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The book is divided into four parts: part I deals with the social and cultural
aspects of drug use and also details the historical origins of opium, which has
a long association with drug abuse. This part also deals with the nature of
international action for the suppression of drug abuse until the establishment
of the League of Nations. In part II an account is given of the League ma-
chinery employed for this purpose on the basis of the agreements and conven-
tions concluded during this period. Part III is devoted to an evaluation
of the U.N. machinery in this regard. Part IV assesses the contributions of
some of the inter-governmental (e.g., INTERPOL) and international non-gov-
ernmental organisations concerned with the elimination of illicit trade and
traffic in drugs. Finally, an attempt has been made to examine the present
state of legal order in this area of international law.
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Paisson deals on a comparative basis with choice of law for capacity to marry
and other substantive conditions of marriage. While emphasis is placed on
American, English, Continental European — particularly French, German and
Italian - and Scandinavian Law, attention is also given to other national legal
systems as well as to international conventions touching the subject. The
book surveys the extensive legislative, judicial and doctrinal material, lays a
solid comparative basis for future reform work, and provides a useful tool for
future research.
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The first book on the subject since 1932, it is based on the suggestion that
interim protection is a "general principle of law recognized by civilized
nations". It introduces a new comparative methodology for inquiring into
"general principles" which is then applied to interim protection. The author
shows interim protection to be not just a rule of judicial procedure but a
fundamental technique in the pacific settlement of disputes both municipally
and internationally, with applicability to such diverse problems as environ-
mental protection and the Iran hostage crisis.
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