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In the original publication of this review, the author of the book being reviewed, Marcus
Plested, was spelled incorrectly, as Markus Plested in the title and opening paragraph.

The original review has been updated to show the correct name.
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The Inner Life of Catholic Reform: From the Council of Trent to the Enlightenment is a
welcome and enlightening book. Lehner successfully demonstrates that early modern
Catholic Reform should be understood in terms of the inner renewal of the church
and the theological and spiritual motivations of Catholic reformers. Lehner notes that
‘many recent studies of Catholic Reform have emphasized how new institutions, new
forms of discipline, and some major figures brought about ecclesial improvement, but
generally left out the spiritual motives for their actions’ (p. 1). According to Lehner
one of the principal problems of the notion of Catholic Reform is that the term ‘reform’
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