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The international trade in hazardous and radioactive
waste to developing countries with inadequate infra-
structure and lenient environmental laws has grown
during recent decades and has been the target of
public opposition in both developed and developing
countries. The book contains a comprehensive analy-
sis of the pertinent international legislation, as well as
a comparative analysis of the European and the Unit-
ed States legislation and policies.
This analysis demonstrates that current policies have
failed because they have not taken account of the con-
flicting dimensions of the waste issue. Louka, there-
fore, proposes an alternative approach based on
these dimensions, as well as efficiency and effec-
tiveness considerations.
For international, comparative, and environmental law-
yers and scholars, as well as everyone who is con-
cerned with the issue of international waste transfers.
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The World Disasters Report, the first of its kind,
makes a major contribution towards a more pro-
fessional response to disasters worldwide. Draw-
ing on the experience and expertise of the Inter-
national Federation of Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies, the world's oldest and largest
disaster agency, the Report provides a clear analy-
sis and discussion of modern disaster trends, sup-
ported throughout by numerous facts and statis-
tics.
It covers in particular the following key features:
- The regional distribution of disasters and the

main issues relating to disaster response
- Trends in the changing nature of disasters
- The causes and effects of today's disasters

and the vulnerability of certain groups of
people to such events

- Common questions raised and miscon-
ceptions held about disasters

- The impact and effects of the main common
types of disasters, and an examination of how
such events have been tackled

- Various disaster definitions, developed to
assist disaster analysis and research

- A comprehensive compilation of global dis-
aster statistics, prepared by the Brussels-
based Centre for Research on the Epidemiol-
ogy of Disasters (CRED)

- A full listing of organisations involved in dis-
asters worldwide.

An essential source of reference on disaster is-
sues for governments, local authorities and indi-
genous community groups, the World Disasters
Report will also be of great practical value to all
relief agencies.
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The African Yearbook of International Law provides an
intellectual forum for the systematic analysis and scien-
tific dissection of issues of international law as they
apply to Africa, as well as Africa's contribution to the pro-
gressive development of international law. It contributes
to the promotion, acceptance of and respect for the prin-
ciples of international law, as well as to the encourage-
ment of the teaching, study, dissemination and wider ap-
preciations of international law in Africa. A clear articula-
tion of Africa's views on the various aspects of inter-
national law based on the present realities of the con-
tinent as well as on Africa's civilization, culture, philoso-
phy and history will undoubtedly contribute to a better
understanding among nations.
The African Yearbook of International Law plays an im-
portant role in examining the tensions underlying the
State in Africa, and by shedding more light on the causes
of the fragility of African State institutions so as to facili-
tate the identification of appropriate remedies. The ten-
sion and interrelationships among issues such as terri-
torial integrity, self determination, ethnic diversity and
nation-building are constantly addressed. Development,
human rights and democratization in Africa are also the
subject of continuous attention and examination.
The structure of the first volume — consisting of a special
theme, individual articles, notes and comments, book re-
views and basic documents — will be reflected to the ex-
tent possible in future volumes, but will also be constant-
ly improved with the addition of new features and areas
of study.
The African Yearbook of International Law will attract
more contributions in the future from African internation-
al lawyers currently teaching or practising in Africa. Most
of those who have toiled to make the first volume a reali-
ty are now working outside the continent. They are, how-
ever, all determined to see to it that this intellectual forum
will serve first and foremost the teachers and practi-
tioners of international law in Africa.
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