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WILLIAM HENRY DINES 

1855—1927. 

William Henry Dines, an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society, 
was one of the leading authorities on the upper air, to the study of which he 
devoted a great part of his life. The exploration of the upper air was carried out 
by Mr. Dines mainly by the use of kites. Before 1900 Mr. Dines had become 
widely known as a meteorologist in connection with his work on the pressure of 
winds, and from his work came the pressure tube anemometer, which marked a 
very definite advance in the measurement of wind. Mr. Dines made nearly all his 
own instruments, among which may be mentioned the anemometer, sunshire 
recorder, barograph, thermograph, kite and balloon meteorographs and instru
ments for measuring solar and terrestrial radiation. 

Mr. Dines became a member of the Royal Meteorological Society in 1881 
and its President in 1901 and 1902. It was in his first year as President that he 
was elected an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society. In 1905 he 
was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. Since he .became an Honorary Fellow 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society, Mr. Dines wrote a number of important articles 
for the Journal, including " The Practical Application of Meteorology to Aero
nautics " in 1911, a subject on which he also lectured before the Society in 1918. 

Himself the son of a meteorologist, Mr. Dines leases two sons, both of 
whom are on the staff of the Meteorological Office. He leaves behind him a record 
of achievement which is not yet fully known or adequately appreciated, due largely 
t o his own retiring disposition. 

SIR MACKENZIE DALZIEL CHALMERS 

1847-1927. 

Sir Mackenzie Dalziel Chalmers, who died on December 22nd, 1927, was a 
great public servant. Born on February 7th, 1847, he was the son of the Rev. 
F . S. Chalmers, D . D J , who served some twenty years in the army before he 
took holy orders. He w*s educated at King 's College, London, and Trinity 
College, Oxford. After leaving Oxford he entered the Indian Civil Service and 
served in India until 1872, when he returned home to practise at the Bar. He 
was County Court Judge at Birmingham from 1884 to 1896, when he returned to 
India as the Law Member of the Viceroy's Council. He left India again in 1899 
to become Assistant Parliamentary Counsel to the Treasury, and from 1903 to 
1908 he was the Permanent Under-Secretary of the Home Office. He was 
created C.S.I, in 1898, C.B. in 1904 and K.C.B. in 1906. 

Such is a brief, but not exhaustive, record of the achievements of a distin
guished man who during the closing years of his life was an honoured member 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society, and took an active interest in its affairs. It is 
difficult to say what first drew him to the Society, unless it was the natural instinct 
of one whose mind never aged to associate himself with a modern enterprise which, 
above all others, depends on youth for its practical success. Certainly he had 
had some previous, and not altogether pleasant, association with aeronautics as a 
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member of the W a r Risks Aircraft Insurance Committee, and we can imagine 
him turning with relief in 1918 from the destructive to the constructive effects of 
the advance of science. The Council of 1918 took a wise step in co-opting him 
a member soon after his election to the Society. He served continuously on the 
Council until September, 1927, when he resigned to make way for a member of 
the Institution of Aeronautical Engineers on the amalgamation of the two 
societies. Wise in counsel, always helpful, and always amusing, he was an ideal 
member of Council. There must be many of his younger colleagues who look 
back over the past nine years and wonder at their temerity in putting forward 
views on the drafting of rules and regulations before one who was an acknow
ledged master of the intricacies of such subjects. They need have no misgivings; 
though something of a cynic by reputation, there was no trace of cynicism in 
Sir Mackenzie's attitude towards a younger generation for whose opinions he had 
a genuine respect, and for whose deeds a profound, indeed exaggerated admira
tion. He leaves behind him in the Society a record of unselfish service and quiet 
generosity, and a gap that cannot be filled. 
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