
1

Descartes9 Conversation
with Burman
Translated with introduction and commentary by
John Cottingham
The Conversation with Burman is a comprehensive and
detailed interview in which Descartes is closely questioned
about some of the most central problems in his philosophy.
This translation is based on the original Latin manuscript, and
the introduction and commentary examine the significance of
Descartes' answers for an interpretation of his philosophy. £6.50

Plato's Universe
Gregory Vlastos

1 Professor Vlastos discusses the impact of the Greek discovery
of the 'cosmos' on man's perception of his place in the

, universe. Starting with the Presocratics he describes the
intellectual revolution that began with the cosmogonies of
Thales, Anaximander, and Anaximenes in the sixth century
B.C. and culminated a century later in the atomist system of

f Leucippus and Democritus. In a detailed analysis of the
1 astronomical and physical theories of the Timaeus the author
3 demonstrates Plato's role in the reception and transmission of
i the discovery of the cosmos. £3.75

: > Moral Reasoning and Truth
> , Thomas D. Perry
I Can moral judgement be justified by rational argument?
, ; Professor Perry sets out here to break the deadlock reached
[ over this question by the two rival 'schools' of prescriptivism
f and ethnical naturalism. He shows that there is an over-all
, 'point' to moral reasoning, though not to moral preference,
. > and shows how the notion of moral truth can be preserved. £6.50

\ Aristotle's Posterior Analytics
I Translated with notes by Jonathan Barnes
• The Posterior Analytics contains some of Aristotle's most
1 influential thought in logic, epistemology, metaphysics, and the

. ' philosophy of science. The first book expounds and develops
: the notions of a demonstrative argument and of a formal,
> I axiomatized science: the second discusses a cluster of problems
' raised by the axioms or principles of such a science, and
1 I investigates in particular the theory of definition. £7 paper
1 covers £3 Clarendon Aristotle Series
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SENTIENCE
Wallace I. Matson

Professor Matson's newest work sets itself an interesting task: "Man need
not be degraded to a machine by being denied to be a ghost in a machine",
Gilbert Ryle has said. "He might, after all, be a sort of animal, namely, a
higher mammal. There has yet to be ventured the hazardous leap to the
hypothesis that perhaps he is a man."

Wallace Matson has made the venture. Even though he finds no valid
objection to the conception of mind as nothing over and above functioning
of the nervous system, he argues that nevertheless no existing or imagined
machine models the nature of that function. Sentience is not just reception
of information; it is what he calls "sizing up"—picking out of a situation
those features that are more important, apperceiving the whole which they
compose, relating this whole to the creature's interest, and deciding what to
do about it. Finally he shows how sizing up makes possible free action in
the positive sense of action to which conscious deliberation makes a
difference.

160 pages £5.15

PHILOSOPHICAL
HERMENEUTICS

Hans-Georg Gadamer
Translated and edited by David E. Linge

Professor Gadamer's hermeneutics seeks to study the fundamental condi-
tions underlying the phenomenon of understanding in all its modes,
scientific and nonscientific alike. Its field of application extends to any
encounter with meanings that are not immediately understandable but
require interpretative effort. This selection of thirteen of his essays offers a
rare philosophical feast. Included are "The Universality of the Herme-
neutical Problem"; "On the Scope and Function of Hermeneutical
Reflection"; "On the Problem of Self-Understanding"; "Man and
Language"; "The Nature of Things and the Language of Things";
"Semantics and Hermeneutics"; "Aesthetics and Hermeneutics"; "The
Philosophical Foundations of the Twentieth Century"; "The Phenomeno-
logical Movement"; "The Science of the Life-World"; and three essays on
the thought of Heidegger. David Linge's introduction establishes an
elegant framework for Gadamer's views.

275 pages £13.00

University of California Press
2-4 Brook Street, London Wl
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Issues in the
Philosophy of
Language
Proceedings of the 1972 Oberlin
Colloquium in Philosophy
Alfred F. MacKay and Daniel D. Merrill,
editors
The papers and commentaries collected
here are a productive and informative
contribution to contemporary philosophy.
Major contributors are Alan Ross Ander-
son, Fred Sommers, David Shwayder,
Robert Stalnaker, Charles Landesman,
and Zeno Vendler; with Lawrence Powers,
Jay Rosenberg, and Charles Caton serving
as commentators. $12.50

Hegel's Dialectics
Five Hermeneutical Studies
Hans-Georg Gadamer
Translated and with an introduction by
P. Christopher Smith
These five essays on Hegel give the
English-speaking reader a long-awaited
opportunity to read the work of one of
Germany's most distinguished philoso-
phers, Hans-Georg Gadamer. Gadamer's
unique hermeneutic method will have a
lasting effect on Hegel studies. $10.00

Psychiatry and the
Humanities
Volume r

Joseph Smith, M.D., editor
The first in a series of volumes applying
the insights and methodologies of psycho-
analysis to the humanities. In this book,
fix humanists and five psychoanalysts
Dover a wide range of topics including art,
literature, philosophy, language, mysti-
tism. ethics, truth, healing, and creativity.

f

A New Language
for Psychoanalysis
Roy Schafer
A provocative and brilliant book offering
a radical reconceptualization of Freudian
metapsychology. Schafer proposes a new
language for psychoanalysis, freed from
the ambiguities and biases of mechanistic
theory. He presents a philosophically
oriented view of the person as agent, one
who does things for reasons and creates his
or her own experiences. $20.00

Essential Works of
Socialism
Irving Howe, editor
The authoritative one-volume anthology
of major socialist writings, is now once
more available. Offering a historical per-
spective of democratic socialism from
Marx to contemporary writers, it is the
essential resource for understanding
socialist thought, c. $20.00 p. $8.95

Now available in paperback

The Practice of
Death
Eike-Henner W. Kluge
"There are six chapters in the book:
abortion, suicide, euthanasia, infanticide,
senicide, and morality and the practice of
death.... The purpose of the book is to
examine critically the representative posi-
tions held in society about the matters of
life and death in each of the issues cov-
ered. . . . This book serves as a philosophi-
cal survey of the practical ethical problems
that trouble our society."—Review of
Books and Religion c. $10.00 p. $3.95

Yale
Yale University Press
New Haven and London
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BASIL BLACKWELL & PHILOSOPHY

Modal Thinking
ALAN R. WHITE

In this sustained analysis of the grammar of modal words, Professor White shows
that failure to perceive relevant grammatical points has resulted in serious mis-
interpretations. Cutting across the entire range of philosophical categories the book
marks a significant advance in the discussion of many perennial problems in
philosophy.
£5.00 net

Will, Freedom and Power
ANTHONY KENNY

The aim of this book is to profit by the works of other authors on the theory of
volition and to improve and modify an earlier idea set out in Action, Emotion and Will
and to apply them to the presentation and development of a theory of free will which
will attempt to reconcile contrasting philosophical traditions and combine them with
contemporary insights.
£6.00 net

Philosophy of Logic
Edited by STEPHAN K5RNER

Contributors to this discussion on philosophy of logic are: J. P. Cleave, Michael
Dummett, Frederic B. Fitch, Robert J. Fogelin, P. T. Geach, R. Giles, Ian Hacking,
Jaakko Hintikka, Czeslaw Lejewski, John McDowell, Ruth B. Marcus, Timothy C.
Potts, Dag Pravitz, Dana Scott, T. J. Smiley and David Wiggins.
£7.50 net

Methodological Pragmatism
NICHOLAS RESCHER

This book revolves around the problem of the legitimation of factual knowledge
about what goes on in the world. It addresses itself to the question: What sort of
legitimative backing does our 'knowledge' in this area have—how can we tell that
what we claim to know about the world is actually genuine knowledge?
About £10.00 net (publication: June 1976)

Religion Without Explanation
D. Z. PHILLIPS

Can religious belief be explained away ? Is it the product of ignorance, emotional
stress, illusions or social pressures? If we bejieve that any attempt to argue to the
reality of God from the reality of the world is doomed to failure, are not these the
obvious explanations why people have come to believe in God? Religion Without
Explanation questions these assumptions which have been influenced, directly or
indirectly, by the works of Hume, Tylor, Frazer, Marett, Freud, Feuerbach and
Durkheim and considers other possibilities.
About £6.00 net (publication April 1976)

BASEL BLACKWELL • PUBLISHER • OXFORD
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