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Secondly, Drs Bamrah & MacKay did not make
it clear if they restricted their review to psychoses
associated with all karyotypic types of TS or to 45
XOonly.Inadditiontothesevencasestheyfoundin
the literature, I amawareofthree others:Beumont&
Mayou(197l); Kolb & Heaton (1975);and Money &
Mittenthal (1970).Two of thesecasesweremosaics
and may not havebeenincluded for that reason.

Thirdly, the literature also contains four casesof
TS associatedwith affective disorder of psychotic
proportions: psychotic depressive reaction, endogen
ous depression and two cases of manic-depressive
illness (Fishbain & Vilasuso, 1981). Some of these
caseswere also mosaics.

Finally, if psychotic reactions are uncommon
among TS patients, then the prevalence of TS within
schizophrenic females or females in mental insti
tutions should be lower than that in a pool of new
born girls, where the prevalence of negative sex
chromation is 0.05% (Akesson& Olanders, 1969).
Two studiesfound noTS in largenumbersof mental
hospitals (MacLean eta!, 1968)or chronic psychotic
females (Anders et a!, 1968). Another two studies
(Akesson& Olanders,1969;Kaplan & Cotton, 1968)
found 0.03% and 0.4% prevalence of TS among
mental hospital and schizophrenic women respect
ively. The one TS patient identified by Akesson &
Olanders was an XO while all three identified by
Kaplan & Cotton were mosaics. These studies in
directly support Drs Bamrah & MacKay's conten
tion that the â€œ¿�absenceof an X chromosomewould
confer some immunity from major psychiatric ill
nessâ€•.However, it appears that immunity may not be
conferred on a TS mosaic. This is the reason why the
issueof mosaicism is important to this research area.

DAVID A. FISHBAIN
ComprehensivePainandRehabilitationCenter
600 Alton Road
Miami Beach,FL
33139 USA

References

MACLEAN, N., COURT, W. N., JACOBS, P. A. et al(1968)A survey of
sex chromation abnormalities in mental hospitals. Journal of
MedicalGenetics,5, 165â€”172.

Mor'iay, 3. & MrI-rENTHAL,S. (1970) Lack ofpersonality pathology
in Turner's syndrome: relation to cytogenetics,hormonesand
physique.BehaviorGenetics,I, 43â€”56.

Aggressiveness, anxiety and drugs

SIR:The briefarticle by Kirov on this topic (Journal,
December 1989, 155, 846) draws attention to a link
between aggressive behaviour and anxiety, and de
rives a general principle that anxiolytic drugs may be
expected to have an anti-aggressive effect. An early
review of the effect of drugs on violent behaviour
(Goldstein, 1974) found little encouragement for the
use of anxiolytic or tranquillising drugs. I have had
the opportunity to review more recent literature
(Conacher, 1988) in which favourable results have
been reported for some classesof drugs, that are not,
however, all noted to possessa direct anxiolytic ef
fect. A hypothesishasbeenadvancedthat the effect
of thesedrugs is mediated through a serotoninergic
system(Editorial, 1987).

Paradoxical reactions to tranquillisers have long
beenrecognised,but there is too little known about
theseto confidently assertthat they ariseout of â€˜¿�an
abnormal terrain' suchasa previouslydamagedcen
tral nervous system. In institutional environments
wherecrowded conditions prevail, benzodiazepines
should probably be regarded as contra-indicated in
the treatment of aggression. Clinical experience sup
ports empirical evidence that other drugs can be
more effective in selectedcases.

Regional Treatment Centre
Kingston Penitentiary
P0 Box 22
Kingston, Ontario
Canada K7L 4 V7

G. N. CONACHER

AJc.ESSoN, H. 0. & OLANDERS, S. (1969) Frequency of negative sex
chromationamongwomenin mentalhospitals.HwnanHeredity.
19,43â€”47.

A!'mERs,3. M., JAGIELL0,G., PoL@n,P. E. et a! (1968)Chromo
somefindings in chronic psychotic patients. British Journal of
Psychiatry,114,1167â€”1174.

BEUMoNT, P.3. V. & MAYOU, R. (1971)Schizophrenia and XO/XX/
XXX mosaicism.British Journalof Psychiatry,118,349-350.

Fisim.a@mi,D. A. & VILA.suso,A. (1981)Manic-depressiveillness
associatedwith Turner's syndrome mosaicism.Journal of Ner
vousandMental Diseases,169,459â€”461.

KAPLAN, A. R. & CoTroN, J. E. (1968) Journal of Nervous and
Mental Diseases,147,402-417.

KOLB,3. E. & HEATON,R. K. (1975) Lateralization neurologicdefi
citsand psychopathologyin a Turner syndromepatient. Archives
of GeneralPsychiatry,32, 1198â€”1200.

References
CONACHER, G. N. (1988) Pharmacotherapy of the aggressive adult

patient. International Journal of Lawand Psychiatry, 11,205â€”212.
Editorial (1987) Serotonin, suicidal behaviour and impulsivity.

LancetII, 949â€”950.
GOLDSTEIN, M. (1974) Brain research and violent behaviour.

Archivesof Neurology,30, 1â€”35.

Auditory hallucinations during oculogyric crises

SIR: Auditory hallucinationsduring oculogyric
crises,reportedby Chiu & Rogers (Journal,July
1989,155, 110â€”113and October 1989, 155,569â€”570),
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