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• The Ralph J. Bunche Library at the U.S. Department of State was
dedicated on May 5, 1997. Bunche, who was president of the Ameri-
can Political Science Association in 1954, received his Ph.D. from
Harvard in 1934 and was the first African American to receive a doc-
torate in political science. He served as professor and chair of politi-
cal science at Howard University from 1928 through 1938 and worked
at the State Department, where he was director of the Africa Section
of the Office of Strategic Services, between 1941 and 1947. Bunche
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1950 for brokering an ar-
mistice between Israel and its Arab neighbors. Between 1958 and
1971, he served in various high-level positions at the United Nations.

• The Clinton administration has proposed that the 2000 Census and
other forms allow Americans for the first time to choose more than
one racial category in identifying themselves. It is expected that the
Office of Management and Budget will form a task force that will de-
termine how to tabulate the multiple selections. In deciding not to es-
tablish a proposed new "multiracial" category, OMB stated that "there
is no general consensus for the definition of multiracial. . . [and] it is
likely to be misunderstood by respondents, resulting in greater misre-
porting." For more information, contact the OMB Statistical Policy Of-
fice at (202) 395-3093.

• In a memorandum issued to the CIA, the Department of Defense,
and the National Archives, National Security Advisor Samuel Berger
asked for their commentary and recommendations regarding the re-
port issued by the Commission on Protecting and Reducing Govern-
ment Secrecy issued in March (see this issue of PS for the introduc-
tion to that report). The memorandum represents a show of concern
at the highest policy level for seeking action on recommended re-
forms of the nation's declassification policy. "The President wishes to
ensure that the report's recommendations and others findings are
acted upon promptly and effectively," the memorandum said.

• September 1997 marks the first stage in the transition to strategic
planning in the Federal budgeting process. Pursuant to the 1993 Gov-
ernment Performance and Results Act, all agencies are required to
prepare yearly strategic plans for what they plan to do, why they are
doing it, and how they will get it done. The reports will be submitted
to the Office of Management and budget. In addition to this yearly
"objective, quantifiable, and measurable" reporting of goals, agencies
are required to submit five-year strategic plans this month. In 2001,
the Office of Management and Budget will report to the president and
Congress on the strategic planning process and will recommend
whether to continue or discontinue the practice.

of minorities in political science
graduate programs. At the sugges-
tion of participating graduates
schools, the Spring Round was
added this year to allow more time
to recruit minority students from the
Project's listings.

The Project involves undergraduate
faculty who select minority students
within their departments who demon-

strate scholarly interest and ability to
be successful in graduate school.
These faculty talk with students about
their potential interest in graduate
school, then forward to APSA the
names of those who are interested. At
APSA, mailing labels are generated
containing the names of interested
minority students, and, in addition, a
report about the students is produced.

The report and mailing labels are then
sent to participating graduate pro-
grams for use as tools in recruiting
minority graduate students.

For more information about par-
ticipating in the Project, contact Jun
Yin at jyin@apsanet.org or Polly
Leonard at pleonard@apsanet.org.

Task Force on Civic
Education Begins Work

The Task Force on Civic Educa-
tion for the Next Century held its first
meeting March 16-19. The meeting
was hosted by Colorado College at its
Baca Retreat Center in Crestone, Col-
orado, and was organized by Leif
Carter, a Task Force member and
professor at Colorado College.

The Task Force is co-chaired by
Mel Dubnick of Rutgers University
and Jean Bethke Elshtain of the
University of Chicago. Other mem-
bers of the Task Force in attendance
were Mary Hepburn of the Univer-
sity of Georgia and Edward Thomp-
son III of California State University-
San Marcos. Also attending were
current APSA president Elinor Os-
trom, Indiana University, who ap-
pointed the Task Force and invited
guests Richard Brody, Stanford Uni-
versity, and APSA president-elect M.
Kent Jennings of the University of
California-Santa Barbara. Parker Bax-
ter represented Colorado College at
the meeting, and Sheilah Mann, APSA's
director of education and professional
development, represented APSA.

Meeting participants confirmed
the importance of political science
programs in civics education. They
examined the sources and manifesta-
tions of increased cynicism in Ameri-
can political life and the decline in
political engagement among Ameri-
can citizens. They discussed the
quality and content of civics educa-
tion in the United States. They also
agreed that civic engagement and
knowledge of politics are at a dis-
tressing low and that the develop-
ment of stronger programs in civics
education are necessary.

During the meeting, Task Force
members divided into three groups in
order to draft statements that focus on
the objectives and centrality of political
education, undergraduate education
networks and programs, and pre-college
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education networks and programs. The
statements are being revised and ed-
ited and will be published in the De-
cember 1997 issue of PS.

In their discussion, meeting partic-
ipants discussed strategies by which
political scientists could use their
research to help develop stronger
pre-college civics education pro-
grams and centered on the need for
teacher training at the pre-college
level. Participants recommended that
APSA and the regional and state
political science associations develop
professional education programs for
teachers and assist in developing
quality instructional materials in civ-
ics education.

The Task Force plans to establish
working groups on pre-college edu-
cation, experiential education, and
electronic communication and tech-
nologies in civic education. Informa-
tion and appropriate collaboration
with cognate professional organiza-
tions and the special projects on civil
society and education reform are
other Task Force activities.

Congresswoman Fowler
Defends the NEH
John Hammer, National
Humanities Alliance

Representative Tillie Fowler (R-
FL) has represented Florida's 4th
District since 1993. Now in her third
term, she has emerged as a key

Tillie Fowler

player in the ongoing fight to retain
the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH).

In recent months, she initiated
and co-sponsored with Representa-
tive John Spratt (D-SC) a letter
signed by 155 members of the House
to Appropriations Subcommittee
chair Representative Ralph Regula
(R-OH) with a concluding paragraph
reading: "Mr. Chairman, we realize
that you face many difficult funding
decisions, but we hope that you will
consider the many community bene-
fits of the humanities and provide
for an appropriate level of continued
funding. Federal funding is particu-
larly appropriate because it leverages
private dollars"—an ingeniously
vague wording that permitted many
more members to sign on than
would have been the case with a di-
rect call for increased funding or a
dollar amount.

Also, in response to Representa-
tive Steve Chabot's (R-OH) pro-
posed amendment that would have
eliminated NEH at the end of Sep-
tember 1997, she authored a "Dear
Colleague" letter headed "10 Rea-
sons to Vote No on the Chabot
Amendment and Support the Hu-
manities." The letter was circulated
hours before the decisive defeat of
the Chabot Amendment by 96 yea,
328 nay. In addition to authoring the
letter, Representative Fowler spoke
strongly and effectively on the floor
of the House and in other venues
about the value of the NEH.

Rep. Fowler, who earned a B.A.
in political science in 1964 and a
J.D. in 1967 from Emory University,
arrived in Congress with previous
experience as a Hill staffer and an
aide in the Nixon White House. Of
considerable import for her role as
defender of the NEH was her
1989-91 experience as chair of the
Florida Humanities Council. Her
emergence as a champion of the
NEH as older champions left Con-
gress came at a most propitious time
for the agency as it had been swept
up in the ongoing imbroglio sur-
rounding the National Endowment
for the Arts.

John Hammer is director of the Na-
tional Humanities Alliance, an organi-
zation of which APSA is an active
member.

Melissa Chen

APSA Congressional
Fellowship Program
Announces Winners

APSA's 1997-98 class of Congres-
sional Fellows will include 41 politi-
cal scientists, journalists, Federal
executives, and health policy profes-
sionals who participated in a nation-
wide and international competition
for the Fellowships. It is the 45th
class in program history.

The 1997-98 APSA Congressional
Fellows are:

Diane Dwyre
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