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Wessa <Wolfson
CHP. THE CONVERSATIONAL HISTORICAL
PRESENT IN AMERICAN ENGLISH NARRATIVE
TOPICS IN SOCIOLINGUISTICS
Edited by: Nessa Wolfson and Marinel Gerritsen

This study presents a new analysis of the Conversational Historical Present (CHP)
as it functions in contemporary narratives in American English It shows that the
use of CHP itself is not the significant fact, since this form, like other uses of the
"present tense" in English is timeless and without a semantic value of its own
Rather, it is the alternation between CHP and past tense forms which isthe relevant
feature. Moreover, the conversational use of CHP is found in a genre which Wolfson
terms a performed story, analogous to a theatrical performance by the narrator,
and characterized by performance features including the use of dialogue, asides,
expressive sounds, repetitions, and the acting out of events with the help of gest-
ures, movement and sound effects.
Wolfsons study brings into focusthecrucial interaction of linguistic constraints on
the use of CHP. such as sequence of tenses in coordinated clauses, and non-oc-
rrence in subordinate clauses introduced by when, with vital interactional varia-
es. including speaker assessment of appropriateness for a particular audience.
The study includes a discuss ion. int he light of the foregoing analysisof CHP use. of
the limitations of conventional sociolinguistic field methods, and their reliance on
structured interviews CHP is strikingly rare in the speech considered appropriate
in these contexts. In place of the proposed equivalence of naturalness with unself-
conscious speech. Wolfson offers an equivalence of naturalness and appropriate
speech, noting that in highly structured speech situations, selfconsciousness may
be both appropriate and natural. It follows that speech is best observed through the
use of techniques of inconspicuous observation The methodological implications
as well as the substantive findings make this study a turning point in the develop-
ment of sociolinguistics.

1982-Vol. 1-132 pages.
Price: Bound Dll. 59,—/US $29.50

Paper Ofl. 39,—/US$19.50
ISBN 90 70176 610
ISBN 90 70176 60 2

ORDER NOW direct from the publisher or through your regular
bookseller.

Foris Publications Holland
P.O. Box 509 - 3300 AM Dordrecht
Distributors for the U S A and Canada
FORIS PUBLICATIONS U.S.A.
P.O. Box C-50 - Cinnaminson N.J. 08077
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The Sociolinguistics of Society
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Written by a leading exponent of the subject, this introduction to the sociology of language covers
such topics as social multilingualism. diglossia, language choice, language maintenance and shift,
language planning and stratification and the use of language in education. It deals too with
qualitative and quantitative methods of analysing language in society.
352 pages, hardback £25.00 <0 63i 13385 2)
paperback £8.50 i063ii3462X)

The Language of Children
and Adolescents
The Acquisition of Sociolinguistic Competence
SUZANNE ROMAINE

This book examines the transition from childhood to adult forms of language, and is concerned
with the ways in which children acquire the social rules of language and communication. It shows
how children, particularly between the ages of five and fifteen, become fully fledged members of
the adult speech community by acquiring the sociolinguistic rules for the use of linguistic
variables.
320 pages, hardback £22.50 (0 631 12927 8)
paperback £8.50 (0 631 1292861

Language, the Sexes and Society
PHILIP M. SMITH

This is a completely new approach to understanding relations between the sexes through the study
of language, speech and communication. It argues that the preoccupation with the description of
sex differences in language and sex research has led linguists and psychologists to neglect
processes underlying the construction of these differences in society.
224 pages, hardback £17.50 (0631 111115)
paperback £6.50 (0 631 13752 4)

The Language of Advertising
TORBEN VESTERGAARD and KIM SCHRODER

We are confronted with advertisements almost wherever we look, working in subtle ways to
persuade us to accept the way of life as they see it and our needs as they perceive them. This book
is a revealing study of the strategies of persuasion advertising uses and the crucial underlying
assumptions it makes.
208 pages, hardback £19.50 (0631 19741 xi
paperback £7.50 (0631 127437)

Modern Englishes
Pidgins and Creoles
LORETO TODD

A much-needed introduction to English-based pidgins and Creoles, giving a clear picture of their
historical and sociolinguistic background, vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar, and of the
people who use them. Drawing on a wide range of local usage, the book focuses in detail on two
languages - Cameroon Pidgin and Tok Pisin.
Published in association with Andre Deutsch
302 pages, hardback £22.50 (0 631 13655 xi
paperback £8.50 (0631 136588)

Basil Blachwell
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