
INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC ADMINISTRATIONS  
IN ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE

Combining theoretical and empirical approaches, this book examines the role that inter-

national public administrations play in global environmental politics in the Anthropocene. 

With chapters written by leading experts in the field, the book offers fresh insight into how 

international bureaucracies shape global policies in the complex areas of climate change, 

biodiversity, and development policy. International public administrations are recognized 

as partially autonomous actors with their own interests and motivations, assuming the roles 

of managers, orchestrators, brokers, or attention-seekers. This comprehensive resource 

provides scholars and practitioners with valuable insight into environmental policymaking 

and how international public administrations might be transformed to better address the 

multiple, fundamental challenges of our century. This is one of a series of publications 

associated with the Earth System Governance Project. For more publications, see www 

.cambridge.org/earth-system-governance. This title is also available as Open Access on 

Cambridge Core.
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The Earth System Governance Project was established in 2009 as a core project of the 
International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change. Since 
then, the Project has evolved into the largest social science research network in the area 
of sustainability and governance. The Earth System Governance Project explores political 
solutions and novel, more effective governance mechanisms to cope with the current 
transitions in the socio-ecological systems of our planet. The normative context of this 
research is sustainable development; earth system governance is not only a question of 
institutional effectiveness, but also of political legitimacy and social justice.

The Earth System Governance series with Cambridge University Press publishes  
the main research findings and synthesis volumes from the Project’s first ten years  
of operation.
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