
T H E VAUG H AN L EW I S G L AC I E R , J UNEAU I CEF I E LD , 
ALAS K A 

THE Vaughan Lewis Glacier is one of the more striking glaciers in the J uneau I cefie ld 0[' 

Alaska. It lies in lat. 580 50' N. , long. [340 17' W., a t the head ora great canyon extending 
30 miles (48 km. ) in land from the northern end of Alaska's " inside passage", about 36 miles 
(58 km. ) nor th-north-east of the town of Juneau (Fig. [ ) ; the glacier trends generall y north-
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Fig. I. Sketch map of the J Ulleau Icefield and vicinity showing the situation of the Vaughan Lewis Glacier south of M ount 
Nesselrode and near lhe boundary. between Alaska and Canada. (B,y courtesy of Maynard 1'1'1. Miller) 

westward for approximately 3 ' 5 mil es (5.6 km .) to an ice fa ll where it j oins the Gilkey 
Glacier. 

T his glacier is remarka ble fo r the magni ficent Forbes-type ba nds displayed on its surface 
(Fig. 2), a nd these a re considered to be the finest in Alaska . It is fed by the highest major 
neve on the Juneau Icefield (technica ll y, in the A laska-Canad a Boundary Range) , a nd in its 
vicinity are the m ain northern research facilities of the J uneau I cefield R esearch Program. 
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THE VA lj GHAN L EW I S G LA C I ER 

Fig. 2. T he Vaughan Lewis Glacier. (Photograph by i\lfay nard M. Miller; reproduced by collrle~v oJ the Editor oJ Geotime; ) 

Between 1958 and 196 1 a g roup of eight buildings was erected at the 7,000 ft. (2, 134 m .) level , 
near this g lacier, to serve as the headquarters of the Glaciological Institute. Since W. Vaughan 
Lewis was to have been the first Visiting Professo r of the G laciologica l Institute and working 
in the Juneau Icefi eld , it is most fitting that this glacier has been nam ed a fter him. 

The Board on Geogra phic Names, United States D epartmen t of the Interior, has approved 
for Federal use the place-name Va ugha n Lewis G lacier, which has been published in D ecision 
List 6203. 

(From information provided by Dr. Maynard M. Mi ll er. ) 
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