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A Study in the Philosophy of Psychoanalysis
by Adolf Grunbaum
"The most formidable among the skeptics, who has made the credibility of
Freudian science (or lack of it) into an obsessive concern for a decade, is the
philosopher Adolf Griinbaum." -Peter Gay, Yale University
Well over one halfof this magisterial new volume constitutes a major sequel
to Griinbaum's highly influential 1984 book The Foundations of Psycho
choanalysis: A Philosophical Critique, which Sidney Hook said "has initiated a
new era in the discussion ofthe topic" and Richard W. Miller in the Canadian
JournalofPhilosophy called "the most sustained and powerful effort in our time
to make the philosophy ofscience useful, useful in the pursuit oftheories and
evidence, and useful in the relief of suffering."

Also hailing Foundations, HansJ. Eysenck wrote "it goes to the roots ofpsy
choanalysis in a manner which other philosophers have tried to do, but have
conspicuously failed to achieve ... a brilliant book by a razor-sharp intellect....
the most important discussion of the topic ..." Morris Eagle in Philosophy of
Science termed it "a devastating critique of hermeneutic conceptualizations
and formulations."

Now in this essential new volume Griinbaum-winner of Italy's 1989
Fregene Prize for outstanding achievement in the philosophy of science
goes far beyond that earlier book to offer new original ideas on such fun
damental themes as: the psychoanalytic theory of transference, the investi
gative viability of the single-subject case study method, the placebo concept
across all of medicine and psychotherapy, Freud's triadic psychology of
religious belief in theism, the dream theory, etc.

" ... brilliant and incisive critical analysis of the nature of the scientific enter
prise within psychoanalysis.... in a series of superbly reasoned and
vigorously argued papers, Griinbaum established a new level of criticism
that ... demonstrates his superior sophistication about psychoanalysis com-
pared with those philosophers who participated in the celebrated debates of
1959." -Philip S. Holzman, Harvard University
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE ASSOCIATION

The Philosophy of Science Association is an international society
dedicated to the furthering of studies and free discussion from diverse
standpoints in the field of philosophy of science. To promote these
objectives, the Association: holds biennial conferences and arranges for
the publication of the proceedings of these conferences; publishes the
quarterly journal, Philosophy of Science,which carriesessays, discussion
articles, and book reviews in the general area of philosophy of science;
is an affiliated society of Section L of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science; and selects two representatives to serve on
the National Academy of Sciences U.S. National Committee for the
International Union for the History and Philosophy of Science.

The affairs of the Association are controlled by a Governing Board which
is composed of the President of the Association, President-elect, the
most recent Past-President, and eight members elected at large.

To supervise the various functions of the Association the Governing
Board appoints individuals to serve as Executive Secretary of the
Association, Editor-in-Chief of Philosophy of Science, Editor-in-Chief of
the PSA Newsletter, and Editor-in-Chief of the PSA Proceedings.

Membership is available to all individuals who agree to the objectives of
the Association as stated above and who also agree to reserve their
copies of the journal for their personal use only. Prima facie eligibility
for full membership, is demonstrated by: 1) holding a Ph.D., D.Sci., or
M.D. degree (or equivalent) in philosophy, science or a science related
field; or 2) holding a significant scientific research position; or 3} holding
the rank of assistant professor (or equivalent or higher rank) at an
institution of higher learning in philosophy, science or science related
field. To be eligible for associate membership, one must simply be in
agreement with the objectives of the Association. To be eligible for
student membership, one must be a full-time student at an accredited
institution of learning. Payment of annual dues entitles all members to
receive the journal, Philosophy of Science at no additional charge.
Reduced registration fees are also charged to members for the biennial
meetings. Full members are entitled to hold office and vote in the
Association's annual election of Governing Board members.

Membership dues are graduated based on income: income below
$40,000 - $40.00; $40,000-$49,999 - $50.00; $50,000 or above 
$60.00 for full and associate members. There is a special rate of
$20.00 for student members. Memberships start at the beginning of a
calendar year. Members who join during the course of the year will be
sent back copies of all material for that year. Contributions to the
Association are U.S. tax deductible.
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p = -dx/dy = -dz/dt

PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE
Typescript. Typescript, double-spaced, should be submitted (in triplicate) to Pro

fessor Merrilee Salmon, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, Uni
versity of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15260 U.S.A. Typescripts will not
be returned unless return postage is prepaid by check, money order, International
Postal Reply Coupons or U.S. stamps. A bibliographical list of cited references
beginning with the author's last name, initials, followed by the year of publication
in parentheses, should be headed 'References' and placed on a separate sheet in
alphabetical order. Simple citations should then be made by employing in the text,
rather than by footnote, the reference list by citing author and year of publication,
for example, Jones (1958) or (Smith 1974, ·46). A detailed guide to the new ref
erence style appears in the March issue of each year. Discursive footnotes (con
secutively numbered) should be kept to an absolute minimum. An abstract (also
in triplicate) of approximately 100 words must accompany typescript. Typescript
must not exceed 9,500 words, including abstract, footnotes and references. A word
count must be submitted with each essay. Longer essays will be returned (at the
author's expense) to be cut to the acceptable maximum. All figures must be profes
sionally drawn and lettered. All formulas and equations should be put in such a
form as to help minimize the number of printed lines in the journal. In the fol
lowing examples the form on the right is preferable to that on the left:

dx dz
(1) p= --=--

dy dt

( 1)1+-
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(2) -
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Processing fee. There is a fifteen dollar per submission processing fee for indi
viduals who are not members of the Philosophy of Science Association.

Copyright. Manuscripts should be submitted to Philosophy of Science with the
understanding that upon publication copyright Will be transferred to the Philosophy
of Science Association.

Reprints. Contributors of articles to this journal will receive, gratis, 25 reprints.
Authors desiring additional reprints may order them by sending in, with their cor
rected galleys, the order forms that they will find enclosed with their galleys.

Reviews. Publications intended for review should be sent to Professor Merrilce
Salmon, at the address given above.

Philosophy of Science is published quarterly; issues are dated March, June, Sep
tember and December of each year. Correspondence concerning business matters
should be addressed to Peter D. Asquith, Executive Secretary, Department of Phi
losophy, 503 South Kedzie Hall, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Mich
igan 48824-1032 U.S.A.
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tered to begin with the 'first issue of the current volume. Should any issue of the
current volume be out of print at the time the subscription order is received, the
pro-rata value will be refunded to the subscriber. Duplicate copies may be obtained
(if available) from the Executive Secretary at the regular price of single issues ($15.00).
Subscriptions at a reduced rate of $20.00 a year are available to qualified students;
inquire of the Executive Secretary.
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