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Walter de Gruyter

Berlin-New York

New Publication

International Law

The Essential Treaties

and Other Relevant Documents

Edited by

Ingo von Miinch and Andreas Buske

1985. 23 x 15,5 cm. XX, 702 pages. Cloth. DM 178,—

The book contains a collection of the most important treaties in inter-
national law with an introduction by the editors.

Avariety of factors suggests that public international law is constantly gain-
ing in importance. The prime cause is that the number of subjects of
international law is considerably higher than previously. For example,
the number of states — the most important subjects of international law
- quadrupled within the past seventy years. In 1913, the record listed 43
states. In 1939, the League of Nations listed 63 member states while
Brazil, Germany and Italy had left the League and the Soviet Union had
been excluded. In December 1984, the United Nations Organization had
159 member states.

The process of decolonization has not yet finished. As a result, it is quite
possible that, eventually, the world will have a total of more than 200
states. The increasing number of states causes both the number of
parties to multilateral treaties and the number of bilateral treaties to
multiply.

Three forms of law — public international law, constitutional law or a law
sui generis — may govern the relations of a federal state with its member
states and the relations of member states among each other. Public
international law does not prescribe a specific form. Apart from a general
rule, afederal state is free to determine the nature of these relations. Thus,
a federal constitution may grant permission to the member states to
conclude treaties with foreign states. Such treaties will be treaties of
public international law provided that (1) the foreign state recognizes the
“member state” as a subject of international law for the purposes of the
treaty; and (2) the treaty concerns state acts.

Contents (Main Chapters):

General International Law. — Diplomatic and Consular Law. — Law of the
Sea. - Air and Space Law. - International Legal Protection of Human
Rights. — International Environmental Law. — International Law of Peace
Security.
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