O H N  CA R E Y,  DA R T M O U T H  C O L L EG E  A N D LY N N  VAV R EC K ,  U N I V E R S I T Y O F 
CA L I F O R N I A ,  LO S  A N G E L E S

Submissions accepted beginning September 15. 
Deadline: December 15, 2011

Visit www.apsanet.org/2012 to review the calls for each division.
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DIVISION 3: NORMATIVE POLITICAL THEORY
Stephen Macedo, Princeton University

Normative reflection is central to the design of legitimate and 
effective representative institutions, so this year’s theme furnishes 
an occasion to think about the ways in which political theory can 
inform and challenge the work of our empirical and formal col-
leagues.  Likewise, how should normative theorizing respond to 
the challenges faced by representative institutions in the contem-
porary world, at various levels, local, regional, national, and global?  
How should the work of our empirical and formal colleagues, con-
cerning inequality, diversity, citizen competence, elite polarization, 
and other matters, affect our own reflections on representative and 
democratic ideals?  What ideals should inform the design of repre-
sentative institutions, norms, and practices?  Is representative gov-
ernment best thought of as a way of perfecting collective self-rule, 
or is representation necessarily (or increasingly) a poor substitute 
for more direct, participatory, and (as some would say), “democrat-
ic” forms of self-government?  Given the increasing importance of 
delegation of political power to institutions insulated from direct 
electoral accountability – both domestically and internationally – 
under what conditions are such institutions consistent with, or even 
improvements upon, traditional forms of political representation?  
What can those working in the Western canon – or outside of it -- 
learn from other political cultures and traditions?  

Representation is a capacious normative theme at the very center 
of the discipline of modern political science.  Consistent with the 
program theme of renewal, and the program chairs’ call for efforts 
to promote work across subfields and divisions, we encourage cre-
ative and diverse panels that include scholars with common interests 
but differing methodological, theoretical, and normative points of 
view.  Efforts to bridge normative, historical, empirical, and formal 
divisions are especially welcome, as our panels that bring together 
senior and junior scholars.  These remarks are meant to be genera-
tive rather than restrictive: interesting and important panels and 
papers not closely related to the conference theme are very welcome.     

DIVISION 4: FORMAL POLITICAL THEORY
Alan Wiseman, Vanderbilt University

In embracing the theme of the 2012 APSA Meeting, “Represen-
tation and Renewal”, the division welcomes papers that develop 
mathematical models drawing on tools from game theory, social 
choice theory, agent based, and behavioral approaches to engage a 
wide range of political phenomena, and particularly those related 
to questions of representation in contemporary society.  The divi-
sion also encourages papers that explore the empirical implications 
of existing and new theoretical models in large and small sample 
settings; and in particular, papers are welcomed that would natu-
rally facilitate bridges between the formal theory division and other 
divisions in the APSA program.  Finally, the division would also 
welcome suggestions for theme panel and roundtables, particularly 
those that are closely related to the theme of the 2012 Meetings, 
and those that would have strong natural ties to other divisions on 
the APSA program.   

DIVISION 5: POLITICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Matthew Levendusky, University of Pennsylvania 

I encourage submissions on any topic related to political psychol-
ogy, broadly defined. In keeping with this year’s theme of represen-
tation and renewal, I welcome proposals that examine how political 
psychology can enrich the analysis of citizens’ relationships with 
their elected officials, both in the United States and around the world. 

I am also particularly interested in submissions for papers and 
panels that employ new theoretical and methodological approaches 
to the study of political psychology. For example, how can scholars 
use novel experimental and observational designs to better gather 
data relevant to political psychology?  How can the analysis of genetic 
or other biological data (or data from social networks) inform clas-
sic debates in political psychology? How can we better understand 
(and measure) the role of emotions in shaping political behavior? 
I look forward to assembling panels around these and other topics 
of relevance to the section. Finally, I would encourage scholars at all 
levels to consider serving as panel chairs and discussants.  

DIVISION 6: POLITICAL ECONOMY
Tarek Masoud, Harvard University

The Political Economy Section invites paper and panel proposals 
that explore the intersections between politics and economics. We 
seek papers that are methodologically rigorous, offer fresh theoretical 
insights, develop new data sources, or use existing data in new and 
creative ways. Panel proposals that are substantively cohesive and 
yet span divides between international and comparative political 
economy; between empirical and theoretical studies; among differ-
ent epistemological approaches; between studies of developed and 
less developed countries; and between democracies and autocra-
cies, are particularly welcome.  Given this year’s theme, we encour-
age proposals to examine the political economy of representation. 
This might include investigations of how economic factors shape 
representative political institutions (elections and legislatures), and 
how those institutions in turn shape economic outcomes and the 
welfare of citizens; the microfoundations of legislator behavior; the 
strategic logics of voters, candidates, and parties in elections; or the 
economic determinants of popular demand for political representa-
tion in non-democracies, among other topics.

DIVISION 7: POLITICS AND HISTORY
Bruce Miroff, University at Albany, SUNY
Nicole Mellow, Williams College

We welcome papers and panels that bring historical and devel-
opmental perspectives to bear on the conference theme of represen-
tation and renewal.  This includes investigations into changes in 
modes (e.g., mass parties, interest groups) or practices (e.g., electoral 
reforms, protest movement activity) of societal representation, as well 
as examinations of the functioning and robustness of representative 
institutions over time.  Analyses of the relationship between repre-
sentation and factors such as economic instability or change, social 
group conflict, external threat, or change in media and technology 
are encouraged.  We especially invite comparative historical work on 
the sources, nature, developmental path, and success of demands for 
greater representation in sub-national or national governments, or 
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international bodies.  Also in this vein, we are interested in historical 
investigations of the intellectual conflicts that have shaped ideals 
of representation in different polities.    Beyond these themes, we 
welcome innovative papers on topics of broad and enduring inter-
est to historical and developmental scholarship.

IVISION 8: POLITICAL METHODOLOGY
Lonna Atkeson, University of New Mexico

The Political Methodology division welcomes paper, panel, and 
roundtable proposals addressing all aspects of empirical methodol-
ogy. The division encourages submissions dealing with the logic of 
inquiry, research design, measurement, estimation and specification, 
and theory development. The division is also interested in papers 
dealing with changes in survey research and new methods of survey 
research.  In particular, we are interested in papers that evaluate the 
representativeness and quality of new survey methodologies.  We 
also invite proposals that develop new methodological techniques 
as well as innovative applications of existing techniques.  Proposals 
that address methodological and measurement challenges related 
to the theme of the conference, “Representation and Renewal,” are 
especially welcome.

DIVISION 9: TEACHING AND LEARNING IN
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Stephen Swindle, Lee University

The Teaching and Learning in Political Science division welcomes 
submissions for papers, panels and roundtables, particularly those 
that address the 2012 APSA Conference theme of “Representation 
and Renewal.”  We invite rigorous and scholarly proposals that 
contribute to our understanding of the role of the classroom and 
student engagement in the evaluation and establishment of repre-
sentative ideals and the means by which they can be achieved. Papers 
exploring innovative pedagogies, classroom technologies, and active 
learning strategies are encouraged. Of particular interest are pro-
posals that explore the implications of classroom and curricular 
diversity, internationalization, and inclusiveness as contributing 
components toward the quality of instruction, and toward learning 
outcomes. Finally, creative proposals that promote work across sub-
field and disciplinary divisions are especially welcome.

DIVISION 10: POLITICAL SCIENCE EDUCATION
Elizabeth A. Bennion, Indiana University South Bend

This section invites proposals that address how well political sci-
ence curricula and instruction prepare students to participate in 
the process of democratic representation and renewal.  The sec-
tion is particularly interested in questions that address the fol-
lowing questions:

What knowledge, skills, and dispositions must students have to 
pursue lives as active citizens, community leaders, and/or political 
officials? How can the political science classroom prepare students 
for civic leadership and for engaged citizenry that strengthens the 
representation link between voters and elected officials? How can 
political science educators encourage critical thinking about political 
systems, encouraging healthy skepticism rather than apathy, reform 
rather than withdrawn disillusionment? How can we teach people 
to translate citizens’ collective aspirations into effective public ini-

tiatives? Do our students understand the consequences of how they 
choose to frame and pursue political agendas – both for specific 
policy outcomes and the long-term health of democracy?  What role 
does teaching play in the renewal of cities, economies, institutions, 
and relationships between the governed and those who govern? 

How can we help our students understand the evolution of long-
standing democracies, including declining confidence in public 
institutions? How can we help our students understand emerging 
democratic transitions in Africa and the Middle East? How can 
we best address questions regarding the political representation 
of racial, ethnic, caste, religious, and linguistic minorities in the 
United States and in other nations, particularly in homogeneous 
classrooms? What role do diverse people and nations play in setting 
national and international policy priorities (in specific countries, 
for the IMF, NATO, or the UN)? What lessons regarding political 
principles, institutions, mass behavior, and elite behavior are nec-
essary to help students to participate in renewing representative 
democracy? To what extent should we assume that this is a valid goal?  

Are our students adequately prepared to address these ques-
tions – through political discussion, civil society, mass movements, 
traditional political channels or legal processes? Are we, as instruc-
tors adequately prepared to address these issues with our students?

In short, how well does our discipline prepare students for their 
role as national and/or global citizens – by teaching substantive 
knowledge that increases their understanding of political processes 
and institutions, by cultivating civic identities that promote their 
political participation, or by teaching civic skills that enable them 
to wield influence?

In keeping with the mission of the section, we entertain a wide 
range of topics for papers and panels, including but not limited to 
innovations in curriculum design, classroom teaching, instructional 
technology, experiential learning, undergraduate research, advising, 
administration and assessment.  The Political Science Education 
section is strongly committed to honoring the diversity of institu-
tions with which ASPA members are associated, and we welcome 
submissions from political scientists at community colleges and two-
year institutions, as well as from four-year colleges and universities.

DIVISION 11: COMPARATIVE POLITICS
Erin Jenne, Central European University
Fabrice Lehoucq, University of North Carolina Greensboro

The comparative politics section welcomes proposals for papers 
and panels that deal with both established and emerging research 
themes in comparative politics, especially those that address the 
core themes of political representation and renewal.  In particular, 
we seek abstracts about how representation shapes central regime 
characteristics and policies, which has been a central concern of 
research on democratic institutions, social inequality, and com-
parative political economy.  This section also invites papers and 
panels on the strengths and weaknesses of case studies and cross-
national, statistical work across a range of subfields of comparative 
politics.  We, of course, continue to welcome submissions that cover 
traditional subjects in comparative politics, including authoritar-
ian systems and electorates, democracy and democratic transition, 
social movements, and regime change.  
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DIVISION 12: COMPARATIVE POLITICS OF
 DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
Aníbal Pérez-Liñán, University of Pittsburgh 

Issues of representation lie at the core of political debates in 
developing countries, where vast segments of the population usually 
lack access to economic resources and social power.  A diverse set 
of agents may articulate the citizens’ policy preferences, including 
legislatures and political parties, but also courts, sub-national gov-
ernments, social movements, trade unions, interest groups, media 
conglomerates, and even military officers or authoritarian leaders.  
We welcome submissions that cover this broad range of represen-
tative relationships from the perspectives of institutional analysis, 
political behavior, historical sociology, or political economy. We 
encourage panels and papers that explore innovative questions, 
employ original data, or embrace multi-method designs.  Both single 
and multi-country studies will be considered, but preference will be 
given to papers and panels that address larger comparative themes 
and theoretical issues.

DIVISION 13: THE POLITICS OF COMMUNIST AND
 FORMER COMMUNIST COUNTRIES
Kathryn Stoner-Weiss, Stanford University

We invite all proposals in the field of comparative politics of com-
munist and post-communist countries, especially those that address 
this year’s theme of representation and renewal.  Papers and pan-
els related to the conference theme could consider recent electoral 
activity in communist and post-communist countries, challenges 
to autocratic rule or re-entrenchment of non-representative forms 
of government. Papers might also consider the possible renewal of 
post communist economies following the global economic crisis; or 
the renewal of civil society in some post-communist contexts. We 
especially welcome panels and papers that use innovative research 
designs to overcome the challenges of data collection and analysis 
for communist and post-communist contexts.

DIVISION 14: COMPARATIVE POLITICS OF ADVANCED
INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS
Gail McElroy, Trinity College Dublin

The empirical study of political representation in established 
democracies has primarily focused on questions of policy congru-
ence and, to a lesser extent, symbolic representation. However, nor-
mative scholarship depicts political representation as a far more 
complex, multifaceted concept. Additionally, traditional notions of 
what individuals require from representative democracy - in terms 
of the design and operation of electoral, legislative and bureaucratic 
organizations - are being increasingly challenged. With these issues 
in mind, this section calls for a renewed and reinvigorated examina-
tion of the link between citizens and elites in advanced industrial-
ized democracies. The section particularly welcomes papers that 
move beyond the simple demand-input model to examine what 
citizens expect from the representation process and how this varies 
across both individuals and political systems. In addition, work that 
explores how elites affect the dynamics of representation through 
public opinion formation and issue framing are encouraged. Papers 
that examine political representation at sub and supra-national lev-
els and work that explores alternative, extra-parliamentary forms 
of representation are also actively sought. Proposals that consider 

new approaches to measurement and use innovative techniques 
or address fundamental theoretical issues will be given priority.

DIVISION 15: EUROPEAN POLITICS AND SOCIETY
Sheri Berman, Barnard College

The theme of this year’s APSA convention is “Representation and 
Renewal,” a topic all students and observers of European Politics 
& Society know to be a live one.  Especially since the onset of the 
financial crisis, Europeans have been debating the normative ideals 
attached to representation, the factors that impede the realization 
of those ideals in practice, and the potential to reform, rehaul and 
reinvigorate representative relationships and institutions at both the 
supra- and intra-national levels.  The European Politics and Society 
section of APSA therefore invites proposals that address issues of 
representation in all their complexity.  We are particularly interested 
in proposals that examine the ways in which representative and 
democratic institutions have been influenced by and responded to 
economic crisis; the evolving debate about the “democratic deficit” 
in the EU; how the changing nature of European society has affect-
ed the functioning and legitimacy of democratic institutions; and 
whether Europe, the birthplace of the nation-state and democracy, 
is mired in a period of inevitable political decline or is capable of 
renewing its political institutions so as to better face the challenges 
of the 21st century and beyond.

DIVISION 16: INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY
Nathan Jensen, Washington University

The International Political Economy section invites paper and 
panel proposal on IPE topics such as the political dimensions of 
cross-national movements of goods, capital, and labor, the institu-
tions governing international economic relations, and the relation-
ship between economics and political conflict.  This section also wel-
comes studies at the intersection of comparative and international 
political economy, especially those related to this year’s theme of 
“Representation and Renewal.”  This includes, for example, stud-
ies of how globalization affects domestic political accountability, 
representation in international organizations such as the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the World Trade Organization, and the 
domestic and international politics of financial crises.

DIVISION 17: INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION
Sarah Brooks, Ohio State University

The division on International Collaboration invites proposals 
for papers and panels on a broad range of topics relating to interna-
tional integration and global governance.  Proposals addressing this 
year’s conference theme, representation and renewal, are especially 
welcome.  Some examples might include: How have different forms 
of representation in regional and international institutions been 
developed and transformed over time? Why are some institutions 
and governance structures more effective and/or representative than 
others?  How do various state and non-state actors negotiate the 
representation of different peoples within national, regional and 
international institutions?  And, how have forms of regional and 
global integration affected, and been shaped in turn by, domestic 
processes such as growth, inequality, and social cohesion?  Proposals 
that provide innovative advances on existing research on interna-
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tional integration, institutions, and cooperation, or that generate 
new theoretical and empirical insights therein, are highly encour-
aged.  The division invites submissions from all methodological 
and epistemological approaches. 

DIVISION 18: INTERNATIONAL SECURITY
Cameron G. Thies, University of Iowa

The relationship between international security and represen-
tation has a complicated history in both theory and practice.  The 
program organizers’ call for a renewal in the study of representa-
tion draws our attention back to the tensions between the demands 
leaders face in the pursuit of security on the international level and 
those they face at the domestic level from organized societal inter-
ests, intra-governmental actors, and the citizenry. This division wel-
comes papers, panels and roundtables on all topics of international 
security, but I particularly encourage submissions that engage the 
theme of representation.  Issues of representation in the realm of 
international security also suggest, or perhaps even require, the 
exploration of intersections with other subfields, such as foreign 
policy, international political economy, conflict processes, human 
rights, comparative politics, and so on.  Innovative theoretical and 
empirical work that addresses these connections, as well as norma-
tive work on security and representation is especially encouraged.   

DIVISION 19: INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AND
ARMS CONTROL
David H. Sacko, United States Air Force Academy

APSA’s 2012 annual meeting theme, “Representation and Renew-
al,” lauds the perseverance of New Orleans in the face of natural 
disasters, reminding us of how crises affect security in a myriad of 
ways. Panels and roundtables for the ISAC section might address 
issues encompassing diverse theoretical, practical, policy-relevant, 
and methodological perspectives of institutions and actors con-
fronting such global crises and the resulting effect on security and/
or arms control.  How do governments react and adapt to extreme 
situations and what tools are available to resolve crises in times of 
stress? What unconventional security threats will reduce stability in 
the global commons?  What are the issues surrounding international 
cyberspace, financial market interdependence, or the deterioration 
of the global environmental system? While the theme does invite 
discussion of the problems of nonconventional security threats, it 
also asks for discussions of the solutions. What approaches are most 
appropriate in devising responses to crises?  How might greater 
“representation” and “renewal” mitigate contemporary challenges 
to international security? Paper topics could range from a discus-
sion of specific case studies to broad institutional challenges and 
appropriate global solutions. Innovative approaches to the set of 
issues raised by economic, environmental, technological, and finan-
cial crises are encouraged, particularly as related to conflict and 
security.  Do such crises encourage or discourage arms control and 
what new considerations may need to be addressed?  Pedagogical 
panels/roundtables or papers are encouraged, particularly those 
that address innovative ways to involve students or faculty in deal-
ing with these issues. 

DIVISION 20: FOREIGN POLICY

To Be  Announced – Please check the online call for papers 
for updated information.

DIVISION 21: CONFLICT PROCESSES
Mark J. C. Crescenzi, University of North Carolina Chapel 
Hill

The Conflict Processes Section invites proposals for the 2012 
Annual APSA meeting in New Orleans. This year’s APSA theme 
is “Representation and Renewal.” Proposals to present research on 
the processes of peace and conflict in international and intrastate 
conflict are welcomed, and the section encourages its members to 
consider the role of representation in these processes.  This focus 
on representation can be institutional, normative, and/or dynamic 
(particularly with respect to renewal).  The section also encourages 
collaboration on panels with other APSA sections, both theme ori-
ented and otherwise.

DIVISION 22: LEGISLATIVE STUDIES
Gregory Koger, University of Miami
Carol Mershon, University of Virginia

Representation and renewal are central themes of legislative poli-
tics.  We welcome proposals that illuminate the complex nature of 
representation:  multiple constituencies, campaign strategies, and the 
influence of electoral rules on legislative elections. We invite propos-
als that explore political renewal, including the place of legislatures 
in newly established democracies, the evolution of legislative institu-
tions, and the impact of constitutional reform on legislative process 
and outcomes. We encourage proposals for papers and panels that are 
comparative in the broad sense, studying one chamber in multiple 
eras, or drawing comparisons across chambers, across sub-national 
units in the US and/or other countries, and across countries. We are 
also interested in proposals for papers and panels that study the role 
of legislative elections and legislative decision-making in authoritar-
ian and transitional regimes, a question of pressing importance in 
light of the Arab Spring. Moreover, we welcome proposals for papers 
and panels that seek renewal in legislative studies by exploring 
innovative approaches to classic themes and questions in the field.

DIVISION 23: PRESIDENCY RESEARCH
Daniel E. Ponder, Drury University

Presidency scholars will find the conference theme, “Repre-
sentation and Renewal,” the conference theme, is implicated in 
the rich body of work that together make up the study of the presi-
dency.  The theme and its interaction with our section is especially 
appropriate for the 2012 presidential election year, when the public 
will no doubt see and hear the call of many candidates to “renew 
America” or to “represent all” of the great cross section of the Unit-
ed States.  Indeed, the subfield of presidency research has profited 
from a rich and recent debate between some of our leading schol-
ars on the nature of presidential representation.  The Presidency 
Research Group calls for paper and panel proposals that consider the 
presidency in American politics and the world, and addressing all 
manner of presidential activity including elections, public policy, 
public opinion, inter-institutional relationships, presidential devel-
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opment, representation (however defined), comparative executives, 
and the like. Rigorous, innovative proposals are welcome, and I 
encourage papers from a variety of theoretical, methodological, 
and empirical approaches, particularly those that incorporate the 
conference theme.

DIVISION 24: PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Jared J. Llorens, Louisiana State University

The theme for APSA’s 2012 conference, “Representation and 
Renewal,” lends itself to a variety of research possibilities for public 
administration scholars and is especially relevant to the ongoing 
rebuilding efforts in the conference’s host city of New Orleans, Loui-
siana.  In aligning with the conference theme, the division strongly 
encourages paper, panel and poster proposals that address issues 
related to bureaucratic representation and the renewal “of cities, 
economies, institutions, and relationships between the governed 
and those who govern.”  Topics related to this theme include devel-
oping research in the area of representative bureaucracy, the role of 
public institutions and administrators in responding to the current 
economic downturn and the capacity of governments to manage 
crises such as Hurricane Katrina or the BP oil spill.

The division also welcomes topics of general interest to public 
administration scholars, including (but not limited to) public and/
or nonprofit management, networking, governance, budgeting and 
financial management, and performance management.  Proposals 
representing a variety of methodological and theoretical approaches 
are welcome, as are those proposing new and innovative formats.

DIVISION 25:  PUBLIC POLICY
Andrea Louise Campbell, MIT 

“Representation and Renewal” are central issues in the study of 
public policy.  Social policy, economic policy, environmental policy, 
science and technology policy, foreign policy, defense policy and 
homeland security all raise questions about who gets their pref-
erences realized, and why.  A preeminent goal of policymaking is 
renewal – recalibrating approaches to societal problems, addressing 
new needs.  The Public Policy section invites proposals that examine 
the multiple dimensions of representation and renewal.

As Harold Lasswell so famously put it, politics is about “who gets 
what, when, how?”  No question is more central to our enterprise 
than representation, whether and how the preferences of political 
actors are translated into policy outcomes.  Are some groups more 
likely than others to see their preferences realized?  How do the 
institutions of government channel preferences, and do they serve 
to mitigate or reinforce pre-existing inequalities?  How do modes 
and level of representation vary across the legislative, executive, and 
judicial arenas, across local, state, and federal government levels, 
and across nations?   How do political parties, interest groups and 
the media aid or hinder representation?  Proposals that assess policy 
processes and their implications for representation are welcome here.

Public policy is a constant process of renewal, from policymak-
ing to implementation to policy change.  What problems come to be 
recognized as public problems, and why?  Why do certain solutions 
rise to the fore?  How effective are existing policies, and by what cri-
teria should they be evaluated?  What barriers hinder policy change, 
and how can they be overcome?  When policy change is achieved, 
what are the political implications for client populations, for public 

opinion, for the interest group landscape, for the bureaucracy and 
the state, for budgetary commitments, for policy learning?  

Proposals are welcome from across the methodological and 
theoretical spectrum and from the broad range of policy areas.  I 
encourage papers that use multiple- and innovative methods and 
that leverage comparisons across time, policy issues, institutional 
venues, or national contexts. I also encourage both senior and junior 
colleagues to consider volunteering for chair and/or discussant roles.  

DIVISION 26: LAW AND COURTS
Brandon Bartels, George Washington University

The Law and Courts division invites outstanding proposals from all 
areas of law and courts research, including judicial decision mak-
ing, judicial selection, comparative judicial politics, public percep-
tions of courts, implementation and impact, intercourt interactions, 
separation of powers, legal doctrine, the role of race and gender in 
judging, judicial independence, methodological issues in law and 
courts research, and beyond. The division especially encourages 
proposals that are consistent with this year’s conference theme, 
“Representation and Renewal.” Full panels, author-meets-critics 
panels, and roundtables on compelling topics of interest to a broad 
audience are also encouraged. Finally, the section encourages pro-
posals on topics that cross traditional subfield boundaries, par-
ticularly those that could be cosponsored with another division.

DIVISION 27: CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND
 JURISPRUDENCE
Nina M. Moore, Colgate University

The program chairs for the annual meeting have invited us to 
consider foundational questions about representation, with an eye 
on renewal. The “Representation and Renewal” theme is in many 
ways uniquely relevant to the Constitutional Law and Jurisprudence 
Division. Alexander Hamilton envisioned American courts play-
ing a pivotal role in maintaining balance between representative 
democracy, on the one hand, and constitutional limitations, on the 
other. Indeed U.S. presidential elections speak volumes about the 
potential for constitutionalism to directly influence democratic pro-
cess. While the Division welcomes all panel and paper proposals on 
any topic related to constitutional law, jurisprudence, and constitu-
tionalism, it especially encourages submissions that connect to the 
Annual Meeting’s theme. Possible areas of substantive focus might 
include: constitutional perspectives on the relationship between the 
governed and those who govern; constitutional practices affecting 
the procedural elements of democracy, such as individual voting 
rights, the role of political parties in elections, campaign finance, 
apportionment and redistricting; and, jurisprudential trends that 
are increasingly (or decreasingly) representative of the interests of 
certain ideological segments, of women, or of various racial, ethnic, 
caste, religious, and linguistic minorities. In keeping with the divi-
sion’s traditional solicitation for U.S. as well as comparative and 
international studies, works that critically explore the emergence 
of new constitutional designs and the transformation of constitu-
tional orders are especially encouraged.

The Division welcomes proposals for partial as well as full panels. 
Panels that balance opportunities for participation by senior schol-
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ars, junior scholars, and graduate students are encouraged, as are 
proposals that incorporate the perspectives and approaches of other 
disciplines. When submitting a book panel proposal, please consider 
submissions that include more than one book and, where possible, 
submissions that combine the work of an established scholar with 
that of an emerging scholar.

DIVISION 28: FEDERALISM AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL
RELATIONS
Sean Nicholson-Crotty, University of Missouri

The theme for the 2012 meeting of the American Political Sci-
ence Association is Representation and Renewal. As the organizers 
note, these are fundamental questions because representation is 
increasingly necessary in the large, diverse, and complex states and 
systems that typify the modern world. Federal systems have often 
been designed to address these same governance challenges, and 
proponents have long recognized that the dual citizenship inherent 
in these arrangements poses unique challenges to both the normative 
principles and the practical application of representative government.

There are myriad representation questions that can benefit from 
the unique perspective of federalism and intergovernmental rela-
tions scholars, particularly today. Do the institutions of the European 
Union provide adequate representation to the citizens of member 
states when addressing deteriorating economic conditions in some 
parts of the federation? Can the world community build democratic 
institutions capable of governing states comprised of regions, tribes, 
and sects that agree on very little? Should international organizations 
like the World Bank encourage or discourage multi-level represen-
tation when helping developing nations craft fiscal and monetary 
policy? What are the consequences of state representatives in the 
U.S federal system challenging national laws and even going so far 
as to suggest that their constituents abandon representation in the 
national government?

We hope that authors will address these and other questions 
from a diverse set of perspectives. Both theoretical and empirical 
proposals are encouraged, as are those that explore linkages between 
federalism and representation in domestic, comparative and interna-
tional settings. Along with scholarly import, authors are encouraged 
to also consider the practical policy implications of their research.

DIVISION 29: STATE POLITICS AND POLICY
Cherie Maestas, Florida State University

The theme for the 2012 meetings is “Representation and Renew-
al,” a theme that encourages us to look broadly how public interests 
get translated into political outcomes, and how governments renew 
themselves when political processes break down. Scholars who study 
state politics and policy have a rich tradition of leveraging varia-
tion across states to explore how political and electoral institutions 
intersect with mass and elite attitudes to produce representative 
outcomes. Yet, persistent challenges remain, including the most 
basic -- defining and measuring the concept of representation. The 
section welcomes paper and roundtable proposals to address this 
most fundamental issue, especially proposals that offer innovative 
methodological or theoretical approaches to the study of this topic. 
Scholarship in sub-national politics is also well-suited to address-
ing the theme of renewal because states often function as labs for 
political innovations, both in policy and in institutional design. 

External social or economic pressures along with public dissatis-
faction with government create demands for government reform 
that are often heeded at the state level. Proposals that speak to the 
broader question of how government can renew itself in the eyes 
of the public through institutional reforms or policy innovations 
would be especially welcome. 

In addition to seeking proposals that address the themes of the 
conference, the section encourages all proposals that use states as a 
venue for testing general theories about intergovernmental relations, 
political institutions, elections, mass or elite attitudes, behaviors, 
and public policies. The study of state politics naturally overlaps 
with many sub-fields, including those who study sub-national units 
beyond the U.S. borders. We invite proposals for cross-listed panels.

DIVISION 30: URBAN POLITICS
Justin Phillips, Columbia University
Annette Steinacker, Loyola University, Chicago

Urban politics is particularly relevant to a conference organized 
around the theme of Representation and Renewal.  Cities have, for 
decades, confronted the difficulties posed by globalization and the 
movement of manufacturing jobs and middle class residents from 
urban centers. After some promising revitalization in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s with increased immigrant populations and economic 
growth in service and professional fields, central cities again are 
facing a time of fiscal and economic challenges.  The Great Reces-
sion has strained municipal finances and service provision, while 
many cities along the Gulf Coast continue to deal with the ravages 
of Hurricane Katrina.  State budget deficits are disrupting municipal 
finances and straining inter-governmental relationships.

Cities confront these and other challenges in the context of racial, 
religious, and economic diversity.  This diversity presents its own 
set of opportunities and challenges.  While diversity is often noted 
for aiding in the innovation necessary for economic renewal, it may 
also lead to greater tensions in the civic and political realms.  Immi-
grant entrepreneurs may revitalize city neighborhoods and provide 
needed small businesses, but create new challenges in political rep-
resentation.  Strategies to promote renewal and representation may 
co-exist uneasily in larger cities.  We invite papers that address these 
issues.  How have cities understood and responded to the need for 
renewal? Which groups and interests have been best represented 
when it comes to developing political and policy responses to the 
challenges of globalization and the economic downturn? What role 
have inter-governmental relations played in this process? Why have 
some governments crafted more successful responses than others?

In addition to papers addressing this year’s theme directly, we 
welcome those that focus on other central concerns in the study of 
urban politics.  This includes, but is certainly not limited to, munici-
pal institutional reform, urban economic inequality and its conse-
quences, local elections, immigration and minority politics, and the 
politics of land use.  This call for papers welcomes a diverse array 
of methodologies and papers in either an American or compara-
tive context.

DIVISION 31: WOMEN AND POLITICS SECTION
Lisa García Bedolla, University of California Berkeley
Mala Htun, New School

This year’s conference theme asks scholars to consider “the nor-
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mative ideals we attach to representation, the factors that impede 
the realization of those ideals in practice, and the potential for rep-
resentative relationships – whether preserved, reformed, or radically 
overhauled – to translate citizens’ collective aspirations into effective 
public initiatives,” with an eye toward renewing the relationship 
between citizens and representative institutions.

The women and politics section invites papers that explore these 
questions.  How does the category of gender enhance our understand-
ing of representation? What explains the measures taken by states 
to represent social groups constituted by gender and other axes of 
difference? How does the inclusion of women relate to the inclusion 
of other marginalized groups? Does their political presence help to 
address the many inequalities that exist within modern societies? 
How effectively do existing representative institutions respond to 
the concerns of women and other oppressed groups? Are there gen-
der differences in the behavior of elected representatives? How does 
gender equality relate to other goals of representative government 
such as accountability and decisiveness? 

We are especially interested in considering work that adopts an 
intersectional approach appreciating that categories of marginaliza-
tion and privilege are mutually constitutive rather than mutually 
exclusive. In addition, we welcome panel and paper proposals that 
consider other important questions related to gender and politics.

DIVISION 32:  RACE, ETHNICITY, AND POLITICS
Andra Gillespie, Emory University
Ricardo Ramirez, University of Notre Dame

With rapidly changing social, political, and economic landscapes 
across the globe, the Annual Meeting theme of “Representation and 
Renewal” could not be more timely, and especially fitting for scholars 
submitting papers to the Race, Ethnicity, and Politics section.  We 
invite papers that address the goals and limits of representation, as 
well as papers that address renewal and reform in representation 
models, approaches, and tools.  

This year’s theme brings to mind questions of what and whose 
issues, interests, and ideas are being represented, by whom, and how.  
What is the nature of the relationship between representatives and 
those they claim to represent?  Do political realities in the 21st cen-
tury require updating familiar representation theories and models 
developed in the last century or earlier, or replacing them entirely 
with new theories, concepts, or models?  How does representation 
reflect or resolve debates over belonging, legitimacy and owner-
ship in a polity?  How can political scientists measure, model, and 
account for intersectionality, complex political contexts, and chang-
ing or competing interests over time and space?  Do expectations 
or experiences of representation differ across groups in the United 
States in meaningful ways, why, and to what end?  What effects 
might technological or even environmental changes have on modes 
and mores of representation in the U.S. or around the world?  As we 
consider questions of “Renewal,” what are the limits of representa-
tion as a means to include previously marginalized groups, address 
long-standing grievances, solve problems, or make binding policy 
decisions?  What are the means of accountability, and what is the 
recourse when existing modes of representation fail?    How do gov-
ernments encourage the representation of some while discouraging 
or repressing the representation of others?  

While many of the section’s scholars focus on American politics, 
we also welcome and invite submissions from comparative perspec-
tives.  How do rules and institutions across countries affect the qual-
ity of representation?  Is the concept of what it means to represent 
or be represented widely shared and similarly understood across 
national boundaries?  How are domestic issues of representation 
impacted by changing international forces such as economic col-
lapse, natural disasters, or war?      

Our list of suggested topics is far from exhaustive.  In addition to 
what we have presented, we will happily consider papers and panels 
that fit the general goals and objectives of the section.  This is your 
conference, we look forward to your submissions!

DIVISION 33: RELIGION AND POLITICS

To Be Announced – Please check the online call for papers 
for updated information.

DIVISION 34: REPRESENTATION AND
 ELECTORAL SYSTEMS
To Be Announced – Please check the online call for papers 
for updated information.

DIVISION 35: POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PARTIES
David Karol, University of Maryland

The 2012 conference theme highlights core concerns of the POP 
Section. 

Scholars have long asked who it is parties and interest groups 
represent and how.  Many American scholars have held that parties 
empower voters and that party government is the chief alternative to 
the dominance of lobbies representing elites.  Yet in recent decades a 
seeming revival of parties has coincided with growing inequality and 
an explosion of corporate lobbying. Much discussion of the alleged 
ills of polarization has also been heard in the U.S. while divisions 
between traditional parties are said to be waning in other countries.

Questions of renewal are also relevant for students of parties 
and interest groups.  A resurgence of party organizations and par-
tisanship in American legislatures coexists with voter disaffection 
from party labels in the U.S.  Other democracies have seen a decline 
in party membership along with new efforts by parties to connect 
to voters, e.g. open primaries.  Interest groups and other political 
organizations have also changed.  Some stress the absence of grass-
roots organizations and the decline in union density, especially in 
the private sector, while others emphasize the role of social network-
ing technologies fueling participation in new movements on the left 
and right in both affluent democracies and developing countries. 

Students of parties and interest groups have too often conducted 
separate debates when in reality the phenomena they study are close-
ly intertwined, especially when the concept of party is understood 
broadly to encompass more than the formal structure. I encour-
age proposals exploring party-interest group connections and con-
flicts.  Finally, students of American political parties have long been 
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especially prominent in the POP Section, but we are emphatically 
open to both interest group scholars and to those focused on other 
political systems.

Papers and panel proposals are welcome.

DIVISION 36: ELECTIONS AND VOTING BEHAVIOR
Michele Claibourn, University of Virginia

Elections are a fundamental, if not always effective, mechanism 
of democratic representation. In line with this year’s conference 
theme, ``Representation and Renewal,’’ research on the condi-
tions that promote or inhibit representation in campaigns, elec-
tions and voting -- at the individual, the candidate, or the system 
level -- are especially welcome, as are proposals that address how 
elections and voting produce more or less equal representation 
by defining whose interests elites are seeking to represent and 
whose voices are invited to demand representation. As well, work 
that seeks to connect campaigns and elections to the behavior of 
elites within representative institutions is strongly encouraged.

In addition, I seek proposals that examine traditional questions 
of campaign strategy, campaign effects on voter decision-making, 
individual and contextual determinants of electoral behavior, and 
the impact of reforms, policy changes or court cases on campaigns 
and elections. I welcome scholarship that considers voting and elec-
tions comparatively and within the important but often overlooked 
state and local arenas. Finally, proposals that advance new theoreti-
cal approaches or that innovate methodologically are encouraged.

DIVISION 37: PUBLIC OPINION
Deborah Schildkraut, Tufts University

Models of representation have long motivated research on public 
opinion. From Edmund Burke’s trustee/delegate juxtaposition, to 
the Founders’ concerns about the capacities of ordinary citizens, to 
Hannah Pitkin’s formulation of descriptive representation, to Rob-
ert Dahl’s studies of pluralism, concerns about the linkages between 
public opinion and the decisions of elected and appointed officials 
that derive from these models are at the heart of public opinion 
scholarship. The theme of this year’s conference, “Representation 
and Renewal,” thus presents an opportunity to highlight the central 
role that normative and empirical concerns about representation 
play in our research. I therefore encourage proposals that focus on 
this theme by investigating questions related to the models of repre-
sentation noted above. I also welcome proposals that address related 
topics, such as: the causes and consequences of attitude polariza-
tion; questions of public opinion related to redistricting; how the 
Tea Party movement is affecting representation; the role of interest 
groups in shaping public opinion; and assessments of the degree 
and quality of representation afforded to different groups in society. 

In addition to papers that explicitly address this year’s theme, I 
also welcome proposals that address other central and enduring ques-
tions related to public opinion: including how factors such as elites, 
framing, context, the media, and identities shape public opinion; 
the dynamics of how the public responds to particular events (ex: 
the killing of Osama bin Laden, the nuclear catastrophe in Japan, 
scandals); and the causes and consequences of political knowledge. 
I also welcome proposals that center on methodological concerns 
involving data collection and measurement. 

The annual conference also provides a great opportunity to reflect 
on milestones in our discipline. I welcome panel proposals that cen-
ter on the celebration and continuing impact of important studies 
in our field. Finally, I hope that both junior and senior scholars will 
propose to serve as panel chairs and discussants.  

DIVISION 38: POLITICAL COMMUNICATION
Regina G. Lawrence, Louisiana State University

This year, as usual, the Political Communication Division wel-
comes proposals for papers, as well as entire panels or roundtables. 
Proposals in all traditional research areas of Political Communi-
cation and across all methodological and theoretical approaches 
are welcome. All proposals should be specific about the methods 
employed and the academic contribution of the work.  While all 
high quality proposals will be considered, paper or panel proposals 
relating to the conference theme of “Representation and Renewal” 
will be particularly welcome.

DIVISION 39: SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND
 ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS
Manny Teodoro, Colgate University

Perhaps nowhere else on Earth are the politics of science, tech-
nology, and the environment as palpable as they are in New Orleans 
and the Gulf coast region.  Hurricane Katrina, the Deepwater Hori-
zon spill, and 2011 Mississippi River floods illustrate powerfully the 
political relationships between humans, technology, and the envi-
ronment.  Halfway around the world, the 2011 Japanese tsunami and 
resulting Fukushima nuclear disaster have citizens, scientists, and 
politicians re-evaluating environmental and technological policies.

At some level, the causes and effects of these events are products 
of local, national, and international politics. How do political insti-
tutions shape the decisions that prevent, cause, mitigate, or exac-
erbate environmental problems?  How do citizens, interest groups, 
and political leaders affect environmental policies? The meeting’s 
theme of renewal takes on a unique meaning for this division because 
it connotes renewable. How do political systems foster or frustrate 
renewable technologies? How do the politics of scientific research 
affect the diffusion of these innovations?

The section seeks theoretically and methodologically rigorous 
proposals that address the conference themes and contribute to our 
knowledge of science, technology, and environmental politics gen-
erally.  Proposals that integrate across these fields, and that engage 
scholars from other sections are also strongly encouraged. Particularly 
welcome are proposals that take up the politics of recent focusing 
events like the Deepwater Horizon and Fukushima nuclear disasters.

DIVISION 40: INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND
 POLITICS
Laura Roselle, Elon University

“Representation and Renewal,” the general theme of the 2012 
annual meeting, provides scholars of information technology (IT) 
and politics an opportunity to explore the intersection of techno-
logical changes and political action. In the U.S. context, for example, 
to what degree has the Internet changed how legislatures function? 
How do candidates, interest groups, and citizens use information 
technologies, and with what effect?  In the international context, 
what role has technology played in the uprisings in the Middle East? 
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How, if at all, has Wikileaks changed international relations? What 
factors affect global governance of information technologies? How 
do information technologies affect learning about politics? Finally, 
how are new ITs, including social media, being incorporated into 
teaching and learning, and in research.

In addition to proposals that draw upon the conference theme, 
we welcome research that explores emerging topics in the field. 
Proposals offering innovative panel formats, beyond the traditional 
five-papers-and-a-discussant are encouraged.

DIVISION 41: POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND FILM
Carol McNamara, Utah State University

The Politics, Literature, and Film Section welcomes paper and 
panel proposals for the 2012 annual meeting in New Orleans, August 
30 – September 2.  The theme of the 2012 conference will be “Repre-
sentation and Renewal.”  When King Arthur dies at the conclusion 
of Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, the 
Yankee, Hank Morgan, seizes the opportunity to dissolve the insti-
tutions of the monarchy and the aristocratic class system to estab-
lish a republic.  He calls upon “the British people to meet together 
immediately, and by their votes elect representatives and deliver into 
their hands the government.” Hank offers the oppressed people of 
Medieval England the opportunity for political and social renew-
al through the establishment of a government based upon their 
equal and free consent.  Both the support and the resistance that 
Hank’s proclamation receives are reflective of the political events 
of our times. Representative institutions are at the core of liberal 
democratic government in the West and the demand for represen-
tation and renewal are at the heart of the demands of democratic 
movements across the globe.  The APSA call for papers asks us to 
examine the nature of representation from every angle: its costs and 
benefits; when it is legitimate or illegitimate, just or unjust; what 
makes representation effective or ineffective.  

We encourage contributions that reflect the unique approach 
that literature and film afford to explore the 2012 APSA theme of 
“Representation and Renewal,” as well as panels and papers that 
address the great questions of justice and human happiness at the 
heart of the study of politics in literature and film, both in the pres-
ent and the past, in the United States and across the world.  The 
deadline for proposals is December 15, 2011. 

DIVISION 42: NEW POLITICAL SCIENCE
Daniel O’Connor, California State University, Long Beach

“Representation and Renewal,” the 2012 APSA conference themes, 
are complex but critical issues that are of central concern to the New 
Political Science Section, founded with a commitment to progressive 
politics.  As always, the section is interested in research that links 
theory and practice, advances social justice, and empowers scholars 
who seek to enrich both communities and classroom experiences. 

The section invites papers and panels that:
Explore social movements seeking to create, expand, con-
test or defend democracy domestically, comparatively and 
internationally.
Analyze the implications of democratic movements and 
claims for representation taking place throughout the world.  
How are these movements succeeding and/or failing in 
their attempts to remove social, economic and political 

inequalities?
Critically assess the efforts at renewal in New Orleans fol-
lowing the devastating impact of Hurricane Katrina.  What 
has happened in policy areas such as education, healthcare, 
infrastructural development, the environment, etc.?  How 
do the lenses of race, ethnicity, class, age, sexual orientation, 
and gender inform us about the recent attempts at renewal 
in this important American city?
Investigate how representation is defined and framed by 
various groups (i.e. racial, sexual orientation, gender, eth-
nicity, age, environmental, etc.) in their battle for achiev-
ing their goals.
Deepen the theoretical and philosophic discussion about 
democracy, representation, justice and equality.

The themes outlined above are only suggestions. The Section 
welcomes all proposals that address the topic and advance the dis-
course on representation and renewal.  Although they will receive 
lower priority, other themes will be considered as well. We encourage 
perspectives that challenge disciplinary and academic boundaries. 
The section seeks individual paper proposals, full panels or round 
table discussions from scholars at different stages of their careers, 
including graduate students and our junior colleagues, along with 
activists and practitioners.  If appropriate, please indicate any another 
suitable APSA division(s) when you submit your proposal so as to 
maximize your chances for acceptance.

DIVISION 43: INTERNATIONAL HISTORY AND POLITICS
SECTION
Audie Klotz, Syracuse University

An international dimension figures prominently in the conference 
theme statement on “Representation and Renewal,” which includes 
multi-level governance and transnational influences. Questions sur-
rounding contemporary challenges to democracy, equality, ecology, 
or diversity also call for deeper historical perspectives. Any norma-
tive bid for renewal necessarily requires a benchmark from which 
to remedy alleged shortcomings or to reclaim earlier successes. And 
the apparent recent rise in claims to representation from minority 
groups, indigenous people, or rights activists would benefit from 
analyses that reach back beyond the past fifty-or-so years. Therefore, 
the IHAP section particularly welcomes panels and papers at the 
intersection of representation and global historical change. Topics 
might include environmental issues, transnational urbanization, 
comparative immigrant incorporation, race and gender in interna-
tional institutions, or collective economic security. As always, the 
section also welcomes traditional topics related to diplomatic or 
intellectual history and inter-state conflict or security cooperation, 
especially when new archival sources, methodological concerns, or 
conceptual tools are brought to bear.

DIVISION 44: COMPARATIVE DEMOCRATIZATION
Kurt Weyland, University of Texas at Austin

APSA’s Comparative Democratization section invites panel and 
paper proposals focusing on any aspect of democratization, in par-
ticular, and of political regime type and regime change, in general. 
Research based on a broad variety of theoretical, conceptual, and 
methodological approaches is welcome. The section is especially 
interested in well-integrated panels that examine an important 
substantive or theoretical question from a variety of perspectives 
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or that apply distinct theoretical or methodological approaches.
Topics that may be of special interest include the diffusion of 

democratization, as exemplified by the recent wave of contention 
in the Arab world: What mechanisms drive these demonstration 
and contagion effects, and what domestic and international factors 
shape their outcomes? What are the prospects for democracy in 
countries affected by this and earlier diffusion processes? Inversely, 
what variables account for the differential resilience of authoritar-
ian regimes? Can recent advances in the conceptual and theoretical 
analysis of authoritarian rule (“competitive authoritarianism,” etc.) 
answer this question or do they need revision?

Besides these questions related to the broad theme of democratic 
transition, the issue of democratic quality also is of great importance. 
Proposals to deal with the difficult issues of measurement, empiri-
cal analysis, and causal explanation may be of special interest. Last 
but not least, the impact of democratization on policy outputs and 
outcomes has attracted a good deal of scholarly attention. To what 
extent, for instance, does political regime change prompt equity-
enhancing reform and thus help alleviate the dire social problems 
plaguing many countries? These questions exemplify the kinds of 
issues and topics that panel and paper proposals for APSA’s Com-
parative Democratization section could address.

DIVISION 45: HUMAN RIGHTS
Christian Davenport, University of Notre Dame

The Human Rights section welcomes proposals for panels, papers, 
and roundtables that directly attempt to contribute to the end of 
political violence - the ultimate human right. Given this interest, we 
are especially interested in proposals concerning the circumstances/
processes involved with terminating disappearances, torture, impris-
onment, famines and mass killing. This includes those efforts that 
are pre-emptive, those which reduce severity while relevant activities 
are underway as well as those put in place when overt manifesta-
tions of violence have ended - both international and domestic in 
orientation. We are open to scholarship that is theoretical, histori-
cal, experimental and broadly empirical. 

DIVISION 46: QUALITATIVE METHODS
David Waldner, University of Virginia 

The study of representation has provoked methodological reac-
tions from a distinguished list of political scientists. Classic works 
such as Hanna Pitkin’s The Concept of Representation, Christopher 
Achen’s “Measuring Representation: Perils of the Correlation Coef-
ficient,” and William Riker’s “The Two-Party System and Duverger’s 
Law: An Essay on the History of Political Science,” have taught us how 
to approach concept formation, measurement, causal inference, and 
scientific progress while simultaneously illuminating the structure 
and processes by which power is used by some to act, legitimately 
or illegitimately, in the name of others. The Organized Section on 
Qualitative and Multi-Method Research encourages papers that 
will spark renewed interest in the methodologically astute study 
of representation, as well as papers that represent best practices in 
qualitative methods and in the integration of qualitative with quan-
titative, experimental, and formal methods. The section embrac-
es the widest possible interpretation of qualitative methods, from 
descriptive case studies to cross-sectional and longitudinal forms 
of causal inference, from the interpretation of social and political 
discourses, practices and texts to the _ne-grained compilation of 

evidence through archival research and interviews. Regardless of 
approach, the section emphasizes transparency, replicability, and 
validity, and welcomes all efforts to advance these goals. Central to 
the growth of knowledge is criticism, and we particularly welcome 
work that critically interrogates existing work in qualitative meth-
ods while suggesting new investigative techniques.

DIVISION 47: SEXUALITY AND POLITICS
Tony Smith, University of California Irvine

We invite proposals for panels, partial panels, and individual 
papers on topics that broadly relate to, encompass, or are informed 
by considerations of Sexuality & Politics. We are particularly inter-
ested in proposals that speak to the theme of the Annual Meeting, 
“Representation and Renewal.” We expect the panels to advance 
various lines of inquiry and research across a wide range of concerns 
and interests with the central connecting theme of sexuality and 
politics. We are open to proposals from those studying sexuality 
and politics in either a comparative or domestic context as well as 
from an international perspective. We particularly welcome propos-
als that intersect sexuality and politics with the broader discipline’s 
interests in representation. We expect that some panels might be 
devoted to an examination of the distinctive character of political 
movements and organizations - on both the left and the right – that 
engage on issues of sexuality; how representation is shaped by or 
is responsive to constituents as a result of gender or identity; and 
the development of political representation through the larger soci-
etal lens of sexuality. Of course, we are open to and enthusiastically 
encourage a wide range of original, provocative, and thoughtful 
proposals beyond these specific areas. Panels comprised of coher-
ently thematic papers that foster a conversation across multiple 
disciplinary traditions and/or among scholars of varying rank are 
particularly welcome. 

DIVISION 48: HEALTH POLITICS AND POLICY
Deborah Stone, Dartmouth College

APSA’s annual calls for papers are not usually high on my reading 
list, but I encourage everyone to read this year’s thought-provoking 
call on the theme of “Representation and Renewal.” In keeping with 
the overall theme and the New Orleans location, I particularly wel-
come proposals that might fit some of the following topics: 

Health Activism and Advocacy: Speaking for the Silent
Citizen Participation and/or Patient and Family Rights in 
Health Care
Illness, Disability and Inclusion (e.g., voting rights for the 
mentally disabled; health status and immigration law; rep-
resentation of the ill and disabled in clinical research design 
and trials)
Representation of GLBT Interests in Health Care, Caregiv-
ing and Family Keeping
Representation of Health Policy Interests in Comparative 
Perspective
Representation of Indigenous Interests in Development 
Aid Programs
The Future of Solidarity
Representations of Health Care, Illness and Health Systems 
in Literature and Film
Health Policy and Practice in Disasters
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Biosecurity—surveillance and other biotechnologies for 
public health, national security, and crisis management 

And our perennial favorite: Whither the Affordable Care Act?
Knowing that people will and should submit proposals based 

on their current research rather than any canned list of topics, I 
encourage you to state how your research topic fits into one or two 
classic themes or puzzles of political science, if not representation.

I’ll consider pre-formed panels as well as individual proposals, 
with three provisos. First, as you form your panel proposal, think 
about how it might be appropriate for co-sponsorship with another 
division. Second, whether or not your panel might be co-sponsored, 
it would help if you leave me some flexibility, i.e. open spots to fill 
from individual paper proposals and willing discussants. Third, 
please don’t suggest a gang of fellow travelers who routinely appear 
on panels together; rather, look for a new and unusual grouping that 
will set off intellectual sparks.  

We will have some poster session slots, and I’m looking into 
busting the genre with short videos (not PowerPoint) instead of 
posters. Let me know if you have an idea.

DIVISION 49: CANADIAN POLITICS
Kathryn Harrison, University of British Columbia

Questions of representation have been central to Canadian poli-
tics since Confederation, which struck a particular balance among 
regional, linguistic, and religious identities.  Increasingly, that bal-
ance has been challenged by First Nations, who were excluded from 
the original constitutional bargain, and by other members of the 
Canadian political community who seek representation based on 
identities such as class and gender that are not geographically-delin-
eated.  The emergence of new social movements and the increasing 
diversity of Canadian society have contributed to these challeng-
es, as have institutional reforms, most notably introduction of the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  In turn Canadians have called for 
other forms of institutional change, including Senate and electoral 
reform. And voters took advantage of the existing electoral system 
to deliver dramatic changes in partisan representation in the 2011 
federal election.

The Canadian Politics section welcomes theoretically grounded 
and methodologically rigourous proposals that address the confer-
ence theme of “Representation and Renewal” and other questions 
of Canadian politics.  Proposals are encouraged from all subfields 
of political science, as are proposals that engage scholars in other 
APSA sections.

DIVISION 50: POLITICAL NETWORKS
Ramiro Berardo, University of Arizona

In line with the 2012 APSA conference theme, the Political Net-
works section welcomes paper proposals that address “Representa-
tion and Renewal” topics from a relational perspective. The reach of 
this call, however, is not limited exclusively to that theme. Research 
on many topics of interest for political scientists (and other social

scientists) has been invigorated in the last years in part due to the 
growing application of theoretical and methodological approaches 
that explicitly assume the interdependence between units of analy-
sis; this call continues the efforts of our section to encourage the 
expansion of this trend in our discipline.

Thus, we solicit papers that apply network ideas in the study of 
International Relations, Public Policy and Administration, Com-
parative Politics, Political Theory, Political Methodology, American 
Politics, or any other subfield of the discipline. Papers that cross 
disciplinary boundaries and engage topics at the intersection of 
political science and other social sciences will also be considered.

DIVISION 51: EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH
To Be Announced: Please check the online call for papers 
for updated information.

Related Group Calls 
for Proposals

Please see the 2012 Annual Meeting website for call for proposals 
information for related groups. ■
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Please adhere to the following guidelines and submission 
rules as established by the APSA Council and Committee on 
the Annual Meeting. Electronic submissions will be accept-

ed beginning September 15 at www.apsanet.org/2012. Deadline for 
submissions is December 15, 2011.

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION PROCEDURE
APSA accepts chair, discussant, paper, and organized panel pro-

posals. You will be required to provide the following information:
Chair/Discussant Proposals: Statement of interest, CV, Ph.D. 

information, and first and second division choice.
Paper Proposals: Paper title, abstract of no more than 500 words, 

Co-author information, Ph.D. information, and first and second 
division choice.

Organized Panel Proposals: Panel title, panel abstract, presenter 
information including paper titles and abstracts, chair and discus-
sant information, and first and second division choice.

To use the online submission system, all you need is a valid email 
address and internet connectivity. In order to submit your proposal, 
log into your MyAPSA account and click the Call for Papers link in 
the Annual Meeting section. If you do not have a MyAPSA account, 
you may create one for free at wwwapsanet.org. 

SUBMISSION RULES
The following submission rules were established by the APSA 

Committee on the Annual Meeting: 

proposals. Additional proposals from the same author or organizer 
will not be accepted. 

2011. 
Confirmation of Proposal Submission
All electronic proposal submissions will receive a unique ID 

number and email confirmation. Please save confirmation email 
and ID number for future reference. Contact APSA at meeting@
apsanet.org if you do not receive an email confirmation of your sub-
mission within 24 hours. You can view, edit, or delete submissions 
until the call for papers deadline through your MyAPSA account 
at www.apsanet.org.

ACCEPTANCE NOTIFICATION
In March 2012, you will receive an acceptance or rejection email 

from the division chair for each proposal you submitted. If accepted 
for a panel or poster presentation, the email will indicate the divi-
sion for which you are accepted. If your proposal is not immediately 
accepted for a panel or poster, you may be contacted at a later date to 
present if spaces become available on the program. You will receive 
additional detailed information regarding your panel or poster ses-
sion from the division or panel chair.

ANNUAL MEETING PARTICIPATION RULES
When submitting panel and individual paper proposals, please 

follow the following five participation rules which were developed 
and maintained by the APSA Council.

Rule 1: Participation Limitation
Participation in the Annual Meeting is limited to two (2) appear-

ances on sessions organized by the APSA Program Committee, Orga-
nized Sections, and Related Groups. An appearance may take the 
form of paper or roundtable presenter, discussant, or chair. Appear-
ances in workshops, poster sessions, evening sessions, and panels 
sponsored or co-sponsored by the Annual Meeting program chair(s) 
do not count against the participation limit.

If a person is appearing during a panel session as a paper giver, 
roundtable presenter, or discussant, serving as chair of the same 
session does not count as an additional appearance. A person may 
appear on the program only once as the sole author of a paper unless 
one of his/her single-authored papers is on a panel organized by 
Division 9: Teaching and Learning in Political Science or Division 
10: Political Science Education.

Rule 2: Preregistration
The APSA Council requires all program participants to prereg-

ister by June 1, 2012. Participants who do not preregister by June 1 
will not be listed in the Preliminary Program. Participants added 
to the program after June 1 should pre-register within 10 days of 
their notification.

Rule 3: Exempt Participants
Prospective participants may request of a division chair or panel 

organizer an exemption from the preregistration requirement if 
they are: 

a) not a political scientist; 
b) appearing on only one panel; and 
c) not an exempt participant in 2011. 
An exempt participant receives a badge for admission to all Annual 

Meeting activities but will not receive an Annual Meeting Program 
or the reduced hotel rate.

Rule 4: Paper Delivery
As a paper presenter, you have two important obligations: 
a) to ensure that the members of your panel, especially discus-

sants, receive your paper in time to read it carefully prior to the 
meeting; and 

b) to submit your paper to PROceedings, APSA’s online collec-
tion of Annual Meeting papers. NOTE: Your paper should not be 
considered published because it is posted online.

Rule 5: Panel Schedule
Panels are scheduled in fourteen (14) time slots beginning at 

8:00 a.m. on Thursday and concluding at 12:00 noon on Sunday. 
Participants are expected to be available for any of the fourteen time 
slots. If your schedule is limited by a teaching or travel constraint, 
inform the division chair or panel organizer upon your acceptance 
as a participant, or by March 26, 2012.

Please note that due to the large number of panelists on the 
meeting program, scheduling requests are not guaranteed . ■

2012 Annual Meeting Guidelines and Submission Process
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American Force
Dangers, Delusions,  
and Dilemmas in National Security

Richard K. Betts
“Betts offers fresh thinking about where America stands 
in the world in the early 21st century, and how this nation 
can move forward most sensibly in the defense of its ter-
ritory and global interests. In short, this is an outstanding 
effort. There is no other book quite like this one.” — Loch 
K. Johnson, The University of Georgia
A COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS BOOK

Asia’s Space Race
National Motivations, Regional Rivalries,  
and International Risks

James Clay Moltz
“In this exceptional book, Clay Moltz provides the best 
read available to describe and explain the remarkably 
dynamic, increasingly crowded, and troublingly competitive 
field of Asian civil, commericial, and military space activity, 
and presents a range of well-reasoned policy prescriptions 
for a stronger and more effective regime for space security 
among Asian powers and their neighbors, especially the 
United States.”  
— Dr. Bates Gill, Director, Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute

New Battlefields/Old Laws
Critical Debates on Asymmetric Warfare 

Edited by William C. Banks
“[The book] makes a huge contribution to literature 
regarding the so-called ‘war on terror.’”  
— Wayne McCormack, author of Understanding the Law of 
Terrorism

Inglorious Disarray
Europe, Israel, and the Palestinians Since 1967 

Rory Miller
“The title says it all. This is a sad tale, fully researched and 
well told, of Europe’s inability to affect a conflict in which it 
has a high stake and considerable potential influence.”  
— Professor Sir Lawrence Freedman, author of A Choice 
of Enemies: America Confronts the Middle East
COLUMBIA/HURST

Subhas Chandra Bose  
In Nazi Germany
Politics, Intelligence, and Propaganda 1941-43

Romain Hayes
“Egotistical, autocratic, hubristic, Subhas Chandra Bose 
was an ambivalent yet also widely admired figure; a tragic 
hero who stood on the wrong side of history. This book is 
a nuanced elucidation of a complex national leader both 
impressive and infuriating.”  
— Nicholas O’Shaughnessy, University of London, author 
of Politics and Propaganda: Weapons of Mass Seduction
COLUMBIA/HURST

The Will to Survive
A History of Hungary

Bryan Cartledge
The epic story of a people outlasting tremendous hardship 
and political upheaval.
COLUMBIA/HURST

columbia university press
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EUROPEAN
POLITICAL SCIENCE 
REVIEW

Editors:
Donatella Della Porta, European University Institute
B. Guy Peters, University of Pittsburgh, USA

European Political Science Review (EPSR) 
offers an indispensable and stimulating source 
of new scholarship in all areas of political 
science. The journal aims to meet the needs 
of all who wish to maintain a broad awareness 
of important new work in the discipline.

EPSR is wide-ranging, broad-minded and 
embraces all the key themes and approaches 
of the discipline and it is not restricted to any 
particular methodology or regional focus. 

EPSR encourages scholarship that reaches across fi elds of substantive 
interest and methodological commitments and as such, it refl ects the full 
richness and diversity of the discipline and at the same time seeks creatively 
to reach beyond its borders.

journals.cambridge.org/epr

FREE email alerts
Keep up-to-date with new material - sign up at
http://journals.cambridge.org/alerts

Published for the European Consortium for Political Research
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