
America. It is just possible that I might abstract a section from my proofs. To do that

I should have to obtain the consent of the Clarendon Press and as it happens I have not

been able to get hold of the Secretary, who is not often in London. I cannot get down

to Oxford for a week or two, so we must, if you do not mind, leave the matter in that state

for the moment.

How glad you must be that you are out of Germany! You are by now thoroughly

settled, and I expect Mrs. Sigerist also. Do give her our very kindest regards.

Is there any chance of your being in England this year? If so, do let us put you up.

Yours ever,

Charles Singer

1 Singer contributed to Sigerist’s Bulletin of the History of Medicine only occasionally in the 1940s.
2 Singer (1941).
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Singer to Sigerist, London, 12 June 1933

My dear Sigerist,

Many thanks for your note of May 25 introducing Pijoan.1 I shall be delighted to do all

I can for him.

I hope all goes well with you. I am staying on here all the summer. We shall be in

Cornwall as usual from December till March but are otherwise pretty well settled here.

You are well away from Germany. The situation is hideous & growing worse. The

country seems to be led by madmen. Best regards to you all.

Yours ever,

Charles Singer

My History of Science is at last in print2

1 Sigerist’s letter is missing. M. Pijoan, a physician at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston.
2 Singer (1941).
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 26 October 1933

Dear Singer:

It was a great pleasure to read your letter of October 11th1 and to hear that in future

you will spend part of the year in the country. This is a splendid idea, and you may be

sure that I shall visit you some day. I hope to be through with my work on the early
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mediaeval literature within a few years, but before this will be the case I will have to

spend some time in England; and I of course am very anxious to consult your catalogue.2

I hope you received a copy of “The Great Doctors”, if not, do not hesitate to let me

know.3 I also asked my publisher to send you a copy of my book on American medicine,

which is my last German book. I began writing it in Leipzig before I had decided to settle

in Amerika [sic], and this is why I wrote it in German. An English edition, however, is

being done under my supervision and will be out next year.4

Things are developing very nicely here. At the present moment, Castiglioni is with us,

giving the Noguchi Lectures.5 I am working very hard on my mediaeval stuff. There will

be three volumes, one a catalogue raisonné of all the Mss. that contain early medical texts;

the second volume will be a collection of texts in critical editions, as far as such are pos-

sible; and the last volume will give a history of the literature of that period. It is a great

burden that I have been carrying for more than ten years. In between, as a passe-temps,

I am writing a Latin grammar for medical students, using exclusively the medical termi-

nology. It is great fun. And then I am preparing for a trip to Russia. I am extremely inter-

ested in the development medicine is taking there, particularly in the philosophical and

sociological background of the whole movement.6

So you see I am pretty busy, but this winter will be less strenuous than last winter when

we had so many social engagements.

We had a very pleasant summer in Europe, but could not help being extremely

depressed by the general poitical situation. Even in Switzerland, there are fascist parties;

and there is a general unrest that is very disturbing. We are living through a period of

experimental history, which is rather inconvenient for the individual, but certainly very

fascinating for the historian.

With kind regards to Mrs. Singer and yourself, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1 Singer’s letter is missing.
2 Catalogue unidentified, possibly Dorothea Singer’s catalogue now held in the British Library, see letter 1,

note 6.
3 Henry E. Sigerist, Great doctors, English translation, (New York, 1933).
4 Henry E. Sigerist, American medicine, English translation, (New York, 1934).
5 Arturo Castiglioni (1874�1953), Italian medical historian; see Henry E. Sigerist, ‘Arturo Castiglioni’,

Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 1953, 27: 387�389.
6 Sigerist’s three volumes of medieval medical texts did not materialize; in the mid 1930s his interests in

sociology and health politics became predominant. His plan for a Latin grammar was given up too.
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 22 December 1933

Dear Singer:

This was a very delightful Christmas card, and Mrs. Sigerist and myself reciprocate

your wishes most cordially.

I have a great favor to ask you. We intend to build up a picture gallery of all our Nogu-

chi Lecturers, and as you and Mrs. Singer were the first Lecturers on this foundation, you

would oblige me very much by sending me a photo of yourself and one of Mrs. Singer

with your signatures and the name Noguchi Lecturer 1930 and 1932.

I am sure that you enjoy being in the country. It must be delightful down there, and

I hope that I will be able to visit you some day.

With best wishes and kind regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours

Henry E. Sigerist

204

Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 21 February 1934

Dear Singer:

May I ask you for a great favor? You know the Bulletin for the history of medicine that

our Institute is publishing. The first volume has just been completed, and the first number

of the second volume will be issued next month, and I think that we did quite well for the

first year. The journal, of course, is far from being perfect, but I am trying to make it more

and more interesting.

I have a good many Mss. ready for publication, and I think that the second volume pro-

mises to be quite good.

We are having some financial troubles at the present time. Due to losses in the endow-

ments, I had to cut down the budget for the current year, and this affects particularly the

funds available for publications. There is some hope that we may obtain a grant of about

one thousand dollars from the National Academy of Sciences, which, of course, would

help a great deal and enable me to go on with the Bulletin as before.

Dr. Raymond Pearl, Chairman of the Committee of Funds for Research Publications of

the National Academy of Sciences (School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins

University) with whom I had a long talk yesterday thought that a letter from you,

addressed to him, would have great influence on the Members of the Committee.1

I therefore would greatly appreciate if you would be good enough to write to Dr. Pearl

what you think of our publication and whether you think it worth being supported.

You know what the conditions in this country are, the “Annals of Medical History” and

“Medical Life” are both on a commercial basis, and are not the kind of journal that

appeals to me. The Annals have so many Mss. that the writer has to wait two years before
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his paper is published. There undoubtedly is a strong need for a strictly scientific journal

in the field. So far our Bulletin has been issued as a supplement to the Johns Hopkins Hos-

pital Bulletin, but from January 1, 1935 on it will be an independent journal. We are

already accepting subscriptions to the Bulletin[,] and the journal, of course, is not only

open to Hopkins people but to every serious worker here and abroad.

May I add that the matter is rather urgent, as the Committee will decide on this ques-

tion towards the end of March.

Thanks for your last letter.2 I am trying to get a fellowship for Edelstein and have him

work with us.3 I think this would be the best solution. I feel exactly like you about

Germany, and in all probability will not attend the Spanish Congress, as it will be too

late in October.4

I envy you the mild climate of Cornwall. We are having a very cold winter this year.

With kind regards to Mrs. Singer and yourself, I am,

Very sincerely yours

Henry E. Sigerist.

1 Raymond Pearl (1879�1940), American biologist. See Franklin Parker, ‘Pearl, Raymond’, Complete dic-
tionary of scientific biography, Vol. 10 (Detroit: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2008), 444�445.

2 This letter seems to be missing.
3 Ludwig Edelstein (1902�1965), German classical scholar and medical historian, dismissed by Diepgen in

Berlin 1933, he became Sigerist’s co-worker in Baltimore; see Owsei Temkin, ‘In memory of Ludwig Edelstein’,
Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 1966, 40: 1�13.

4 The Spanish Congress of the International Society of the History of Medicine, Madrid 1935.
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 8 March 1934

Dear Singer:

I know that you will be glad to hear that I have finally succeeded in obtaining sufficient

money to provide for a salary for Dr. Edelstein.1

The Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced German Scholars, in New York, has

granted our university $1500 for the academic year 1934�1935, and I expect to obtain

the same amount from the Rockefeller Foundation in New York, so that I shall be able

to appoint Dr. Edelstein as an Associate in our department on July 1.

The grant is for one year, but I am confident that it will be renewed for the second year,

and by then I feel sure that the Institute will be able to provide for Dr. Edelstein’s salary

out of its own funds.
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I am very happy over the solution. In Europe there would have been no future for

Dr. Edelstein, while I am sure that he will make a career in this country where philologists

of his training and ability are rather scarce.

With kind regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1 This letter is a fine example of both Singer’s and Sigerist’s efforts to help victims of the Nazi rule in Germany.
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 19 March 1934

Dear Singer:

It was very good of you to write to Dr. Pearl. You just said the right things, and I am

sure that your letter will have great weight in the decisions of the Academy.1

As you know we started our Bulletin as an house-organ, but I intended to develop it

gradually. I have accepted outside Mss. already and will do so more and more. From Jan-

uary 1, 1935, on we will be independent, and I intend to increase the number of pages con-

siderably. I need not say that any contribution from you or Mrs. Singer will be extremely

welcome at any time. It would be a great help, and would strengthen the authority of the

journal to have you among the contributors.

Dr. Welch is doing relatively well.2 He, of course, is weak and does hardly ever leave

the bed, but he is mentally as alert as ever, interested in everything, and I am sure that a

letter of yours would please him very much.

You have received our cable in the meantime. Both Dr. Welch and I are strongly

opposed to an interim meeting in Berlin. I do not see any necessity for such a congress,

and after all we know that the German idea is to make such a congress a big show for

the purpose of propaganda.

With kind regards to Mrs. Singer and yourself, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1 The National Academy of Sciences.
2William H. Welch (1850�1934), American pathologist, hygienist and medical historian; first director of the

Hopkins Institute of the History of Medicine, i.e., Sigerist’s predecessor. See Gert H. Brieger, ‘Welch, William
Henry’, Complete dictionary of scientific biography, vol. 14 (Detroit: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2008), 248�250.
For a biographical introduction and Sigerist’s correspondence with Welch, see Marcel H. Bickel (ed.), Henry E.
Sigerist: Correspondences With Welch, Cushing, Garrison and Ackerknecht (Bern: Peter Lang, 2010), 15�37.
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, Cornwall, 20 March 1934

My dear Sigerist,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I have sent Mieli. Many thanks for your cable which

I am communicating also to him.1

Yours ever,

Charles Singer

I have written separately to Welch, Sarton, Lynn Thorndike & Karpinski2 all of whom

I asked to cable to Mieli.

Kenyon[,] Holmyard & Steele3 have all written from England protesting against a

German meeting.4

1 Sigerist’s cable is missing.
2 Louis C. Karpinski (1878�1956), American historian of mathematics. See Phillip S. Jones, ‘Karpinski, Louis

Charles’,Complete dictionary of scientific biography, vol. 15, (Detroit: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2008), 255�257.
3 Frederic Kenyon (1863�1952), British palaeographer; see H. I. Bell, ‘Kenyon, Sir Frederic George

(1863�1952)’, rev. Oxford dictionary of national biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), vol. 31,
341�343. Eric J.Holmyard (1891�1959), British historian of science and historian of alchemy; see Trevor I.
Williams, ‘Holmyard, Eric John (1891�1959)’, rev. Oxford dictionary of national biography (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2004), vol. 27, 810. Robert Steele (1860�1944), a member of the International Academy of the
History of Science; see Dorothea Waley Singer, ‘Robert Steele (1860�1944)’, Isis, 1947, 38: 107�109.

4 German meeting on the history of science.
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 26 March 1934

My dear Sigerist,

Many thanks for your letter of March 8th concerning Edelstein. I am greatly relieved to

hear that you will be able to take him. It is good of you. As you rightly say, even if we

succeeded in finding him temporary work in England, there would be no future for him

here.

There is a matter of which, I think, I ought to write to you in confidence. When I cabled

to you, I cabled also to Welch, Sarton & Karpinski. Knowing Thorndike to be “difficult”,

I awaited the other replies before cabling him. When I did cable to Thorndike, I added that

you, Welch & Sarton agreed with me. I also added a specially adequate sum for reply so

that Thorndike should be put to no possible expense.

At Paris the German suggestion was rejected. Only one person favoured it for Thorn-

dike wired Mieli (in reply to my message & without informing me) “I am in favour of

meeting in Germany”.

1934

152

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025727300072562 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025727300072562


Of course I know that Thorndike is a complicated & crotchetty old batchelor [sic], with

a mysterious grievance & that he is “close” with his ideas, his money & his praise but

I certainly did not think that he would be quite as mean as this.

I am writing in the same sense to Sarton. I think that you & he ought to know of

Thorndike’s mental state because it is evident that he might injure one of your projects.

But having written it, I shall now make it my business to forget all about it. I certainly

don’t think that Thorndike carries much influence.

Have just had a very pleasant letter from Pearl. From it I gather that your scheme for a

journal will go through. It certainly will be a comfort to have a proper journal of Med.

Hist. More power to you!

Best regards,

Yours ever

Charles Singer

209

Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 10 April 1934

Dear Dr. Singer:

Thanks for your letter of March 26. The whole situation is disgraceful. I wrote to Diep-

gen1 and tried to make it clear why a congress in Germany is impossible at the present

time. I wonder what has happened in Spain? You probably saw that Mieli has discharged

the Spanish Committee. At any rate I am not concerned, as I will not attend the congress

any way. I am tired of the whole business.

With kind regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1At this time, Diepgen was chairman of the Berlin Department of the History of Medicine.
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 28 April 1934a

My dear Sigerist

Your Bulletin just received. The Sudhoff material is interesting but your report on the

Dark Ages is quite first class.1 I do most heartily congratulate you on the splendid line of

work you are carrying through. It will be a landmark in the history of scholarship. I wish

I were younger for I might then hope to see the full results.

If in arranging your summer you could manage to come to us in Cornwall with your

wife and family it would give us the greatest possible pleasure. It is a most lovely spot
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& we have ample accomodation [sic] for such a party in this house & plenty of amuse-

ment for the children in our 16 acres. The bathing is quite perfect & safe for children &

the library is tolerably good & no bad place to work in. We are exactly 5 hours from

London. And we could commune on many things.

Yours ever

Charles Singer

1Henry E Sigerist, ‘The medical literature of the Early Middle Ages. A program and a report of a summer of
research in Italy’, Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 1934, 2: 26�50.

211

Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 28 April 1934b

My dear Sigerist,

Obviously you ought to know all about this affair.1

I enclose copies of

(a) Letter received by me to-day from Diepgen

(b) My reply to Diepgen

(c) Covering letter to Mieli enclosing (a) & (b)

Yours ever,

Charles Singer

1A planned German congress on the history of science
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 11 May 1934

Dear Singer:

Thanks ever so much for your letter of April 28. I was very interested in reading the

copies of your and Diepgen’s letters. I suppose the incident is closed with this. It is quite

obvious that the Congress in Germany is out of question under the present conditions.

I wrote a long letter to Diepgen about it and told him frankly what my position was.

It would have been delightful to spend some time with you in Cornwall, but, unfortu-

nately, it will not be possible this year. We have rented a little house near Lucerne that

will serve as headquarters for the family; I myself have to travel a good deal on account

of my mediaeval work. I intend to spend June and July in France, Belgium, and Holland,

and September in Italy, mostly in Rome at the Vatican Library.
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I greatly appreciate what you wrote about my mediaeval work. It was extremely

encouraging. Some other summer I will spend several months in England, surveying

the Mss. preserved there, and, of course, will start by consulting your catalogue.1

You will be interested in hearing that the National Academy of Sciences2 has granted

one thousand dollars to support our Bulletin, I therefore will be able to print about 600

pages this year. I am sure that your letter was very influential in the matter, and I am

ever so much indebted to you for your help. I need not repeat that any paper of yours

or Mrs. Singer’s for the Bulletin will always be highly welcome and will be published

within two months.

We are sailing on May 30 on a boat of the Baltimore Mail Line. While in Europe my

permanent address will be my mother’s residence, 182 St. Albanring, Basel.

With kind regards to Mrs. Singer and yourself, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1 The months in England did not materialize because the Middle Ages became a minor subject; catalogue
unidentified, but possibly Dorothea Singer’s catalogue now held in the British Library, see letter 1, note 6.

2 See letter 204.
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Singer to Sigerist, London, 13 June 1934

My dear Sigerist,

I have just been reading your Summary on recent Hippocratic research in the Bulletin

& I cannot refrain from writing to congratulate you on it.1 I have seldom read so good an

account of so difficult & intricate a subject. It was just what was wanted & is a real aid to

scholarship as well as being most readable.

Such a summary is what I have always had in mind as an occasional[?] contribution to

a scientific journal of the history of medicine. You have set us all an example.

I have lately been talking to the physiologists in London on a somewhat similar theme.

Physiologists, nowadays, hardly understand each other. What a fine thing it would be if

severe[?] scientific journals, such as the Journal of Physiology would, say twice a year,

insert summaries of the state of knowledge in a particular branch. It might solve the crisis

of mutual unintelligibility!

I shall use your article as an illustration of what I mean. But it will be difficult to keep

up your standard.

I shall be in London until November. Should chance bring you this way please wire in

advance. We are going to have a small flat in town but are not yet sure where. This house

we have for only a few weeks. Cornwall always finds us.
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Alas! There was no one to write to concerning Welch. He had a long and happy

innings.2 ??

Yours ever,

Charles Singer

Again I am so glad about Edelstein. It is good of you.

1Henry E. Sigerist, ‘On Hippocrates’, Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 1934, 2: 190�214.
2William H. Welch had died on 30 April 1934.
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Sigerist to Singer, Kastanienbaum, Switzerland, 4 August 19341

My dear Singer,

Thanks ever so much for your very kind letter of June 13th. I greatly appreciate your

comment on my Hippocrates summary.2 I am preparing another summary on archaeolo-

gical contributions to medical history. Such summaries are particularly necessary in

America where people do not know the European literature sufficiently.

I just had a very interesting trip through France and Belgium in search of early mediae-

val material. I found some very important manuscripts particularly in Vendôme, a small

provincial library that is open only on Sundays and Thursdays from 1–3. I had my

Leica-camera and photographed myself more than 250 pages.

I am with my family in Switzerland now. We have rented a very nice house with a

huge garden right on the lake. I wished you could visit us. We bathe every morning in

the lake and I spend much time fishing. We will be here till beginning of September

and will go to Italy then, where I will continue my work at the Vatican Library. We are

sailing back from Naples on September 22nd.

I am very sorry that I will not be able to see you this year but I intend to be in England

next year. I will spend several months in Russia in order to make a survey of Soviet med-

icine in which I am extremely interested. I will probably take one of the boats that sail

from London to Leningrad.3 Whenever I have a choice between a train and a boat

I take the boat.

With best wishes from us all to you all I am

very sincerely yours

[Henry E. Sigerist]

1Kastanienbaum, a village near Lucerne.
2 Sigerist (1934c).
3 Leningrad, former name of St. Petersburg.
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 10 November 1934

My dear Sigerist,

Would you be so very kind as to pass the enclosed communication on to your gynae-

cological colleague. You can refer him to me, if you like.

I understand that Fraenkel is a man of very great distinction & a good lecturer.1 He is

not in any want & his age precludes all question of his seeking a post. It is in this sense

only that he is “unsatisfactory from the office point of view”!!

As you will see he already has lecture engagements in USA. He is, I understand, not

dismissed but just retired on the ordinary age basis.

On the whole the work of settling the unfortunate Academic refugees goes better than

we at first thought. Places of at least a temporary character have now been found for about

one third of the Academics. It might be worse. Harder cases than Academics are students.

Very young graduates can often be used in tropical or unsettled countries but the position

of the student is very hard.

You will be interested to hear that Pagel’s son is fairly comfortably settled in England.

A tiny salary but just enough to live on & a reasonable hope of permanency – & peace,

poor fellow!2

Very sincerely yours,

Charles Singer

1 LudwigFraenkel (1870�1951)German researcher in gynaecology, dismissed by theNazis; seeH.H. Simmer,
‘The first experiments to demonstrate an endocrine function of the corpus luteum. On the occasion of the 100th
birthday of Ludwig Fraenkel (1870�1951)’, Sudhoffs Archiv, 1971, 55(4): 392�417, note 1, 413�414.

2Walter Pagel (1898�1983) was Sigerist’s pupil in Leipzig, a pathologist in Heidelberg and England, and a
medical historian; see Marianne Winder, ‘Pagel, Walter Traugott Ulrich (1898�1983)’, Oxford dictionary of
national biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), vol. 42, 336�337. His father, Julius L. Pagel
(1851�1912) was a German medical historian; see Walter Pagel, ‘Julius Pagel and the significance of medical
history for medicine’, Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 1951, 25: 207�225.
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 26 November 1934

Dear Singer:

I was glad to receive your letter of November 10, and passed it on to Dr. Cullen, our

professor of gynaecology. I do not know what will come out of it. Our lecture funds are

rather limited; still there may be a possibility, and I certainly will welcome having

Dr. Fraenkel here for a while.

Dr. Edelstein is doing exceedingly well, and I hope that he will feel happy in America.

I am trying to make his position at the Institute permanent, and I hope that I will succeed.
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I am in touch with Pagel. He just sent me a long paper for publication.1 I am so glad

that he is able to continue his historical work besides the work he is doing in pathology.

With best wishes to Mrs. Singer and yourself, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1Walter Pagel, ‘Religious motives in the medical biology of the XVIIth Century’, Bulletin of the History of
Medicine, 1935, 3: 97�128, 213�231, 265�314.
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 1 December 1934

Dear Singer:

I just received the enclosed letter of our professor of gynaecology,1 and I am very

sorry that there is no chance of our inviting Dr. Fraenkel at the present time.

However, I have your letter concerning Dr. Fraenkel on file, and will see if I can do

something for him in some other place.

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1 Thomas S. Cullen, (1868�1953), Canadian-American gynaecologist; see H. Speert, ‘Memorable medical
mentors: VI. Thomas S. Cullen (1868�1953)’,Obstetrical &Gynecological Survey, 2004, 59: 557�63, and Judith
Robinson, Tom Cullen of Baltimore (London; New York: Oxford University Press, 1949).
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 2 January 1935

Dear Singer:

Your Christmas card was most delightful, and it gave a splendid picture of the region

where you are living. I wish I could visit you there.

Please let me know where you will be in May. I am thinking of taking a boat in London

for Leningrad on May 25th, and will arrange to spend about a week in England before

sailing. I very much hope to be able to see you then.

With kind regards to Mrs. Singer and yourself, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 9 January 1935

My dear Sigerist,

I have to day had the enclosed letter from the Nonesuch Press.1 As you are doubtless

aware the publications of that press are unexcelled for artistic merit. I enclose my answer

which explains itself.

I am, of course, anxious to see some such project2 carried through & would do all I can

to help it & to avoid overlapping.

Farrington is, I think, going to settle in England for a year or two.3 He is a quiet indus-

trious worker & is dissatisfied with Cape Town. I rather think that he means to undertake

a major piece of research before looking for another post. (He is professor of classics & is

a product of Trinity College, Dublin.)

I need hardly say that I would help him or you or both of you in this matter in any way

in my power. My only desire is to see the table[?] brought to a satisfactory conclusion.

Do let me hear how you [....] as regards Vesalius & what you would like me to do with

the Nonesuch & with Farrington.

Yours ever

Charles Singer

I have not mentioned in my letter to Meynell the project of William Wright.4 Much of the

translation of the book on the nervous system is, I believe, in type but Wright will never

finish it. I am in hopes that he will hand it over to Farrington or, alternatively, join hands

with Farrington or you.

1Nonesuch Press, London.
2 A Vesalius edition.
3 Benjamin Farrington (1891�1974), Professor of Latin at the University of Cape Town; in 1936 he was

appointed Professor of Classics at Swansea University. See Yasmina Benferhat, ‘Farrington, Benjamin’, in Robert
B. Todd (ed.), The dictionary of British classicists, 3 vols (Bristol: Thoemmes Continuum, 2004), vol. 1, 314�315.

4Mr. Meynell from Nonesuch Press. WilliamWright (1874- 1937), Professor of Anatomy and former Dean of
the LondonHospitalMedical College; see ‘WilliamWright’,BritishMedical Joural, 1937, ii: 881�882. This letter
may be the answer to a missing letter from Sigerist.
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 10 January 1935

My dear Sigerist,

Thanks for your note of January 2. I shall certainly be in London throughout May &

entirely at your service. The best place to address me is

The Athenaeum

Pall Mall
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London SW1

Telegram Hellenist, London

The Athenaeum will always forward letters or telegrams & I am often staying there &

nearly always have lunch there when I am in London.

There are a hundred things that I want to talk to you about & I am very glad indeed to

hear that I shall have an opportunity.

Very sincerely yours,

Charles Singer
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 23 January 1935

My dear Sigerist.

Very many thanks for your really splendid packet of reprints. I have never had such a

batch of good stuff & so many articles in it that do get things on a bit. I most cordially

felicitate you on your success.

Can you ginger up Larkey to write to me? We have written to him several times but

don’t seem to be able to extract an answer.

Is there any chance of seeing you in London this year? Do let me know in good time if

there is. The centenary of London University is to be celebrated in June-July[.] I think

perhaps that will bring you. Personally I hate these mobs; & ceremonies merely bore

me; but if they bring you, I shall be grateful.

What a gunpowder magazine the world is & in what a rotten state Christianity is. Every

evening as I turn on the wireless I expect to hear that the great explosion has taken place!

Study is at least a comfort & a refuge.

This place is lovely and peaceful as ever. It will be some explosion that disturbs Corn-

wall where everyone is asleep and desires only to continue to sleep!

Again congratulations.

Yours always

Charles Singer

I suppose there is no idea of any larger account of Garrison? I have a few interesting let-

ters from him.
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 27 January 1935

My dear Sigerist

Just a line to congratulate you

(a) On the excellent and most readable account of your European journey1
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(b) On this [....] termination of the Bulletin

(c) On the prospective arrival of the new journal.

I have just read this last issue & cannot put it down without writing you a line of good

wishes.

Mind you let me know as early as possible as to the date of your arrival in London &

the time you will have free. Appointments accumulate at that time of year but I shall set

everything aside for you.

Again best wishes & congratulations.

Yours always

Charles Singer

1Henry E. Sigerist, ‘A summer of research in European libraries’, Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 1934, 2:
559�610.

223

Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 28 January 1935

Dear Singer:

I read the letter of the Nonesuch Press and your answer to it with great interest. I quite

agree with you that some kind of English edition of Vesalius would be extremely wel-

come, and should have a good market. I also agree with you that a complete translation

of the whole Fabrica is not advisable. It would be a tremendous job to make it, and I do

not think that there is anybody who would ever read it.1

I have dropped the idea of doing anything in the subject myself as I am busy with other

plans, but I know that a great deal of work is being done on Vesalius in this country at the

present time.

I would recommend the Nonesuch Press to get in touch, first of all, with the New York

Academy of Medicine, which is publishing the Vesalian plates from the original wood-

blocks preserved in Munich, and which intends to publish some other Vesaliana. Then,

I know that Dr. Cushing is considering an English translation of the Epitome. Finally,

Dr. Sanford Larkey, at the University of California, has done some work on Nicholas

Udall,2 and I know that he would like to have this translation reprinted some day.

It seems to me very important that overlapping be avoided, and I think that Farrington

should get in touch with Larkey, Cushing and Dr. Malloch3 of the New York Academy so

that the different efforts could be integrated. I am sure that all people concerned would

greatly appreciate the cooperation of a Press of such high standing as the Nonesuch Press.
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I was glad to hear that you will be in London at the end of May. I shall let you know in

time when I expect to be there, as I am most anxious to see you.

With kind regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1De humani corporis fabrica, the main work of Vesalius. SeeOn the fabric of the human body: a translation of
De humani corporis fabrica libri septem. Books I-VII, [translated] by William Frank Richardson in collaboration
with John Burd Carman (San Francisco / Novato: Norman, 1998�2009).

2 Nicholas Udall (1504�1556) English playwright and schoolmaster; see Matthew Steggle, ‘Udall, Nicholas
(1504�1556)’, Oxford dictionary of national biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), vol. 55,
851�853.

3 Archibald N. Malloch (1887�1953) librarian at the New York Academy of Medicine; see Claude Edwin
Heaton, ‘Archibald Malloch, M.D.�1887�1953’, Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine, 1954, 30:
399�401.
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 5 February 1935

My dear Sigerist,

When last I wrote to you, I forgot to call you [sic] attention to the fact that London is

likely to be very full & uncomfortable in the first week in May. The date May 6th is the

jubilee of the King’s accession & is a special public holiday.1 There are great prepara-

tions being made to celebrate this event, & the celebrations are of the kind that conduce

to academic quiet or to empty hotels!

Thought you would just like to know this.

Yours as always,

Charles Singer

The second week in May will, I think, be quite all right.

1 King George V (reigned 1910�1936).
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 25 February 1935

Dear Singer:

Thanks for your good letters. I was glad to hear that you liked the paper on my last

summer’s trip. I wrote it on the spot while travelling and had great fun in doing it.1
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The BULLETIN is now published as an independent journal. It was taken over by the

Johns Hopkins Press, and I only regret that I have no complimentary copies to send to my

friends.

I had to postpone my sailing until May 25th. We are sailing on the French liner, Cham-

plain, and will be in Paris on June 1st. I am sailing from London to Leningrad on June 8th,

so that, in all probability, I shall be in London about June 5th. I shall get in touch with you

from Paris where I shall be staying at the Hotel Louvois.

Please tell Mrs. Singer that I will write her soon about the mediaeval Glossary. We are

preparing a plan which I shall submit to her.

With kind regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Henry E. Sigerist

1 Sigerist (1934d).
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Singer to Sigerist, Kilmarth, 19 April 1935

You have not sent me any Prospectus of the new Bulletin – prices etc. I have had one or

two enquiries concerning it. Perhaps you can let me have one. Looking forward to seeing

you.

Charles Singer
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Sigerist to Singer, Baltimore?, 2 May 1935

Dear Singer:

I am sorry that we have no Prospectus of the new Bulletin left, but I have a few odd

numbers that I am sending under separate cover. You will find there on the second

page of the cover all the information you want.

I am looking forward with great pleasure to seeing you soon. I am sailing from London

on June 8th, and will arrive there a few days before. I will let you know the exact date

from Paris.

You may have heard that Garrison died quite unexpectedly [. . .].1 His last years were

rather pathetic. He was director of the Library2 but was not interested at all in library

administration; and his historical work became more and more superficial. However, he

has done a great deal in stimulating interest in medical history in America.
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