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Cover picture
Luncheon on the Grass (1927).
Sava Sumanovic (1896-1942)

Sava Sumanovi¢, one of Serbia's
most important painters, worked
in  Paris during the 1920s.
Luncheon on the Grass (1927)
was painted shortly before the
onset of his mental illness.
Sumanovi¢  described  fighting
sadness by adopting a cheerful
tone in his work. This painting
reveals the full splendour of his colourist sensibility, showing ‘real’
figures (the painter’s self-portrait and a clothed female figure), alongside
‘imaginary’ nudes without individual characteristics. There are conflicting
views about his diagnosis. Sumanovi¢'s gallery holds that he succumbed
to mental exhaustion, whereas some art historians maintain that he
suffered from paranoid psychosis. After his first episode of mental
illness, he returned to Sid, his home town, and, during the 1930s while
recovering from a mental breakdown, he painted landscapes and
imaginary female nudes. Sumanovi¢ was killed during the Second World
War by police from the Independent State of Croatia.
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We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for
the cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures,
which should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry,
17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk
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