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exist before Christianity. This would have Icd on to a clear distinc- 
tion betwcen true moral fervour and secular fanaticism, with some 
account of where they parted company. But to blame Christianity 
for every kind of fervour over the last thousand years or more is a 
post hoc argument of the weakest kind. And this, with evasive leaps 
over the most threadbare parts, is what thc argument amounts to. 
I t  is also noteworthy that Polanyi, like his predccessors, fdils to 
discuss the relationship between scientific advanccmcnt and moral 
improvement. Social improvement is substituted for moral, and 
science and technology are barely mentioned. Thc themc of this  
interesting but unsatisfactory lecture is the relationship of Christi- 
anity to political and personal cxtrcmism. 

RUSSIAN OPINION 

Theologcal Studies in the U.S.S.R. 

N MOSCOW, the Patriarch has recently permitted the publication of a I new annual under the title Theological Proceedings. Its cditors describe it 
as a re-institution of the tradition of periodical publication of the work of 
Russian Orthodox theologians. Its a i m  arc threefold: to rcvcal the spiritual 
treasures of Orthodoxy; to acquaint other Christian bodies with modem 
Russian thcology, and to broaden thc outlook of the Russian clergy thcm- 
selves. ‘Volumcs will contain works devoted to dogmatic and moral 
theology, sacred history, thc Liturgy, patrology, sacred art and other mattcrs 
affecting the life of the Orthodox Church.’ 

The fist volume docs in fact cover a widc range of subjects. It opcns with 
a discussion of the Orthodox rite of Vespers, written by Professor Uspensky 
of Leningrad. His approach is unusual for a Russian in that he rejects the 
symbolical intcrpretation of the details of the rite which sufficcd for all 
previous Russian theologians in favour of a study of thc existing rite as the 
result of a long process of historical development. Hc thercforc begins ~ - i t h  
the Jewish ceremony of prayer and the lighting of a candlc at evcning, a 
practice takcn over by thc early Christians with a symbolical intcrprctation 
of the light as a representation of Christ in his Church. Hc then maces the 
development of the Russian ritual from that of Jcrusalem described by 
Aetheria in hcr Peregrinafio ad loca sancta. Although the ritual has altered 
considcrably within Russia, Professor Uspensky shows that it is derived from 
this source and not, as one might expcct, from thc rather different liturgy of 
Sancta Sophia. 
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Another article, by Fr Paul Chercmukhin, is dcvotcd to the Council of 

Constantinople in 1157. Only thc Orthodox wcre present, but the dogmatic 
decrce of the Council on the Mass is acceptcd by thc Russians. 'I he point at 
issue was whcthcr Christ could be said to offcr the sacrifice and, as the 
sccond Person of the Tririity, also rcceivc thc sacrifice. l 'he problem has 
not been raised in this form at any General Council, but thc Orthodox 
decided that the words of the Liturgy of St John C-hrysostom, "Thou art the 
offcrer and the offered, the rccciver and thc received', must cnshrinc the 
doctrine of the Church, and therefore C h r i s t  must in somc way both offcr 
and accept the sacrifice. Sotcrichus Pantcugcnes, Patriarch-elect of Antioch, 
refused to acccpt this decrce, and was excommunicated. Hc held that there 
was a logical inconsistcncy in the asscrtion that thc same Pcrson could both 
offer arid receivc the same sacrificc and that this assertion regarding Christ 
nccessitates the Ncstorian assumption of two distinct persons in Christ. 
Fr Paul considers that this application of logic to dctermiric thc truth of 
Christian doctriric is one of thc signs that Soterichus was a Latinizer, but his 
principal object is not to show this, but to tracc thc influence of Nicholas of 
.Mcthonc, a bishop kvho did not sign the Council's decrees, on the arguments 
of thc Orthodox Fathers, since Kicholas w a s  personal thcologian to the 
Emperor Manucl Comncnus who was active in the Council. Hc furthcr 
remarks on the Council's importancc in showing that the Grcat Schism 
did not immediately qucll the theological life of the Kastcrn Church. 

Professor Ivaiiov of Lxningrad catalogues the matcrial for establishing a 
tcxt of the Greck Ncw 'Testament. '1 he classification of the Grcek manu- 
scripts and the list of translations into other languages which would havc 
to bc considcrcd in a recension of the Greck text is a long one, and it scems 
to be includcd primarily to bring to thc attention of the Kussian clergy 
how much work could be doric in this hcld. 

Protopriest Borovoy contributes an attempt to identify the collcctor of the 
Colleclio Auellana, a collection of documents from thc Papal archives of the 
years 367 to 553. The original solution which hc propour.ds is that Kusticus, 
a deacon who worked in the Papal archivium and was a ncphcw of Popc 
Virgilius, collected thcsc documents for his personal library of ecclesiastical 
documents. 

7 he final articlc is a sympathetic, but not wholly approving, study of thc 
Old Catholic movcment in its early years, for the author, Protopriest 
Scrgcycnko, finds in thc scct both Orthodox and Protestant tendencies. (It 
is, of course, thc hope of thc Muscovitc Patriarchate that the sect may be 
persu dcd to accept the jurisdiction of Moscow, since Western Europe is 
without its 'proper' Patriarch since the Great Schism; it is not the only case 
in which Western Europe has become a battleground for supremacy between 
the Patriarchates of Moscow and Constantinople, both claiming the area 
whilst the Popc remains in schism from thc Orthodox.) 

But the appearance of Theological Proceedings cannot blind one to the 
existence of a much larger numbcr of publications dcvotrd to the erzdication 
of religion and the propagation of atheism. It is highly probable that 
Russians in general would be much more impressed by a visionary articlc 
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written by I. A. Kryvelyov on the causes of religion and Communist society. 
l h i s  appeared in the annual ‘Topics in the IIistory of Religion and of 
Athcism’, and the conclusion of the article is worth quoting in full to reveal 
current anti-religious thought in Russia: 

‘Some qualities of thc human consciousness which were causes of religion 
in mankind‘s pre-history are qualities of consciousness itself, and have a 
definite hio-physiological basis in the structure and norms of activity of an 
orgariism. Such, for instancc, is the emotionality with which man perceives 
natural and social phenomena. Another is the tcndcncy of consciousness to 
associate different stimuli whose external sources are, in reality, distinct- 
a tendency rooted in the physiological mechanism of ncrve-contraction and 
of conditioned reflcxes. ‘I‘hc same is true of the orientating rcflex and the 
mechinism of abstract thought. Some of these qualities of the conscious 
which give rise to religion undcr favourable social conditions continue 
to exist in Communist socicty. For example, whilst any abstraction contains 
the d inger of idealism, it does riot follow that reason \<ill refusc to abstract 
in order to avoid this danger. Not only is abstract thought prcsen~cd as 
mankind develops: it acquires evcn grcater power and ability to compre- 
hend the essences of things. ‘lhis is true in no less dcgee of many other 
qualities of our consciousness which have hitherto been incorrectly orientated 
and have Icd reason along the wrong path. But, inasmuch as in a Com- 
munist society there will be no social conditions capable of engendering 
religious beliefs, the possibility of religion and idcalism will remain an 
abstract potentiality, not realizing itself and without even the chance to do 

‘At the same timc, one cannot fail to see that many causes of religion 
and idealism complctely lose their meaning in a Comniunist society. 

‘Here it is interesting to considcr the fate of the feeling of fear, so important 
for religion’s existence. Even if it does not vanish completely under Com- 
munism, it will at least entirely change its content. Man’s fear of hostile 
social forces will disappear, as thcsc forces-class-exploitation, war, un- 
employment, economic rivalry, national and racial barriers-will not exist. 
Even the natural fear of dcath \dill change both in content and in intensity. 
Completc material security, the liquidation of social evils, the inevitable 
future colossal advances in therapeutic and preventive medicine, the 
devclopmcnt of means of avoiding and curing senility and, as a result, the 
maximal prolongation of human life will cause death to cease to exercise 
its repressive influence on thc conscious. And this, in turn, will mean that it 
will cease to be a significant cause of religion. 

‘‘This applics even more to such factors as the human capacity for logical 
error, and the tendency of thought to reason rigidly where a more flexible 
approach with dialectic method and logic are required. Mankind will 
abandon forever the metaphysical method with its woodenness and rigidity. 
‘fie high level of culture will not permit thc appearance and free play of 
religious phantasy in explaining the natural phenomena of human life 
and dcath. 

so. 
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‘The colossal dcvclopment of scicncc, whose prospects arc unlimited will 

permit men in a Communist socicty to solve those world cnigmas which still 
checkmate their analytical rcason. Thus the most important conditions for 
the gcncsis and existence of religious prejudices will disappear. 

‘But the most important factor in cnsuring the demise of religion will be 
the inevitable eradication of its social causcs.’ 

This requires only one short explanation: Communism is, to a Com- 
munist, still a futurc state of society, a stagc not yet achieved evcn in 
Kussia. 

D. W. BLACK 

HEARD AND SEEN 

Picasso: 016 et Vale 

I t  possible to write anything about Picasso which has not bcen written 

my own reactions: no. If I so much as suspect that an article I am reading is 
going to discuss him I simply throw it aside. I’ve had enough of picassology 
and picassophily, not to say picagiography, to last me a lifetime. N1 the 
same, I find myself wanting to record a few rctrospective thoughts on the 
Rctrospcctivc-that stupendous display of paintings, from the pre-Ihe 
through to the scarce-dry series of variations on Las Meninas, which the 
?’ate set heforc us last summcr. All other impressions apart, I was ovcrcome 
at thc time of my visit with a sense offin d’kpoque. What PpoquL? Whyfin? If 
I attempt to answer thcsc questions, and if in doing so I adopt a tonc which 
is not exclusi\.cly panegyrical, it must be undcrstood at the outset that my 
role will be that of a tick talking about-and perhaps prrsuming to criticize 
-a lion. Our relative magnitudes, his and mine, are as indicated; so also 
in grcat measurc is the modc of our symbiosis. I havc been nourished for 
many years from his bloodstream, and been carricd, more or less helplessly 
clinging, whercver it has occurred to him to go. Neverthclcss for some time 
past I have occasionally muttcrcd to my neighbour-ticks in the same patch 
of fur, ‘Blood’s not quite what it used to bc, don’t you think? Bit thin. I’ve 
more than half a mind to move on.’ And sure enough, aftcr one last big 
suck, I drop off into the car park at Millbank: satiatcd, awestruck, humbled, 
elated, conscious of a curious disappointment as wcll as of the pettish rescnt- 
fulness of the parasitc towards its host. The great beast, mcanwhilc, stalks 
away into the unknown, propellcd by muscles still as lithe and Iubricatcd 
as when, fifty-onc years ago, they carricd him from Malaga to his first 
hu-igry kills in Paris. 

Perhaps, for many of us, the Tate exhibition came five ycars too late. 
Up till 1955 or so hc could havc done anything he liked with us. He had 

I“ already: or which, though hithcrto unsaid, is not boring? To judge by 


