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France, New Zealand, and South Africa have all been
proactive in seeking to deal with illegal Southern Ocean
fishing, which has significant economic repercussions for
national fishing industries. The manifestation of these
economic interests is also apparent on the continent and
adjoining waters. Australia’s assertion of an extended con-
tinental shelf offshore the Australian Antarctic Territory,
and New Zealand’s reservation of its position with respect
to the continental shelf offshore the Ross Dependency
are clear examples of pre-positioning by claimant states
to reap future economic gain once Southern Ocean oil
and gas become economically viable. Likewise, Japan’s
continued insistence of a right to undertake ‘scientific
whaling’ in the Southern Ocean and its objection to the
Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary also suggest a future
desire to exploit at even greater levels Antarctic whale
stocks.

Herber explores some options for addressing these
emerging economic issues. It is suggested that a separate
tourism convention or an additional annex to the Madrid
Protocol may go some way to addressing the raft of issues
arising from increased tourist activities. However, there is
a failure to recognise other issues that will impact upon
Antarctica but that have traditionally fallen outside of the
ATS agenda. Whaling is the most obvious issue, and one in
which the ATS has traditionally been prepared to cede its
role to the International Whaling Commission; however,
there are also issues arising from increased shipping
through the Southern Ocean and greater use being made
of the polar air route for commercial aircraft. In short,
whilst Herber understandably directs his attention to the
challenges confronting the ATS, the reality is that there
are many other international organisations that have a
mandate over Antarctic matters, and the decisions they
make may ultimately prove to be just as significant for the
future of the Antarctic environment. (Donald R. Rothwell,
Professor of International Law, ANU College of Law,
Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.)

APOSTLE TO THE INUIT: THE JOURNALS AND

ETHNOGRAPHIC NOTES OF EDMUND JAMES

PECK, THE BAFFIN YEARS, 1894–1905. Frédéric
Laugrand, Jarich Oosten, and François Trudel (Editors).
2006. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. xiv + 498 p,
illustrated, hard cover. ISBN 0-8020-9042-7. £48.00;
$US75.00.
doi:10.1017/S0032247408007560

Despite the popularity of the Anglican Church in the
Canadian Arctic (a recent source claims that 85% of
all Canadian Inuit are Anglican), anthropologists and
historians have only recently begun to shift their gaze
from the study of religious belief systems and practices
that predated the arrival of Christian missionaries to the
emergence of Inuit Christianity in Baffin Island, which
began in the late 1800s. The relative newness of this
field of study is certainly one reason why it has taken
so long for the writings of Edmund Peck to find their way

into print. Along with another missionary, J.C. Parker,
Peck established the first Anglican mission on Baffin
Island (Blacklead Island, Cumberland Sound) in 1894 and
continued to conduct missionary work there until 1905.
An important anthropological footnote to Peck’s years
on Baffin Island is that he provided dozens of pages of
ethnographic notes to the anthropologist Franz Boas, the
father of American anthropology, who then later used
these and other data to develop not only his portrait
of the Inuit of the eastern Canadian Arctic (the Central
Eskimo), but his ideas about the methods and purpose
of anthropology. Both Peck’s ethnographic notes and his
diary entries from his years on Baffin Island are included
in this single 500-page volume, organised and edited by
Frédéric Laugrand, Jarich Oosten, and François Trudel,
three scholars largely responsible for giving Christianity
a new perspective in Inuit studies.

For those interested in this period of Arctic history, this
volume presents never-before-published material, includ-
ing Peck’s journal entries covering an 11-year period; a
collection of reflections, stories, and a personal testimony
by Eve Nooeyout (one of Peck’s earliest converts); and
a version of the Sedna myth and details of shamanic
healing rites as told (or written — it’s unclear from Peck’s
notes) by two of Peck’s Inuit assistants in Cumberland
Sound, Oosotapik and Qoojessie. The journal entries,
ethnographic notes, and the notes of his Inuit assistants
reveal Inuit striving to find continuity between the beliefs
and practices of Christianity and their own cosmology.
The reader learns that qaqqialiq (‘bringing things out in
the open’) was an integral part of the shamanic complex,
but that it also made sense to Inuit learning about the
importance of confessing one’s sins in order to get right
with God. It is also shown that Peck struggled to find a
coherent structure in Inuit beliefs by seeking parallels with
his own theology, including the presence of a deity that
ruled over all others. What is fortunate for the modern-day
scholar is that Peck encouraged his Inuit assistants to write
about the shamanic complex in their own words, which
he then transcribed verbatim and which are included in
this book. These transcriptions are especially important
because accessing information about shamanism was very
difficult during Peck’s Baffin years; Inuit were reluctant to
discuss shamanism publicly or allow non-Inuit to attend
ceremonies involving shamans. Thanks to the detailed
descriptions provided by Peck and his Inuit assistants, this
volume provides a more detailed view of culture contact
and the shamanic complex in the eastern Canadian Arctic
than has hitherto been available.

One important insight the editors make in their
introduction to the section containing Peck’s ethnographic
notes is that Peck provided a more objective description
of religious life in Cumberland Sound at the turn of the
century than did his contemporary Franz Boas, especially
if one compares Peck’s notes with the descriptions of
Inuit rites and ceremonies published by Boas in 1907.
Whereas Boas omitted those details that ‘would have
suggested direct influence by or contact with whalers’
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(page 290), Peck described shamanic healing rites as well
as the ways Inuit celebrated Christmas and other Christian
holidays. Boas’ editorial decisions are not surprising in
some respects. Boas wanted to construct an image of a
people who had not yet been contaminated by contact with
commercial whalers and missionaries. Peck, by contrast,
wanted to show that many Inuit were now Christians or
at least on the path to conversion, even if that path had a
slow start; it was not until 1901 that the first baptisms
of Inuit occurred, seven years into his mission. It is
surprising, however, that it was the anthropologist who
misrepresented the social life of south Baffin Inuit at the
turn of the nineteenth century and not the missionary, a
twist that seems all the more ironic given Boas’ quest to
rescue Inuit from the savage slot, a portrait supported by
those social and natural scientists of the nineteenth century
committed to tracing the grand evolutionary trajectory
of humanity. In subtle ways the editors of this volume
point the way to a more nuanced historiography of the
representation of Canadian Inuit, and the next important
steps are more fine grained analyses of how theoretical,
political, and ideological trends motivated portrayals of
Inuit ‘culture’ during different periods of history.

One of the strengths of the book is its dual identity as a
compilation of archival resources related to Peck’s years in
south Baffin and a study of how Peck’s works contribute
to the transformation of religion and cosmology in the
eastern Canadian Arctic. As a compilation, it is extremely
practical. All of Peck’s journals and ethnographic ma-
terials are neatly housed in one volume. Although some
may find many of the journal entries repetitive, there is
much new information that historians and anthropologists
will find useful. The analytical aim of the book is less
successful, however, because Peck’s relation to the Inuit is
never adequately discussed. Both the editors’ introduction
to his journal entries and Peck’s entries themselves
provide surprisingly little insight into Peck’s view of the
Inuit or their view of him. One could argue that such a
critique is unfair given the goal of the editors, a synopsis
of his work and writings from his years on Baffin Island
and not a comprehensive biography. But focusing on such
a narrow slice of Peck’s life and not providing enough
analysis of what Peck included in his journal entries (as
well as what he left out) leaves the reader longing for
more biographical information about Peck and the state
of Anglicanism at the end of the nineteenth century. The
editors do not contextualise enough some of the peculiar
choices made by Peck, including his willingness to gather
ethnographic notes about shamanism for Boas, a task
that he apparently never disclosed to his benefactors, the
Church Missionary Society (CMS). Although we learn
that the CMS subsidised Peck’s efforts on Baffin, there
is little information about the CMS or how it related to
other bodies and institutions in the Church of England and
the Anglican Communion. Other features about Peck that
are not adequately discussed include his unwillingness
to portray Inuit as inferior to Europeans. Compared to
his successors, Peck seems unusually progressive in this

respect. Archibald Fleming, who arrived on Baffin Island
shortly after Peck’s departure and who later became the
first Bishop of the Arctic in 1933, wrote that Inuit ways
were ‘dirty and degraded’ and their beliefs ‘crude and
false.’ Still, anyone interested in exploring the roots
of Inuit Anglicanism and understanding its ongoing
popularity in the Canadian Arctic today will have to read
this book. (Edmund Searles, Department of Sociology
and Anthropology, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA
17837, USA.)
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Tony Dickinson was the last man to be employed as
Sealing Inspector and Biologist on South Georgia. He
is thus one of the few living links with the now-extinct
industry that exploited southern seals over a period of two
centuries. He subsequently taught at Memorial University,
of Newfoundland, where he continued his interest in
the history of sealing and whaling. Doctoral research
at Cambridge, and the Scott Polar Research Institute
in particular, gave Dickinson the opportunity to consult
extensive archives on sealing in the Falkland Islands and
its Dependencies. This small book is based on Dickinson’s
unpublished PhD thesis.

At the start, a clearer explanation of the geographical
extent of the Falkland Islands Dependencies would help
readers unfamiliar with the region. The Dependencies
were defined in Letters Patent of 1908 to include
South Georgia, the South Sandwich Islands, the South
Orkney Islands, the South Shetland Islands, and ‘the
territory known as Graham’s Land’ — now the Antarctic
Peninsula. With minor changes in overall extent, this
definition lasted until the Antarctic Treaty of 1959, when
‘islands and territories’ south of 60◦S (including the South
Orkneys and South Shetlands) became British Antarctic
Territory. Then, in 1985, the remaining Dependencies of
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands became a
territory separate from the Falklands, so there are now
no Dependencies of the Falkland Islands. This book
covers the Dependencies as defined in the 1908 Letters
Patent.

The history of sealing is very similar to that of whaling,
in which a new stock was discovered and developed with
good profits, but was quickly overexploited to the point
of collapse, and then largely abandoned. Sealing started
in the Falkland Islands as a sideline to whaling in the
second half of the eighteenth century and progressed to
South Georgia after 1786, the delay following Captain
Cook’s 1777 report of the abundance of seals on the island
being due to the American War of Independence. The
discovery of the South Shetlands by William Smith in
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