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is unique and many will find very useful. I intend to
use this book in courses that I teach in this manner
and would recommend it for anyone interested in the
history of this part of the circumpolar north or of Canada.
(Robert P. Wishart, Department of Anthropology, School
of Social Sciences, Edward Wright Building, University
of Aberdeen, Aberdeen AB24 3QY.)
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This comprehensive book, the sixth by the author, is very
timely for the several 50th anniversaries it commemorates.
As well as its principal subject the combination of
the International Geophysical Year (IGY), foundation
of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research, and
negotiation of the Antarctic Treaty are all relevant. New
Zealand was a major contributor to all these international
events. The author has written several books and many
papers on this subject that he knows both from practical
and theoretical aspects.

The book starts with a general introduction to the
interest of New Zealand in the Ross Sea region, which
was designated the Ross Dependency in 1923. Indeed
it was the foundation of the New Zealand Antarctic
Society in 1933 that began a slow, but continuous,
effort to strengthen the interest of the government (and
subsequently in the conservation of the historic huts). The
early part of the book concisely summarises activities
in that region and includes brief mentions of New
Zealand activities elsewhere in the Antarctic, notably with
the Australasian Antarctic Expedition, 1911–1914, and
the British, Australian New Zealand Antarctic Research
Expeditions of 1929–1930 and 1930–1931.

A combination of two expeditions was responsible
for the beginning of continuous New Zealand operations:
the support party of the Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic
Expedition and the Royal Society International Geophys-
ical Year Expedition. Trevor Hatherton reconnoitred a
site for a station during the 1955–1956 summer and both
expeditions established a combined station, ‘Scott Base’,
in the next summer. These were led by Sir Edmund Hillary
and Trevor Hatherton respectively. After winter the Trans-
Antarctic party pioneered a route which, eventually,
reached the South Pole and was then used by the crossing
party (led by Dr Vivian Fuchs). The Royal Society party
was involved in the IGY programmes. Construction of the
station, which became ‘Scott Base’, began on 9 January
1957. On 20 January Harold Ruegg, Administrator of
the Ross Dependency, presided over the raising of the
New Zealand flag on a flagpole formerly used at Captain
Scott’s hut at Hut Point. During the 1957 winter 18
Trans-Antarctic and five Royal Society men wintered.
On 31 January a combined New Zealand and United

States station was established at Cape Hallett for IGY
research and as a weather station for flights from New
Zealand to Ross Island (the Campbell Island station and
a picket ship also provided data). The winter complement
included three New Zealanders. Thus was the beginning
of continuous New Zealand Antarctic activities.

David Harrowfield’s book consequently has much to
cover and this is done in a series of thematic chapters.
Research from ‘Scott Base’ included the usual met-
eorological and geophysical observations with regional
geology and glaciology. In addition, it had a New
Zealand speciality; volcanology. Throughout its history
new buildings were constructed and old ones demolished.
The first building is, fortuitously, preserved (and is
now closer to the ‘heroic age’ than to the present).
Administrative arrangements responded to changes and
the quotation from the prime minister in 1973 epitomises
the modern circumstances: ‘[t]he needs today are much
greater than when Scott Base was first occupied.’ Thus
the administrative history, and extension of ‘Scott Base’,
are described in a separate chapter.

Farther afield investigation of the several dry valleys
began in 1958 after which a base was established near
Lake Vanda that, with the exception of three winters,
was a summer station until rising water necessitated its
removal. Other summer stations for particular purposes
were established, notable amongst these was Cape Bird,
eponymous for penguin and skua studies. ‘Deep Field’
expeditions penetrated the more distant parts of the Ross
Dependency and a proportion were combined operations
with United States scientists. International aspects have, in
all programmes, been significant with long-term Japanese
research being notable.

Mountaineering has always been a strong New Zeal-
and activity (indeed the ascent of Mount Everest by Sir Ed-
mund Hillary is a direct association). Thus, perhaps more
than any comparable Antarctic programme, members of
the New Zealand Alpine Club have made many ascents
and conducted survey along the coastal ranges of Victoria
Land. Likewise accounts of the involvement of several
universities in various research projects is described. The
variable effects of occasional private expeditions from
various countries are noted as are the arrival of tourist
expeditions. While many of these are welcome and a few
are able support research, their effects on base have been
significant.

The book concludes with a detailed series of ap-
pendices, comprehensive notes (referenced by number
throughout the text), a bibliography and detailed index.
Lists of complements of wintering personnel, decorations
awarded, arts fellows, and current senior personnel are
appended. A chronological table concisely outlines the
history of the New Zealand Antarctic Programme from
1955. Endnotes are comprehensive and a detailed index is
provided. A selection of maps appears at the beginning of
the book but it has been difficult to make these adequately
detailed (although inserts and keys assist). The large
number, over 150, of well-reproduced illustrations is an
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asset; most are monochrome and appear throughout the
text with a section of colour plates emphasising specific
themes.

Earlier accounts of New Zealand’s Antarctic involve-
ment include the accounts by Adrian Hayter published in
1968 (The year of the quiet sun) and Warren Herrick in
1997 (A year on ice), general histories by Les Quartermain
in 1967 and 1971 (South to the pole, and New Zealand
and the Antarctic), Trevor Hatherton in 2001 (Antarctica:
the Ross Sea region) and various other works (including
several by David Harrowfield). These, with many others,
are listed in the 70 bibliographical references. This
volume provides an efficient 50th anniversary companion
which consolidates the previous writings. Of necessity,
considering the time New Zealand has been active in
Ross Sea regions, the amount of exploration and research
conducted, and practical size of the book, some subjects
are covered in summary only. The number of persons
listed in the acknowledgements, however, indicates a very
broad degree of general inquiry.

It is also significant that, during the past few years,
Australian, Norwegian, and several other histories of
national Antarctic operations have been published, and
others, such as the history of the Scientific Committee
on Antarctic Research, are in preparation. Thus this
one makes another important contribution to the history
of the remotest continent. (R.K. Headland, Scott Polar
Research Institute, University of Cambridge, Lensfield
Road, Cambridge CB2 1ER)
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The title Trying-out refers, of course, to the process of
rendering oil out of animal blubber by the application
of heat. The oil, mainly from whales but to some
extent from seals and other animals, was a vital product
in the pre-petroleum era. It provided light for homes,
workplaces and streets, and was used in various industrial
operations. Whaling was international in character and
nearly global in extent. The whale of greatest importance
to whalers from the Netherlands, Great Britain, and

other European nations before the World War I was
the Greenland or polar whale (Balaena mysticetus), a
circumpolar species pursued as early as 1600 in the icy
waters near Spitsbergen, and hunted later in Davis Strait,
Hudson Bay, and finally the Bering Strait region. The
magnitude of the whale hunt was enormous. In the peak
year of 1721, Dutch ports alone sent 258 ships, twice as
many as in the Spanish armada, into Arctic waters.

The author, now a curator of material culture at the
National Maritime Museum in Amsterdam, has produced
a valuable addition to the literature of historic Dutch mari-
time enterprise. He noticed that whereas Dutch whaling
and sealing were well documented for the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries (traditional whaling, mainly
in Arctic seas), and for the twentieth century (modern
whaling, mainly in Antarctic waters), the nineteenth
century was inadequately represented in the literature. He
resolved to fill this gap in the historical record, ‘to push
ahead research. . .focusing attention on the very nature
of the expeditions,’ including ‘the scope, quality, and
profitability of these industries’ (page 23). The result of
his intensive research was a doctoral thesis he submitted
to the University of Leiden, now published in book form.

In general, graduate theses are read, or at least
skimmed, by members of the candidate’s examining
board, and then banished to some dusty library shelf where
they sink into oblivion. In the Netherlands, however,
doctoral theses are often published, so the results of
original research are disseminated rather than buried, a
practice that could usefully be adopted by universities in
other countries. This particular thesis has been published
in English, a decided advantage for readers outside the
Netherlands. The archival sources, of course, are almost
all in Dutch, as are all but a few of the nearly 200 published
works cited.

After 1721, the industry declined and by 1800 it was
almost dead. Many readers will be surprised to learn that
the Dutch carried out any whaling at all after 1800. The
author admits that it was ‘a mere shadow of former Dutch
whaling activities’ and this is certainly true. He records 26
Arctic whaling and sealing voyages in 1802 and 1803, and
113 between 1815 and 1885, making a total of 139 in the
century. Compare this to 17,000 or more Dutch voyages
during the hundred-year period 1669–1769 (reported by
the English whaling master William Scoresby junior). In
the single year of 1721 there were nearly twice as many
voyages as during the entire nineteenth century. If the
level of whaling effort was so low after 1800 (one might
ask) is such an intensive study of the nineteenth century
justified? The author believes that it is: the decline of
the industry requires explanation; the role of companies
and individuals needs elaboration; markets should be
discussed; and the nation’s brief period of whaling in
the ‘South Seas’ calls for attention.

There are, of course, various levels of historical
writing, depending on the target audience and the extent
to which an author has examined and used primary
sources. Popular writers depend largely, often entirely,
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