
REPORTS AND COMMENTS

Research into smoking
It has been known for many years that cigarettes are bad for the health. This knowledge has
been largely acquired from epidemiological studies in the human population - where it is
suggested that, in the UK alone, over 100,000 smokers die every year as a result of their
habit.

The anti-vivisectionist movement has long believed that there is no justification in carrying
out experiments to study the effects of cigarette smoke on live animals, when the human
epidemiological evidence is so clear and where the prevention of the problem (ie to stop
smoking!) is so obvious.

As part of their campaign against smoking experiments, the British Union for the
Abolition of Vivisection (BUAV) has produced a technical report on the use of animals in
smoking and tobacco research. The document which is based on the examination of recent
literature published worldwide and an undercover investigation in Japan, addresses several
relevant areas, for example experiments on passive smoking, on 'smokeless' cigarettes (that
heat but do not bum tobacco), on the current situation in the UK and on animal studies on
nicotine patches.

The case is made that there is, perhaps, more tobacco/smoke experimentation going on
than is generally known about. In the UK, for instance, all applications for licences to use
animals in experiments involving tobacco are supposed to be referred to the Animal
Procedures Committee (APC) - the statutory advisory committee to the Home Office
minister responsible for running the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986. In 1993,
after several years of low figures, the official Home Office statistics on animal use recorded
no procedures for safety testing on tobacco. It is suggested in the Report, however, that
some tobacco related work may not be recorded in the tobacco experiments statistic as it is
being classified as environmental pollution research. The point is also made that the APC
only receives referrals of applications for tobacco research if the experiments are to be
carried out on conscious animals ie there may be other tobacco experiments carried out on
unconscious animals and so these are not being considered by the APC.

This Report will probably be criticized by the scientific community as being somewhat
selective in its presentation, but at least it does draw attention to possible anomalies in the
classification and control of the use of animals in smoking and tobacco research in the UK.
Dying for a Smoke: A BUAV Special Report into the Use of Animals in Smoking and
Tobacco Research. Donal Crawford (1995). British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection
(BUAV): London. 37pp. Paperback. Obtainable from the publishers, 16a Crane Grove,
London N7 8LB, UK.

Protection of birds
Over the years there has been much UK, European and International legislation which has,
directly or indirectly, had an influence on the protection of wild birds. Some of this
legislation is aimed at conserving rare species or controlling the shooting of the so-called
game birds. Some indirectly help bird conservation by protecting certain habitats or by
controlling, in a more general sense, rural development and land usage.

The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and the Environmental Law Department of
Simmons & Simmons (one of the largest law firms in the UK) have worked together to
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produce a most useful and detailed publication on the legal measures for the protection of
birds in the United Kingdom.

Following an introduction to birds and their habitats, the booklet covers the four
international conventions ie Ramsar (1971) on wetlands of international importance, CITES
(1973) on international trade in endangered species, Bonn (1979) on migratory species and
Berne (1979) on conservation of habitats.

There is then a section on the European legislation ie the Directive on the Conservation
of Wild Birds (79/409/EEC), the Regulation on the Designation of Environmentally Sensitive
Areas (797/85) and the Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna
and Flora (92/43/EEC).

The next piece covers the threats to bird survival in Britain and considers such matters
as changes in land use, pollution, and killing or disturbance by man.

The last main section covers the UK's Wildlife and Countryside Acts 1981 and 1985, the
Agriculture Act 1986 and the Land Drainage Act 1994. There is much emphasis on
planning control, environmental impact assessment and development plans. It ends with a
look at future legislation.

The booklet, which contains a number of colour photographs, has at the back some 21
tables and figures containing a vast amount of species and habitat specific information.

This is a carefully prepared and well-produced document. The authors, the BTO and
Simmons & Simmons have, between them, rendered a real service to the bird conservation
and animal welfare communities.
Ruffled Feathers and Worse - an outline of the legal measures for the protection of birds
in the United Kingdom. James Fitzgerald and Nick Carter. (No date: but 1995). British
Trust for Ornithology: Thetford, and Simmons & Simmons: London. 72pp, A4 bound
booklet. Obtainable from BTO, The National Centre for Ornithology, The Nunnery,
Thetford, Norfolk IP24 2PU, UK. Price £5.95 including postage.

Live animal exports
December 1994 and January 1995 saw a significant increase in demonstrations against the
live export of sheep and calves at several ports and airfields all over the UK. These
demonstrations followed the decision by some of the larger ferry companies to 'ban' the
carrying of sheep and calves; a decision which has since been deemed illegal and reversed
by the High Court. Nevertheless, the welfare of these animals is now firmly in the public
eye and there is great pressure on the livestock industry to reduce the number of animals
exported live to mainland Europe for 'immediate' slaughter or further fattening and
slaughter.

Aware of this, the Meat and Livestock Commission (MLC) has produced this short report
which examines the economic implications of a significant reduction in live exports for the
UK meat and livestock industry. The report steers clear of the more emotive aspects of the
live export issue, but it does state in the introduction that live exports are legal and also
emphasizes the important financial contribution they have made to the meat and livestock
industry in recent years. It also states that the MLC supports the highest welfare standards
in livestock production systems.
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