

    
    

    



  Skip to main content


 Accessibility help


  
      
          
              We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.

          

          
              
                  
                  
                  
                  
              
          

      

  

  
  
  
    
      Login Alert

    

    
      
        
          

        

      

      
        Cancel

        
          Log in
        

      

      ×
    

  


    
        
            
                

            

        

        
            

            
                
            

        

        ×
    





      
        

        
      





    

    




    
        
            
        

    


    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
            
                
                    
                    Home
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                  
                                  

                                  
                                  
                                

                                
                                                                  

                            

                            
                        

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
        
        
        
                  

    




  









  
    Hostname: page-component-88dd8db54-7zggx
    Total loading time: 0
    Render date: 2024-03-13T03:49:28.961Z
    Has data issue: false
    hasContentIssue false
  
  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Politics & Gender 
	>Volume 19 Issue 4 
	>Why Theorizing and Measuring Shared Experience in Descriptive...



 	English
	
      Français
    





    Politics & Gender
      

  Article contents
 	Extract
	References




  Why Theorizing and Measuring Shared Experience in Descriptive Representation Is “A Mess Worth Making”
      
      Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
      15 March 2023

    Christina Xydias   
 
	.st0{fill:#A6CE39;}
	.st1{fill:#FFFFFF;}

 
 
	 
	 
	 




 [Opens in a new window] 
 
 
  
 



Show author details
     

 
 
	Christina Xydias*
	Affiliation: Bucknell University, USA
          



 	
      *
    
	Email: cvx001@bucknell.edu






 


    	Article
          
	Metrics
          



 Article contents    	Extract
	References


 Get access   Share  

  

  Cite  Rights & Permissions
     [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Extract
  Jane Mansbridge’s (1999) “contingent ‘yes’” amplified a chorus of voices discussing the substantive and symbolic functions of historically marginalized groups’ presence in political office. In her essay, Mansbridge points to contexts of mistrust and uncrystallized interests as domains where presence enhances “adequate communication” and “innovative thinking” for these social groups (628). In this and many other accounts, the linchpin between descriptive and substantive representation for these functions is group members’ shared experiences, alternatively framed as the perspectives informed by those experiences. Shared experiences cannot and do not produce identical effects (they are filtered through many lenses), but they are widely understood to inform and indeed often to authenticate political representation.


 


   
    
	
      Type
    
	Critical Perspectives Article


 	
      Information
    
	Politics & Gender
      
            ,
            Volume 19
      
            ,
            Issue 4
      , December 2023  , pp. 1239 - 1244 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743923X22000551
     [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
      Copyright
    
	
        © The Author(s), 2023. Published by Cambridge University Press on behalf of the Women, Gender, and Politics Research Section of the American Political Science Association
      



 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)   


    
 References
  
 
        
      
 Allen, Peter. 2021. “Experience, Knowledge, and Political Representation.” Politics & Gender. Published online December 2. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743923X21000362.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Barnes, Tiffany, Beall, Victoria, and Holman, Mirya. 2021. “Pink-Collar Representation and Budgetary Outcomes in US States.” Legislative Studies Quarterly 46 (1): 119–54.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Bittner, Amanda, and Goodyear-Grant, Elizabeth. 2017. “Sex Isn’t Gender: Reforming Concepts and Measurements in the Study of Public Opinion.” Political Behavior 39 (4): 1019–41.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Burden, Barry. 2007. Personal Roots of Representation. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Butler, Judith. 1988. “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory.” Theatre Journal 40 (4): 519–31.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Chattopaddhay, Raghabendra, and Duflo, Esther. 2003. “Women as Policy Makers: Evidence from a Randomized Policy Experiment in India.” Econometrica 72 (5): 1409–43.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Crenshaw, Kimberlé. 1989. “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex.” University of Chicago Legal Forum 1: 139–67.Google Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Diamond, Irene, and Hartsock, Nancy. 1981. “Beyond Interests in Politics.” American Political Science Review 75 (3): 717–21.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Dovi, Suzanne. 2002. “Preferable Descriptive Representatives: Will Just Any Woman, Black, or Latino Do?” American Political Science Review 96 (4): 729–43.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Hochschild, Jennifer, and Weaver, Vesla Mae. 2010. “‘There’s No One as Irish as Barack O’Bama’: The Policy and Politics of American Multiracialism.” Perspectives on Politics 8 (3): 737–59.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Lemi, Danielle. 2020. “Do Voters Prefer Just Any Descriptive Representative? The Case of Multiracial Candidates.” Perspectives on Politics 19 (1): 1061–81.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Leung, Vivien. 2021. “Asian American Candidate Preferences: Evidence from California.” Political Behavior. Published online February 8. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11109-020-09673-8.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Mansbridge, Jane. 1999. “Should Blacks Represent Blacks and Women Represent Women? A Contingent ‘Yes.’” Journal of Politics 61 (3): 628–57.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Medeiros, Mike, Forest, Benjamin, and Öhberg, Patrik. 2020. “The Case for Non-binary Gender Questions in Surveys.” PS: Political Science & Politics 53 (1): 128–35.Google Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Montoya, Celeste, Bejarano, Christina, Brown, Nadia, and Gershon, Sarah Allen. 2022. “The Intersectional Dynamics of Descriptive Representation.” Politics & Gender 18 (2): 483–512.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Phillips, Anne. 1998. The Politics of Presence. Oxford: Oxford University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Piscopo, Jennifer M. 2011. “Rethinking Descriptive Representation: Rendering Women in Legislative Debates.” Parliamentary Affairs 64 (3): 448–72.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Schilt, Kristen. 2006. “Just One of the Guys? How Transmen Make Gender Visible at Work.” Gender & Society 20 (4): 465–90.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Sherer, Ilana, and Hanks, Madeleine. 2021. “Affirming Pediatric Care for Transgender and Gender Expansive Youth.” Pediatric Annals 50 (2): 65–71.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 
        
      
 Smooth, Wendy. 2006. “Intersectionality in Electoral Politics: A Mess Worth Making.” Politics & Gender 2 (3): 400–414.Google Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Stensöta, Helena Olofsdotter. 2020. “Does Care Experience Affect Policy Interests? Male Legislators, Parental Leave, and Political Priorities in Sweden.” Politics & Gender 16 (1): 123–44.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Stroumsa, Daphna. 2014. “The State of Transgender Health Care: Policy, Law, and Medical Frameworks.” American Journal of Public Health 104 (3): 31–42.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 
        
      
 Swers, Michele. 2002. The Difference Women Make: The Policy Impact of Women in Congress. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Tate, Katherine. 2001. “The Political Representation of Blacks in Congress: Does Race Matter?” Legislative Studies Quarterly 26 (4): 623–38.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Van der Haar, Marleen, and Verloo, Mieke. 2013. “Unpacking the Russian Doll: Gendered and Intersectionalized Categories in European Gender Equality Policies.” Politics, Groups, and Identities 1 (3): 417–32.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Washington, Ebonya. 2008. “Female Socialization: How Daughters Affect Their Legislator Fathers.” American Economic Review 98 (1): 311–32.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Weldon, Laurel. 2008. “Intersectionality.” In Politics, Gender and Concepts: Theory and Methodology, eds. Goertz, Gary and Mazur, Amy G.. New York: Cambridge University Press, 193–218.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Wylie, Alison. 2003. “Why Standpoint Matters.” In Science and Other Cultures: Issues in Philosophies of Science and Technology, eds. Figueroa, Robert and Harding, Sandra. New York: Routledge, 26–48.Google Scholar


 
 
        
      
 Xydias, Christina. 2014. “Women’s Rights in Germany: Generations and Gender Quotas.” Politics & Gender 10 (1): 4–32.CrossRefGoogle Scholar




 

           



 
     




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


    


 
















  
    Cited by

  




  
    
      	
          
            
              
              0
            

          
        
	
          
            
              
            

          
        


    

    
    
      
        
          
            
              
                
                  No CrossRef data available.

                

              

            

          

        
    
        
          
            
              
                
                  Google Scholar Citations

                  View all Google Scholar citations
                    for this article.
                  

                

              

            

          

        
      

    
  


  ×





    
        
            
                	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates


            

        

        
            
                	
                        
                          Additional Information
                          
  
  


  
  

                        
                        
                            
                              	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap


                              
                                Select your country preference
                              

                              
                                
                                Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe


                                
                              

                            

                            
                                    
                                        Join us online

                                        	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            
	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            
	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            
	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                              
                                              
                                            
	
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            


                                    

                            

                        

                    


            

        

        
            
                	
                        
                          Legal Information
                          
  
  


  
  

                        
                        
                            	
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                


                            	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
                                  © Cambridge University Press 2024


                                
	Back to top


                        

                    


            

        

        
            
                	
                      © Cambridge University Press 2024
                    
	Back to top


            

        


    

    


    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        
            
                

                
                    
                        
                        

                    

                

    
                
                    Cancel

                    Confirm

                

            

            ×
        

    

    
    
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
      

    


  
    Save article to Kindle

  


  
    
      
          
            To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
              Find out more about saving to your Kindle.
            

            
              Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.
            

            
              Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.
            

      

    


        
          
            Why Theorizing and Measuring Shared Experience in Descriptive Representation Is “A Mess Worth Making”


          

        

        
          
            	Volume 19, Issue 4
	
                        Christina Xydias (a1)
                    
	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743923X22000551


          

        
  


  
    
      
        
          

              
                
                    Your Kindle email address
                
                
                  
                        
                    Please provide your Kindle email.
                  

                  
                    @free.kindle.com
                    @kindle.com (service fees apply)
                  

                

              

            
              
                
                  Available formats
                
                    
                       PDF
                    
                
                
                
                  Please select a format to save.
                
              

            


            
              
                
                  
                  By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
                  Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.
                
              

            


            
            
            
            
            

          


          
          
            
              Cancel
            

            
              
                Save
              
            

          

          
        

      

    

  

  ×




  
    Save article to Dropbox

  


  
    
      
          
              To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
              Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.
          
      

    


        
          
            Why Theorizing and Measuring Shared Experience in Descriptive Representation Is “A Mess Worth Making”


          

        

        
          
            	Volume 19, Issue 4
	
                        Christina Xydias (a1)
                    
	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743923X22000551


          

        
  


  
    
      
        
          


            
              
                
                  Available formats
                
                    
                       PDF
                    
                
                
                
                  Please select a format to save.
                
              

            


            
              
                
                  
                  By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
                  Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.
                
              

            


            
            
            
            
            

          


          
          
            
              Cancel
            

            
              
                Save
              
            

          

          
        

      

    

  

  ×




  
    Save article to Google Drive

  


  
    
      
          
              To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
              Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.
          
      

    


        
          
            Why Theorizing and Measuring Shared Experience in Descriptive Representation Is “A Mess Worth Making”


          

        

        
          
            	Volume 19, Issue 4
	
                        Christina Xydias (a1)
                    
	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743923X22000551


          

        
  


  
    
      
        
          


            
              
                
                  Available formats
                
                    
                       PDF
                    
                
                
                
                  Please select a format to save.
                
              

            


            
              
                
                  
                  By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
                  Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.
                
              

            


            
            
            
            
            

          


          
          
            
              Cancel
            

            
              
                Save
              
            

          

          
        

      

    

  

  ×





  ×

  

    
      
        Reply to:
        
        Submit a response
      

      

    


    

      
      
      

      

        
          
            Title *
              
              Please enter a title for your response.
            
          

        


        
          
            Contents *
            
              
              
                    Contents help
                  
                    
                      
                      
                    
              
            
            
              
                
                  
                    
                        Close Contents help
                      
                        
                          
                          
                        
                        
                          
                          
                        
                              
                  
                

                - No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted

              

            
            Please enter your response.
          

        

      

      

      
        Your details

        

      

      

        
        
          
        
          
        
            
              First name *
                
                Please enter your first name.
              
            

        
            
              Last name *
                
                Please enter your last name.
              
            

        
            
              Email *
              
                
                
                      Email help
                    
                      
                        
                        
                      
                
              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                          Close Email help
                        
                          
                            
                            
                          
                          
                            
                            
                          
                                
                    
                  

                  Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.

                

              
              Please enter a valid email address.
            

        
          

        
          
        
            
              Occupation
                
                Please enter your occupation.
              
            

        
            
              Affiliation
                
                Please enter any affiliation.
              
            

        
          

        
        

      
      
        
      


      
        

        You have entered the maximum number of contributors

      

      

      
        Conflicting interests

        

      

      

        
          
            Do you have any conflicting interests? *
            
                  Conflicting interests help
                
                  
                    
                    
                  
            
          
          
            

              
                
                  
                      Close Conflicting interests help
                    
                      
                        
                        
                      
                      
                        
                        
                      
                            
                
              

              Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.

            

        

        
           Yes
        
        
           No
        
      

      

        More information *
          
          Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.
        

      


      


      
        
          
            
            Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


            Please accept terms of use.
          
        

      


      
        
          
            
            Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


            Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.
          
        

      

      

      
        
      

    

  





