
present in Vermigli’s work reflect the human condition. This complex theological study
is aimed at Reformation scholars, and it is an important contribution to the place of
metaphysics in the Reformation.

Jill R. Fehleison, Quinnipiac University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.515

Sensing the Sacred in Medieval and Early Modern Culture. Robin Macdonald,
Emilie K. M. Murphy, and Elizabeth L. Swann, eds.
Abingdon: Routledge, 2018. xiv + 256 pp. $160.

Ten years have passed since the conference at the University of York that gave rise to this
edited collection, yet many of the contributions feel quite fresh. Readers enticed by
the collection’s theme of “sensing the sacred” will be gratified especially by the
contributions by Joe Moshenska and Elizabeth L. Swann. Moshenska’s essay assesses
the role of sensory experience in the autobiographical writings of Sir Kenelm Digby
(1603–65), who renounced and then rejoined his natal Roman Catholicism in the
space of five years. In Digby’s writings, Moshenska identifies an “unstable dual impulse
towards dismissing and retaining of the senses,” whereby sensory experience is
denigrated to some degree for its unreliability yet “remains necessary precisely so that
it can be confounded”—that is, by miracles or by the bread and wine that conceal
the real presence of Christ (86–87). Moshenska’s claims about the “fundamental
importance” of this dual impulse, and about the “overcoming” of the senses as “the
basis of Roman Catholic piety” in the early modern period (87), could be used by
other scholars to investigate other primary sources. Moshenska also adds a unique
experience to the early modern sensorium: according to Digby, servants in Spain
were wont to spew perfumed waters from their mouths, as what Moshenska calls “a
sort of primitive air-freshener” (91).

Swann’s essay on God’s nostrils, another marvel in the essay collection, reverses
the typical examination of how early modern Christians utilized or deprived the
senses when accessing the divine and queries instead how God was understood to
apprehend human beings. Of particular interest are God’s “lower senses”: “If God
can see and hear humankind, might he also be able to smell, touch, and taste us?”
(221). Swann’s fascinating sources explore how Christ’s atoning death “entailed a
wholesale transformation of the notion of sacrifice, and a corresponding shift in
divine olfaction” (225). These sources argue for or against the atoning nature of
Christ’s death on the basis of whether expiatory sacrifices—which included blood,
not fragrant fat and organs—were ever sweet-smelling, as Christ’s death was said
to be (225–26). These and other examples evince “a strong emphasis on God’s sen-
sitivity” to smell, taste, and touch (229), and underscore the importance of being
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richly and pleasurably sensed by God. Swann’s last line also may elicit from readers a
pleasant snort.

I highlight these two essays as most thoroughly related to the collection’s theme
and relatable to other primary source bases. However, all of the essays contain novel
discoveries and analyses, and they collectively challenge simplistic accounts of medieval
Christianity and Roman Catholicism appealing to the senses and Protestant
Christianity disavowing or purely spiritualizing them, as well as accounts of the
senses as primarily receptive and passive. Richard Newhauser’s demonstration of “the
importance to moral theologians of the moderation of sensory experience, not its ascetic
denial” (40) effectively debunks stereotypes of medieval religious culture and also
reviews important background information on the “paradigm of five external senses”
(45). Abigail Shinn’s close reading of seventeenth-century English conversion narratives
discovers in the senses a “cross-confessional trope” (100) and a challenge to “the typical
framing of Catholicism as the religion of the eye and Protestantism as the religion of the
ear” (105). Erin Lambert’s study of the “sound of psalm-singing” in churches for Dutch
exiles, and Robin Macdonald’s study of birch-bark letters, are among the essays more
tendentiously connected to the theme, yet quite illuminating in their own right.

Despite the title’s balanced reference to “medieval and early modern culture” and its
self-description as “trac[ing] transformations in attitudes to, ideas about, and experiences
of the senses from eleventh-century debates about the real presence in continental Europe
to late seventeenth-century missionaries proselytising in North America” (2), more than
half of the contributions focus more precisely on early modern England or the English
in exile. However, insofar as the sources incorporated by the book’s various essays
“include drama, poetry, and imaginative prose, as well as religious polemic and homily,
psychological, medical, and didactic texts, personal and public epistles, and music” (5),
the book’s appeal should extend to an interdisciplinary range of scholars.

Lora Walsh, University of Arkansas
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.522

Stripping the Veil: Convent Reform, Protestant Nuns, and Female Devotional Life
in Sixteenth-Century Germany. Marjorie Elizabeth Plummer.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022. xxii + 349 + b/w pls. $100.

In the protocol from a 1534 visitation of the convent in Cronschwitz, rather than
providing transcripts of responses given by the nuns, visitors opted simply to list
whether the nuns wore their habits to the interview or not. A nun’s choice to retain her
traditional garb or to strip the veil in favor of secular clothing had come to be read as an
indication of her general receptiveness to the reform movement. Yet, as Plummer
convincingly argues in her close study of female monasticism in sixteenth-century

REVIEWS 307

https://doi.org/10.1017/rqx.2023.522 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/rqx.2023.522


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


