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THE JUDGEMENT ON FREDDIE 
On the 26/11/76 in the Supreme Court of Northern 
Australia, Judge Forster summed up in the matter of 
Freddie, an aboriginal boy for whom an application 
for adoption was made by an American couple 
presently living in Australia. The Judge explains the 
reason why the application failed. 

A COMMENT ON FREDDIE 
Neville Turner the Senior Lecturer in Law at 
Monash University concludes that the court found in 
the best interests of Freddie. 

PERSPECTIVES ON ASSESSMENT OF ADOP
TION 
This paper reports the response of six couples who 
were interviewed following adoption assessment. 

THE PROBLEM OF JUDGEMENT IN ADOP
TION SOCIAL WORK 
Diana Close looks at some existing practices in 
adoption social works, and believes that some prac
tices are "inadequate, unjust, and diametrically op
posed to acknowledged professional ethics and 
values". 

LAYING DOWN THE LAW 
Richard Chisolm begins a new feature in the journal 
— one of his intentions is to help dymythologise the 
law and to open discussion on some contemporary 
issue. 

REPORT ON CHILD MALTREATMENT 
WORKSHOP 
Rae Mathews — Pediatrician, makes a report on the 
recently completed Child Maltreatment Workshop 
and includes some criticisms regarding the lack of 
services available. 

Extracts of interest from Molly Dyer's recent trip to 
Canada and U.S.A. are included — Molly Dyer is 
the Secretary of the Aboriginal Legal Service. 

Mrs Sheila Bignell replies to the Judge Emmerson 
article on the history of Child Welfare in Victoria 
published in the March Journal. 
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book underlined; publisher; page reference, if appropriate. 
Articles: Author's name and initials; date of publication (in brackets); title of 
article; abbreviated title of journal underlined; volume and number. 
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pressed by contributors. 
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Lett restore the Balance. 

Photo by courtesy of Vivian Jenkins and Cleo 

It's not a question of charity. 
It is a matter of justice. 
A handful of rich nations-ours among them-consuminq 
most of the world's resources. 
The rest . . . two thirds of the world . . . some three billion 
human beings . . . living lives plagued by hunger and disease 
and deprived of basic necessities. 
The have's and the have-not's. On a global scale. 

You can help restore the balance. 
Through Foster Parents Plan you can do something. No, you 
will not change the world. But you will be assisting a family 
towards the self sufficiency that is their due as human 
persons. 
We have no political or religious affiliations. Our sole pur
pose is to help people in the developing nations to help 
themselves through the support of those who care. 
Do you care? Enough to help? 
You can sponsor a family in Latin America, Asia or Africa 
It will cost you $14.50 a month. This contribution provides 
the family with vital counselling, guidance and encourage
ment from an indigenous social worker. It provides some 
financial support, medical care, health education and 
vocational training. 
It is small assistance by our standards. Yet it lays a founda
tion for future progress by the family's own efforts. 
Our objective: not dependency, but initiative and self-
reliance. 
Person to person help. 
You will be put in touch with the family and kept informed of 
its progress. One of the children (the "Foster Child") will 

write to you regularly. It need not be just a matter of dollars 
and cents. 
There can be personal interest and personal involvement. 
Perhaps you cannot commit yourself to full sponsorship. 
Then just send what you can. It will be put to good use in 
family, community self-help projects and co-operatives. 
Foster Parents Plan of Australia is currently at work in 
Ethiopia, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti, Peru, 
Indonesia (Bali & Yogyakarta), Republic of Korea and the 
Philippines. 

Please sign here . . . and help restore the balance. 

Foster Parents Plan of Australia 
Established internationally in 1937 

36 Park St., South Melbourne, Vic, 3205. Phone 6991200 (STD 03) 
N.S.W. Office-P.O. Box 250, Randwick, N.S.W., 2031. 
I/We wish to sponsor a child and family lor one year or more. 

Country preferred (if any) Foster Child 
should be a boy/girl 
Payment will be made $14.50 $43.50 $87.00 $174.00 

Monthly Quarterly Half-yearly Yearly 

Enclosed $ 

I/We would like to know more about sponsorship 
I/We cannot 'sponsor' a foster family but would like to help 

Contribution enclosed for $ 

Name (Individual or Group) 

Address 

Postcode Phone No 

C A U / F P P •* 
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