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  Summary
 Words can and do change. Social reform often goes hand in hand with linguistic reform. Introducing words like sexism and sexual harassment has allowed feminist thinkers and activists to uncover patterns of attitudes, behavior, and institutions that supported men’s control of women and made men into default people. Black women, realizing that identities intertwine, have introduced intersectionality and words like womanism and misogynoir to develop their insights. But it’s not just new words. Evolving insights into racial injustice have led many to rethink words like racism, but conflict over racial matters persists and often emerges in disputes over interpreting racism. Changing attitudes towards women and LGBTQ people have affected what courts and ordinary people take rape to mean. Recognition of gender nonbinarism and of gender instability has meant that he and shecan no longer be assumed sufficient for third-person reference to individual people. Some rejecting gender binaries as well as transgender people have begun announcing their own preferences for how others should refer to them pronominally, with singular they, a nonbinary option, among the possible PGPs (preferred gender pronouns). Users of ASL (American Sign Language) also sometimes ‘reform’ signs, rejecting suggestions that these changes are mere euphemisms.
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