
PREFACE 

The First International Congress of Twin Studies was conceived 
as closing the year of the twentieth anniversary of the founda
tion of the Mendel Institute of Rome - the year which opened 
whith the Congress of Neurogenetics, 25-28 September 1973. 
In fact, the Mendel Institute was inaugurated on 6-7 September 
1953, and with a Symposium on Twin Studies. 
Meanwhile, Acta Geneticae Medicae et Gemellologiae, our interna
tional journal which preceded the Institute's foundation, has 
become twenty-two years old. I t is the only journal officially 
devoted to the study of twins in the field of genetics, and it has 
served as a stimulus and point of reference to those who have 
carried forward the research which has eventually led to the 
present Congress. 
The significance of this Congress depends not only on its 
novelty, but especially on the number and quality of scientific 
contributions, as shown by the reports listed on the program. 
The present special issue of our journal contains the abstracts 
of these contributions, coming from 27 countries and which 
together constitute a panorama of knowledge at once rich 
and stimulating. 
In presenting it to the members of the Congress and the sub
scribers to Acta Geneticae Medicae et Gemellologiae, I express the 
hope that it will be a useful tool for the Congress to leave behind 
it, and in order to prepare for the future of twin studies. I 
particularly wish to thank Professor Paolo Parisi, the Secretary 
General of the Congress and the Acting Editor of the journal, 
who saw to its preparation and editing. 
Acta Geneticae Medicae et Gemellologiae, which is about to come 
out with two single numbers respectively dedicated to the Pro
ceedings of a Warsaw Symposium on Multiple Pregnancy 
(1972) and the Rome Neurogenetics Congress (1973), joins 
the Organizing Committee in wishing the Congress a pleasant 
stay and fruitful results. 

LUIGI GEDDA 

Rome, October 1974 
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