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Cover photograph: The Great Bustard Otis tarda (Vulnerable) has suffered rapid population reductions across most 
of its range owing to hunting and the loss, degradation and fragmentation of its habitat. Changes in land use across 
much of central  and eastern Europe have had a significant impact on this species's population and the extent of its 
remaining habitat, such that it is likely to continue declining at a rapid rate. In this issue Rainer Raab et al. show 
how to optimise the attractiveness of winter oilseed rape fields as foraging habitat for the West Pannonian population 
of Great Bustard.  Image credit: Franz Kovacs.
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